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(1818 — 1883)

BPETEP!

...AH 1<1/Ipac1/1p01<1/11712 noJsik kBaptupoBan B 1829 rony B cene Kupumiose, K-ckoil rydepHun.
DTO ceno ¢ CBOMMHU M30yIIKaMH M CKUPAAMH, 3€JCHBIMH KOHOIUITHUKAMH M TOIIMMHU PaKUTaMHU
W31l Ka3aJOCh OCTPOBOM CpEeIu HEO0OO3PHUMOT0 MOPsI paclaxaHHBIX UYEPHO3EMHBIX IOJICH.
Ilocpenn cena Haxoawiics HEOOJBIIOW MPYHA, BEYHO HOKPBITBIA T'YyCHHBIM ITyXOM, C I'PSI3HBIMU,
M3PBITEIMU Oeperamu; BO CTa IIarax oT Mpyja, Ha APYrod CTOPOHE TOPOTH, BBICHIICS TOCIIOICKHMA
JIEPEeBSHHBIA JIOM, JaBHO TYCTOM ¥ TI€YAJIbHO TIOJABIIMICS HA0OK; 3a JOMOM TSHYJCS
3a0pOIICHHBIA CaJl; B Caay POCIH CTapble, OCCIUIOMHBIC SIOJIOHU, BBICOKHE OEpe3bl, yCEsSHHBIC
BOPOHBMMH THE3/IaMH; Ha KOHLIE TJIaBHOM ajuled, B MaJICHbKOM JOMHUIIKE (ObIBIIEH TOCTOACKOM
0aHe) KWI APAXJIBIA JABOPEUKUN W, TIOKPEXThIBAs Jla TOKAIUIMBas, KaXI0€ YTpO, MO CTapou
MPUBBIUKE, TAIIWJICS 4yepe3 cajg B Oapckue MOKOHW, XOTS B HUX HEYEero ObUIO CTepedb, Kpome
TIOKUHBIL O€JBbIX Kpecesl, OOUTBHIX MOJIMHAJIBIM IITOGOM, IBYX MYy3aThIX KOMOJOB Ha KpHUBBIX
HOXKKaX, C MEIHBIMU pYYKaMH, YETbIpeX AbIPSBBIX KAPTHUH M OJJHOTO YEPHOIO apara u3 anedacrpa ¢
oTOUTHIM HOCOM. Brasienen sToro moma, MoJio1oi 1 OecrieuHblil uenoBek, xui To B [lerepOypre, To
3a TpaHulell — U COBEPILIEHHO M03a0bu1 0 cBOeM nomecThe. OHO JOCTaIOCh €My JIET BOCEMb TOMY
Ha3aJ OT MPECTaperoro IsIAu, H3BECTHOTO HEKOrJa BCEMY OKOJIOTKY CBOMMHU OTJIMYHBIMU
HanuBkaMu. [lycTeie TeMHO-3eneHble OyThUIM /0 CHX IOp €lle BaJSUIMCh B KJIAJJOBOW BMECTE C
pa3HbBIM XJAMOM, CKYINO HCIMCAaHHBIMU TETPAAsIMU B MECTPbIX IEpeIvieTax, CTapUHHBIMU
CTEKJISIHHBIMU JIFOCTPaMH, JBOPSHCKHUM MYHJIMPOM BpeMeH ExaTepuHbl, 3ap»KaBeBIIEW HINarou c
CTAJIbHOM PYKOSITKOU | T.11. B otHOM M3 uturesneit momeniancs caM MOJKOBHHK, YEJIOBEK JKCHATBHIMH,
BBICOKOTO POCTa, CKYIOIl Ha CJIOBa, YIPIOMBII M COHJIUBBIN. B npyrom dumrene >kui moJIKOBOM
aJbIOTAaHT, YYBCTBUTEIbHBIA W pPAa3[ylICHHbIH 4YEIOBEK, OXOTHHMK JO IBETOB U 10 0Oabodyek.
OO61ecTBO IT. O(PHUIIEPOB ...TO MOJIKA HE OTIAMYAIOCH OT BCAKOTrO Apyroro oodumiectBa. B yncne ux
ObUTH XOpOIlIME W JAypHBbIE, YMHbIE M IYCThle JIOAW... Mexay HuMU HekTo Aneil M BaHoBHY
JIy4xoB, mTabc-poTMUCTD, CIbLT OpeTepoMm. JIydkoB ObLT pocTa HEOOIBIIOT0, HEKA3UCT; JIUIO UMET
Majoe, XKeJITOBaToe, CyX0€, BOJOCHI )KHUIECHbKHE, YePHBIC, YEPTHI JIMIA OOBIKHOBEHHBIE U TEMHbIE
rna3ku. OH paHO ocTajcs CUPOTOMH, BBIPOC B HYXKJe U 3aroHe. [lo menbiM HemensM Bed OH cebs
TUXO... U BAPYT — CJIOBHO Oec KakoW UM OBJaJieeT — KO BCEM TMPHUCTAET, BCEM HAJ0€laeT, BCEM
Harjo CMOTPUT B TJla3a; HY TaK M HalpaliuMBaercs Ha ccopy. Bmpouem, ABzaeil VBaHoBuY He
qyXJaJCcsi CBOMX COCIYXHUBIIEB, HO B JpyXO0e COCTOSI C OJHUM TOJNBKO pa3aAyIIEHHBIM
abIOTAHTOM; B KapThl HE UT'PaAJ U HE MUJI BUHA.

. bpemép — uenoBek, nuymuii NoBoJa K Iy3Jd, CKaHIAJIUCT.
Kupacup — compmat wnmu odumep rBapIeiicKoro moika, (OpMEHHOH ONSKIOH KOTOporo Oblma Kupaca —
METaJUIMYECKUM MMaHUUPb.



B mae 1829 rona, HE3a10r0 10 HAYATHS YYCHHIA, MPUOBLT B MOJK MOJIOION KopHET Denop
®denopoBuy Kucrep, pycckuii ABOPSHUH HEMEIIKOTO MPOUCXOXKICHUS, OYCHb OCJIOKYPHIH U OYeHBb
CKPOMHBIH, 0O0pa3oBaHHbI ¥ HauuTaHHbId. OH [0 JBaJIATUIETHErO BO3pacTa KU B
POJUTEIBCKOM JIOME IMOJ KPBUIBIIIKAMH MAaTYIIKH, 0a0yIIKM M JBYX TETYIIEK; MOCTYIHI K€ B
BOCHHYIO CIIY)KOY €JMHCTBEHHO I10 jKeJaHu0 0a0yIIku, KOTopas Aaxe IO CTapoCTh He Moria 6e3
BOJIHEHUSI BUJIETh OEJIbIii chITaH...3 OHn cnyxun 6e3 0cCOOCHHOH OXOTHI, HO C YCepArUeM, TOYHO H
T0OPOCOBECTHO MCHOJHSI JOJT CBOH; OJIEBAJICS HE LIETOJIEBATO, HO YMCTO U 10 (hopme. B mepbIit
&Ke JieHb cBoero npuesga Penop PenopoBuy SBWICA K HavyadbHUKaM; MOTOM Hayall yCTpauBaTh
cBoro kBaptupy. OH mpuBe3 ¢ co000 JenmeBeHbKkue 0001, KOBPUKH, MOJOYKH U T.J., OKJICHI BCE
CTEHbI, JBEPU, HaJeNlajdl Pa3HbIX MEPEropoJIOK, BeJEN BBIYUCTUTH JBOP, MEPECTPOUIT KOHIOLIHIO,
KYXHIO, OTBEJI JIaK€ MECTO JUIi BaHHBL.. Llenyro Hezmenro XjomoTasl OH; 3aTO Jito00 ObLIO MOTOM
BOWTH B €ro KoMHarty. llepen okHaMu CTOSIJI ONPATHBIMA CTOJI, MOKPBITHIN Pa3HbIMU BEUIMLIAMH; B
YTy HaXOAWJIach Mojoyka a1 KHUT ¢ Oroctamu Ilunnepa u I'ete; Ha cTeHaX BUCENN JIaHIKAPTHI,
YeThIpe IPEBEIOHOBCKHE TOJOBKH M OXOTHHYBbE PYKbE, BO3JE CTONA CTPOMHO BO3BBIMIANCS PSI
TPYOOK C HCIIpaBHBIMM MYHJIITYKaMU; B CEHSIX Ha IOJIy JIeXKaJl KOBPHUK; BCE JIBEPH 3alUpaIUCh Ha
3aMOK; OKHA 3aBELIMBAJIUCh rapauHaMu. Bece B komHaTe @enopa @enopoBuda ApIIIAI0 TOPAIKOM H
gucrotoil. To au aeno y npyrux topapuiieit! K nHomy easa nmpoOepenibcst uepes rpsa3Hblil 1BOp; B
CEHsIX, 32 OOJIYNUBIIMMHUCS MAPyCUHHBIMU IIUPMaMH, XpPauT JEHIIUK ; HA TI0JIy — THHJIas COJIOMa;
Ha IUIMTE — CAlloTd W JIOHBIIIKO OaHKH, 3aJMTO€ BAaKCOM; B caMOil KOMHAaTe — MOKOPOOJIEHHBIH
JOMOEpHBIN CTOJI, WCIMCAHHBIA MEJOM; Ha CTOJE — CTaKaHbl, /0 IOJIOBUHBI HAIMOJHEHHBIE
XOJIOHBIM TEMHO-OYpBIM 4YaeM; y CTE€Hbl — HIMPOKUN IMPOJOMIICHHBIN, 3aMacieHHbIN AMBaH; Ha
OKHax — TpyOouHbIil nenen... Ha HeyKkitokeM U myXJIoM Kpecie BOCCeAaeT caM X03sHH B Hutadpoke
TPaBSHOTO 1IBETa C MAaJMHOBBIMHU IUTMCOBBIMH OTBOPOTAMHM W BBIIIUTONH €pPMOJIKE a3MaTCKOTO
MIPOMCXOXKACHUS, a BO3JIE XO35fMHA XpanuT 0e300pa3HO TOJCTHI U HEroJHbIN Mec B BOHIOYEM
MEJHOM ollleHuKe... Bce nBepu Bcerja HACTEXKb...

Oenop DemopoBud MOHPABWICSA CBOMM HOBBIM ToBapuinamM. OHHM €ro MOJIO0WIN 3a
noOpoayIire, CKPOMHOCTb, CEpACUHYI0 TEIUIOTY M NPHUPOJHYI0 HAKIOHHOCTh KO «BCEMY
MIPEKPACHOMY» — CIIOBOM, 32 BCE€ TO, YTO B APYroM OQHuIlepe HAILIU Obl, MOXKET ObITh, HEYMECTHBIM.
Kucrepa mpo3Bamm KpacHO#M JEBYIIKOW M OOpalalvch ¢ HUM HEXHO W KpoTko. OmuH ABnei
MBaHoBWY morisiapiBai Ha HETO Koco. OHaX b, ocae yuyeHbs, JIydkoB moaomien Kk Hemy, clierka
CKMMast TyObl U paciuupsisi HO3JIPH.

— 31paBCTBYHTE, TOCIOIMH KHaCTepG. Kucrep B3risiHys1 Ha HETO ¢ HEJOYMEHHUEM.

— Moe noutenue, rociogun Knacrep, — nopropui JIydkos.

— Mens 30ByT Kucrep, MUJIOCTUBBIN rOCyaaphb.

— Bor kak-c, rocnoaun Knacrep.

Oenop PemopoBud OOCpHYICS K HEMY CHHUHOW M Tomen JoMol. JIy4KOoB ¢ ycMemkou
IIOCMOTPEIT EMY BCIIEI.

Ha npyroii newb oH, TOTHAC NOCIIE yYeHbs, onsATh nogowen k Kucrepy.

— Hy, kak BbI 0’KMBaeTe, FOCIOUH KunznepGanpsam ' ?

Kucrep BchbIXHYT U OCMOTpEN €My OpSMO B JULO. MajeHbKHe, KEeTUHbIe I1a3ku ABJes
VBaHoBHYA 3aCBETHIINCH 37I00HOM PaIOCThIO.

— 51 ¢ Bamu roBopto, rocnioauH Kunaep6ans3am!

— MunocTtuBblii rocyaapb, — orBedan emy ®denop DPenopoBuy, — s HAXOXKY Bally LIYTKY
[JIYHOI0 M HEMPUJIMYHOIO — CJBIIIUTE JIU? TIIYIIOK U HEMPUIUYHOIO.

— Korna mbI gepemcs? — ciokoiiHo Bo3pasuil JIyukos.

¥ Cyaman — ykpareHue Ha 1UieMe B BH/IE BEPTHKANBHO YKPEIUIGHHOTO TIEPhEBOTO HIH BOJIOCSHOTO MydKa WITH
TpebHsI.
...Ha cmeHax eucenu... uemvipe 2peeedoHO8CKUe 20106KuU...— A'peBemoH — (paHIy3CKHH XYIOXHHK,
TIOPTPETHUCT U JTUTOrpad.
Jlenwyux — conaar, COCTOABIINI MpH odHuIlepe B Ka4eCTBE Ka3€HHOM MPHUCITYTH.
Knacmep — copt Kpenkoro KypuTeabHOro Tabaxa.
" Kunoepbamvzam — «aeTcKuii 6anb3amy, Clajkas coadas CIMPTOBas HACTOMKA, YIOTPEOIABINASCS KAk
JIEKapCTBO.



— Korpna Bel X0THTE.., XOTH 3aBTpA.

Ha npyroe yrpo onu npamucse. JIydkoB sierko panun Kucrepa u, K KpalHEMY YAUBIICHUIO
CEKYHJAHTOB, MOJOILIEI K PAaHEHOMY, B3sUI €ro 3a PyKy M IOIPOCUI Y HEro u3BMHEHbsA. Kucrep
MIPOCH/IEN JIoMa JIBe Heaenu; ABael MIBaHOBUY HECKOJIBKO pa3 3aXOJUJI HABECTUTh OOJILHOTO, a T10
BbI310poBiIeHNH Denopa Penoposruya noapyxuics ¢ HUM. IloHpaBwiIack M €My pelMTENIBHOCTD
MoJsiofioro oguuepa, NpoOyausIoch M B €ro Aylle YyBCTBO, IIOXOKEE Ha pacKasHbe, — PELIUTbH
MYZAPEHO... HO CO BpeMeHu noeanHka ¢ Kucrepom Aneit MIBaHOBUY MOYTH HE paccTaBalICs C HUM U
HasbIBaJ ero cuepsa Penopom, norom u Pezeii. B ero npucyrcTBUmM OH AEIAICST UHBIM YEJIOBEKOM,
U — CTpaHHOE Jiejio! — He B CBOIO BbIroAy. EMy He 110 ObITh KPOTKUM M MSTKUM. COUyBCTBHUS OH
BCE-TaKu BO30YXKJaTh HU B KOM HE MOT: YK TakoBa Oblia ero cynp0a! OH mpuHamiexan K Yhcly
Jofied, KOTOphIM Kak OyITO HaHO IpaBO BJIACTH HAJA JAPYTMMHU; HO NPUPOJA OTKaszala €My B
JTapOBAaHUAX — HEOOXOJMMOM ONpaBIaHWKM NOJOO0HOTO mpaBa. He momyuuB oOpa3oBaHus, He
OTJINYAsACh YMOM, OH HE JOJDKEH OBl ObUT pa3o0iiayaThCsi; MOXKET OBbITh, OXKECTOUYCHHE B HEM
MIPOUCXOMIIO UMEHHO OT CO3HAHUS HEJAOCTAaTKOB CBOEr0 BOCIMTAHUS, OT JKEJIaHbsl CKPBITh ce0s
BCEro MOJI OAHY HEU3MEHHYI JUuMHY. ABnell VBaHoBHY crnepBa 3acTaBisil ceOs Npe3upaTh
JIIOJIEH; MOTOM 3aMETHJI, YTO UX MYTHYTh HETPYAHO, U IEHCTBUTENIBHO CTall UX Mpe3uparthb. JIyukoBy
ObUIO BECeso MpeKpalaTh OAHUM TOSBJIEHUEM CBOMM BCAKHI HE COBCEM MOLLIBbIA pazroBop. <«
HUYEro He 3Hal0 M HUYEeMY He YUMJICS, 1a U CIOCOOHOCTEN y MEHS HET, — AyMaJl OH Ipo cedsl, — Tak
Y BBl HUUETO HE 3HAWTE U HE BBIKA3BIBAWTE CBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTEH MpH MHE...» Kuctep, ObITh MOXKET,
nmoToMy 3actaBuil JIyukoBa BBIMTH HaKOHEI| U3 CBOEW POJIHM, YTO O 3HAKOMCTBA C HUM Operep He
BCTPETWJI HHU OJHOTO YeJOBeKa JACWCTBUTEIBHO «UICATBHOTO», TO €CTh OECKOPBICTHO U
JTOOPOIYIIHO 3aHITOr0 MEUYTaMH, a MOTOMY CHUCXOJIUTEIBHOTO U HE CaMOJIFOOUBOTO.

boiBano, Aspelt MBanoBuu mnpuaer mnoyrpy k Kuctepy, 3akyputr TpyOKy U THXOHBKO
npucsaeT Ha kpecna. JIlyukoB npu Kucrepe He CTBIIMICS CBOEro HEBEKECTBA; OH HAAEsUICA — U
HEJapOM — Ha €r0 HEMELKYIO CKPOMHOCTb.

— Hy, ut0o? — Haunnan oH. — Yto Buepa noaensiBan? Yuran HeGoch, a?

— Ja, auTa...

— A 4rto % Takoe unrtan? Pacckaxku-ka, OpaTel, pacCKaku-Ka.

ABzeit IBaHOBHY 10 KOHIIA MPUIEPKUBAJICS HACMEIILIMBOTO TOHA.

— Ywran, Opar, «mummaio» Kieiicra®. Ax, kak xopomio! Ilo3Bonb, s mepeBemy Tebe
HeckoJibko cTpok. — U Kuctep ¢ sxapom mepeBoaw, a JIyakoB, HaMOPIIHUB 00 U CTUCHYB T'yOBI,
CJIylIaJl BHUMATEIbHO. ..

— Jla, a, — TBEpAWJI OH MOCIHEIIHO, C HETIPUSATHON YIBIOKON, — XOPOIIO... 0O4€Hb XOpOoLIO... 1,
IMOMHUTCS, 3TO YUTAI... XOPOLLIO...

— Ckaxku MHe, Mokanyiicra, — NpuOaBisl OH MPOTHKHO M KaK OyATO HEXOTs, — KAKOTO ThI
MHeHud o JlronoBuke YersipHaaaTom?

N Kuctep myckancs tonkoBath 0 Jlrogosuke XIV. A JIydkoB ciyiiai, MHOIOrO HE MOHUMAa
BOBCE, MHOE NMOHUMAJI KPUBO... U HAKOHEI pelaics clenarh 3amedanue... Ero Opocano B not; «Hy,
ecnu s coBpy?» — ayman oH. W neicTBUTENBHO, Bpajl OH 4dacTo, HO Kucrep HMKOTa pe3ko He
BO3pakall eMy: JOOpBIi IOHOIIA AYIIEBHO paJ0BajCs TOMY, YTO BOT, JE€CKaTb, B YEJIOBEKE
npoOyxaaeTcs 0xoTa K mpocBenieHuio. YBbl! ABneil MiBanoBuu paccnpammuBan Kucrtepa He u3
OXOTHI K MPOCBEIICHHUIO, a TaK, bor 3HaeT oTuero. MoxeTt ObITh, OH keJajl caM YAOCTOBEPUTHCS Ha
nene, Kakas y Hero, JlyukoBa, rojoBa: Tymas, 4TO JIM, WJIM TOJIbKO HeoOnenaHHas? «A s Belb, B
CYIITHOCTH, IJIyI», — TOBOPWJI OH caMOMy cebe He pa3 ¢ TOPbKOW YCMEIIKON U BAPYT BBITPSIMIISAIICS
BECh, HAXAJIBHO U JIEP3KO TIIAAET KPYroM M 3JI00HO yibIOancs, €CliM 3aMevall, 4YT0 Kakoi-HuOyab
TOBApHII OITyCKaJl CBOM B3I mepena ero BirsaoM. «To-to, Opar, ydeHblil, BOCIMTAHHBIH... —
IIETITaJl OH CKBO3b 3yObl, — HE XOUEIlIb JIU... TOTO?»

l'ocnona oguuepsl HEOJTO TOJNKOBAIM O BHe3amHOW npyxoOe Kuctepa c¢ JIydkoBbIM: OHHU
MPUBBIKIM K CTPAHHOCTSIM Operepa. «CBsi3ancs *e 4epT ¢ MiajeHIeM!» — roBopuiin oHu... Kucrep
MIOBCIOJIy C apOM BBIXBAJIsT CBOEr0 HOBOT'O MPUSATENS: ¢ HUM HE CHOPHIIH, TOTOMY, YTO OOSUTUCH

& Yuman, opam, «Hounnuo» Kneiicma. — Kuctep unrain, 1o Bceil BEpOSTHOCTH, CTHUXOTBOPEHHE HEMELKOTO
M03Ta-poMaHTHKa U aApamarypra I'.Knelicta, ¢ nonzaronoBkom «aummmsy».



JlyukoBa; cam xe JIydkoB HUKOrJa npu ApYrux He ylnoMuHau MMeHM Kucrepa, HO mepecral
3HATBCS C Pa3QyLIEHHBIM aJbIOTaHTOM.

[Tomenuku r0:xHOM Poccun O60mbIIe OXOTHUKY 1aBaTh 0ajibl, MPUIJIANIATh K CEO0€ HA JIOM IT.
oQUIIEpOB U BBIAABATh CBOUX J0Yepel 3aMmyxk. B mecsatu Bepcrax ot cena KupuimioBa Kl HIMEHHO
TakoW TMOMENINK, HEeKTO rocnoauH IlepekatoB, Biagenell YETHIPEXCOT Myl U JIOBOJBHO
MPOCTOPHOTO J0oMa. Y Hero ObUIa J0Yb JIET BOCBMHAJIATH, Maiienbka, u xeHa. Henwma
MakapbeBHa. ['ociogun IlepekatoB ciayXuil HEKOrJa B KaBajJepuu, HO IO JIIOOBU K JI€PEBEHCKOM
JKU3HH, IO JICHW BBIIIEN B OTCTaBKYy WM Hadall XUTh ceO€ MOTUXOHBKY, KaK >KUBYT MOMEIIUKU
cpenneir pyku. Henunma MakapbeBHa TPOHMCXOAMSIA HE COBEPIICHHO 3aKOHHBIM 00pa3oM OT
3HATHOTO MOCKOBCKOTO OapuHa.

[TokpoBuTens ee BOCIUTHIBAT CBOIO HeHmymky BecbMma, Kak TOBOPHUTCS, TIIATENHHO, B
CcOOCTBEHHOM JIOM€, HO COBUI €€ C PYK JIOBOJIbHO IOCIEIIHO, [0 MEPBOMY BOCTPEOOBaHHUIO, KaK
HeHaeKHbIM ToBap. Henunia MakapseBHa Obuta Hexopolia co0oi; 3HaTHBIM OapuH JaBaji 3a Hel
BCEr0 THICAY JECATh MPUJIAHOTO; OHA YyXBaTujach 3a rocmnoguHa llepekatoBa. ['ocmogmny
[TepekaToBy moKa3ajoch BeChMa JIECTHBIM KEHUTHCS Ha OapbIlTHE BOCIUTAHHOM, YMHOM... HY, 114,
HaKOHEII, BCE K€ COCTOSIBIIIEH B POJICTBE C 3HATHHIM CaHOBHUKOM. CaHOBHHK ATOT U TOCJE Opaka
OKa3bIBAJI CYIpyramM CBO€ IMOKPOBHTEIHCTBO, TO €CTh MPUHUMAJI OT HUX B TMOJAPOK COJIEHBIX
nepernenok u roBopui IlepekaroBy: «Tbl, OpaTery, a HHOTAA MpocTo: «Th». Henmna MakapreBHa
COBEpIICHHO 3aBJiajiefla MY)KEeM, XO3siifHMuYana M pacrnopsikajlach BCEM HMEHbEM — BeCbMa,
BIIPOYEM, YMHO; BO BCSIKOM cCllydae ropasfo Jyuiie camoro rocmnoauHa llepexatoBa. OHa He
CIIMIIKOM IMPHUTECHAJIA CBOETO COKUTEIS, HO JIepKajla ero B pykax, caMa 3akasblBajia eMy IlaTbe U
HapspKaja ero Mo-aHTJIWKCKH, KaK OHO W TMPWJIMYHO MOMENIMKY; MO €€ MPUKA3aHUI0 TOCIOJIUH
[TepexatoB 3aBen y cebs Ha 1TOA00POJIKE 3C1'[aHBOJ'IKy9 JUTSL TIPUKPBITHS OOJBINON OOPOIaBKH,
MOXO0KeH Ha mepecnenyo MauHy; Henmna MakapbeBHa, ¢ CBOeH CTOPOHBI, 00BSIBUIIA TOCTSIM, YTO
MY)X ee urpaer Ha Quieiite U 4To Bce (ICHTHCTHI MOJ HIKHEW T'yOOW OTIMYCKAarOT ceOe BOJIOCHI:
JoBYee JepxkaTh UHCTpyMeHT. ['ocnonun [lepekatoB ¢ yrpa Xoausl B BBICOKOM YHCTOM TajICTyKeE,
MpUYCCaHHBIM U BBIMBITHIN. Bripouem, oH ObuT cBOei cynpOOi BechMma JOBOJICH: o0Oeman Bcerna
OUYeHb BKYCHO, JIeJall YTO XOTeN U crajl ckojbko Mor. Henuna MakapreBHa 3aBesia, Kak FTOBOPHIIN
cocenu, y cebsi B IoME «MHOCTPAHHBIN MOPSAOK»: JiepKaia Majio JIoAeH, olieBaja UX OMPSTHO.
UYecronrobue ee My4usio; OHa XOTeNa MOMAcTh XOTh B Ye3/HbIE MPEIBOJUTENbIIN, HO IBOPSHE ...TO
ye3ga XOTh M HAaeJAIUCh Y HEW BCIACTh, OJHAKO K BCE-TaKU BHIOMpaAM HE €€ MyXka, a TO
OTCTaBHOTO MpeMbep-Maiiopa bypkoiiblia, To oTcTaBHOrO cekyHA-Maiopa bypynatokosa. ['ocrioaun
[TepekaToB Kazajucs UM yepecuyp CTOJIUYHOM IMITYUYKOM.

Houb rocnoanna IlepekaTtoBa, Maillenbka, ¢ Jidila moxoauja Ha otua. Henwia MakapbeBHa
MHOTO XJIoOMOTajga Haja ee BocnuraHueM. OHa XOpoIIo TOBOpHIAa MO-(paHIy3CKH, Hrpana
nopsiiouHo Ha ¢oprenbsiHax. OHa ObUIa CpeHero pocTa, JOBOJIBHO MOJIHA U Oefa; ee HECKOJIbKO
MyXJI0€ JUI0 OXKUBJISUIOCH JOOPOii, Becesoil yinbplOKOi; pychie, He CIHUILIKOM I'yCThIe BOJIOCHI, KapHe
TJIa3KH, PUSATHBIA TOJIOCOK — BCE B HEHMl TUXO HPAaBUJIOCH, M TOJIBKO. 3aTO OTCYTCTBUE )KEMAHCTBA,
MpeIpaccyKOB, HAUYUTAHHOCTh, HEOOBIKHOBEHHAss B CTEMHOW JAEBHIlE, CBOOOJAa BBIPAKECHUH,
CIIOKOWMHAsg MPOCTOTa peued M B3IJISI0B HEBOJBHO B HeW mopaxkanu. OHa pa3Buiach Ha BOJIE;
Henuna MakapbseBHa He cTecHsIa ee.

OpHaxkapl TMOYTPY, YacoB B JIBEHaIaTh, Bce cemeiicTBo IlepekaToBbix coOpanoch B
rocTuHyo. My, B 3€JI€HOM KpyrjioMm ¢pake, BBICOKOM KJIETYaATOM TaJCTyKeE U TOPOXOBBIX
MaHTAJIOHaX C IITUOJIETaMU, CTOSUI Mepea OKHOM M C OONBIIMM BHMMaHWEM JOBHI MyX. [loub
cujiena 3a MsAJIblaMU; e€e HeOOoJbllas, MOJTHEHbKas pydka B YEpPHOW MHUTEHKE Tpalrdo3HO U
MEJUIEHHO TMOJbIMallach U OIlyckanach HaJ kaHBoi. Henwmna MakapreBHa cujiena Ha AUBaHE U
MoJT4a mocMaTpuBala Ha MoJl.

o Ocnanvonka — KOPOTKas, OCTPOKOHCYHAas 60p0)11<a.



— Bol mocnanu B ...mit nosk npurnamienue, Cepreit Ceprenu? — cupocuiia OHa My»Xa.

— Ha ceropusmnuii Beuep? Kak ke, ma mep, nocnain. (EMy 3anpenieHo OblIo Ha3bIBaTh €€
Matymkoi.) Kak xe!

— CoBcem HeT kaBajiepoB; — mpojospkana Henuna MakapreBHa. — He ¢ kem TaHueBathb
OapBILITHSIM.

Myx B310XHYJI, Kak OyJITO OTCYTCTBUE KaBaJIEpOB €r0 COKPYILAJIO.

— MawmeHnbka, — 3arosopuiia Bapyr Maiua, — Mcbe JIyukoB npuriiamieH?

— Kaxkoit JIyukoB?

— OH Toxe odurnep. OH, TOBOPSIT, OYCHb HHTEPECEH.

— Kak Tak?

— Jla; oH co0oii He XOpoIIl U HE MOJIOJI, HO ero Bce Oositcs. OH yxacHbIH nyanucT. (MaMeHbKa
ciierka HaxMmypuia OpoBu.) S ObI OYEHB JKeJlaia ero BUICTh.

Cepreit CepreeBuy nepeOus CBOIO JOUKY.

— Yro Tyt BUAETh, Ayma Mos? Tel qymaenib, OH Tak U CMOTPUT Jopaom baitponom? (B To
BpeMsi TOJIKO YTO HAYMHAJIM Y Hac TOJKoBaTh o Jopae baiipone.) [lycrsaxu! Benp u 4, nyma mos, B
KOM-TO BEKH CITbLIT 3a0USIKOT.

Maiua nocMoTpena ¢ U3yMJIEHUEM Ha POAMTENS, 3aCMesIach, TOTOM BCKOUYMIIA U MOLEI0BajIa
ero B meky. Cympyra cierka yiasl0OHyach... a Cepreit Cepreny He coJiral.

— He 3naro, mpueaeTt au 3TOT rocnoinH, — mpoMosiBiia Hernwmna MakapbpeBHa. — MoKeT OBITh,
U OH MOKaJyerT.

Jlouka B310XHYA.

— CMoTpu He BiaroOuch B Hero, — 3aMmeTuil Cepreit Ceprend. — S 3Haro, BBl BCe TaKUE TETEPb...
TOTO... BOCTOPKEHHBIE. ..

— Her, — npocToxymHo Bo3paswia Mama.

Henunna MaxkapbeBHa X0J0/1HO TocMoTpenia Ha cBoero myxa. Cepreit Cepreny ¢ HEKOTOPBIM
3aMeIIaTeIbCTBOM MOUTPAI YaCOBOM IEMOYKOM, B3I CO CTOJIAa CBOIO AHIJIMHCKYIO, C IIUPOKUMU
MOJISIMU, TIIISAMY W OTIPABUJICSA Ha X035McTBO. Ero cobaka poOko W cMUpEHHO moOexaiia BCiies 3a
HuM. Kak >KMBOTHOE€ yMHOE, OHa YyBCTBOBaJla, YTO M CaM XO3AMH €€ HE CIHUIIKOM BIIACTHBIM
YeJIOBEK B JIOME, U BeJa ce0si CKPOMHO U OCTOPOKHO.

Henuna MakapbeBHa mojonuia K J0YEPU, THUXOHBKO TMOJHSAJA €W TOJIOBY M JIACKOBO
MocMOTpena el B ri1a3a. « Thl MHE CKaXKelllb, KOTJIa Thl BIFOOUIIIBCA?Y» — CIPOCHIIa OHA.

Maia ¢ ynpIOKOM TolLeNioBajla pyKy MaTeépud M HECKOJIBKO pPa3 YTBEpAUTENbHO MOKayaa
rOJIOBOM.

— CMmoTpu xe, — 3ameTtwsia Hennna MakapbeBHa, MOIIaauia ee 1Mo IIeKe W BhIILIA BCIE] 3a
MykeM. Maia npucioHIIach K CIIMHKE KPeces, OMYCTHIIa FOJIOBY Ha IPYAb, CKPECTHUIIA MajbIlbl U
JONTO TIsiJeNia B OKHO, MPHIYpPUB TJa3ku... Jlerkas kpacka 3aWrpajia Ha CBEXHX €€ IIEKax; CO
B3/I0XOM BBINIPSAMUIIACH OHA, NMPUHSUIACh ObUIO IINTh, YPOHUJIA WUTOJIKY, OIEpia JIULIO Ha PYKY H,
JIETOHBKO TMOKYChIBasi KOHYMKU HOTTEH, 3ayMalach... IOTOM B3TJISIHYJIA HAa CBOE IIEYO, HA CBOIO
MPOTAHYTYIO PYKY, BCTalla, MOJOIUIA K 3epKally, YCMEXHYJach, Hajiesa Uy U MOLUIa B Caj.

B TOT Xe Beuep, 4acoB B BOCEMb, Hayalu Cbhe3kaTbesa roctu. I'-ka [lepexaTtoBa BechbMa
mo0e3Ho0 TpUHUMAIa M «3aHuMana» naMm, Mamenbka — naeBull; Cepreit Ceprend TOJIKOBajd C
MOMEIIUKAMH O XO3SHCTBE M TO W JAENO B3TJsAAbIBal Ha kKeHy. Hadanu mMosBIATBCS MOJOJbIE
(bpaHTbl, HAPOYHO MpHEXaBIINE MOMNO3KE OQUIEPHl; HAKOHEI] BOLIEN caM T-H MOJKOBHUK, B
COMPOBOXKICHUM CBOETO anbioTaHTa, Kucrepa u JlyukoBa. OH mpenctaBmi ux xo3ssiike. JIyukos
MoJtya noksoHuics; Kucrep npodopmoran oOsrunoe: «Beckma pan...» I'-H IlepekaroB nmopoien K
IIOJIKOBHHUKY, KPEIKO TOXaJl €My PyKy M C 4yBCTBOM IIOCMOTpen eMy B rias3a. [lonkoBHHK
HeMeieHHO Hacynuicsa. Hauanuce tanusl. Kuctep npurnacun Maiensky. B To Bpems npouseTan
eme sKoce3™ .

— CkaxuTe MHe, MOXalyhcTa, — CKazajla eMy Maia, Korjga, IpocKakaB pa3 JABaAlATh A0
KOHIIA 3aJIbl, OHU CTAJIM HAaKOHEIl B MIEPBbIE Mapbl, — OTYETO Ball MPUITENIb HE TAHILYET?
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— Kakoii npusrens?

Maia KOHIIOM Beepa ykas3aia Ha JIydkoBa.

— OH HUKOTI/Ia HE TaHIIyeT, — Bo3pa3ui Kucrep.

— 3adeM ke OH mpuexan?

Kucrep HemHoro cmermancs.

— OH xenaj UMEeTh YA0BOJILCTBHE...

Mainenska ero nepeoua:

— BbI, Ka)keTcs, HEJaBHO MEPEBEICHbI B HAIll TOJIK?

— B Bam mosnk, — 3ameTu ¢ ynbiokoit Kuctep, — HeT, HelaBHO.

— BrI 31ech He ckydaere?

— TlommmyiiTe... 51 3mech Hamien Takoe MpHUATHOE oOmecTBo... a mpuponal.. — Kucrep
MyCTWJICS B OMHCaHUE MpHUpPOJbl. Mala ciymana ero, He MoJHUMasi rojioBbl. ABael MBanoBuu
CTOSUI B YIJIy U PaBHOJYILIHO MIOCMAaTpHUBaJl Ha TaHIYIOLIUX.

— Ckonbko Jiet rocioguHy JIyukoBy? — cripocuiia OHa BIPYT.

— Jler... netr TpuaLaTh NATH, S AyMaro, — Bo3pasui Kucrep.

— OH, rOBOPSAT, YEJIOBEK ONACHBIM... CEPIUTHIN, — MOCHEIIHO Npudasmiia Mara.

— OH HEMHOTO BCIBUIBYMB... HO, BIIPOYEM, OH OYEHb XOPOILUI YEJIOBEK.

— I'oBops#r, Bce ero GosTcst?

Kucrep 3acmesncs.

— A BHI?

— MBI ¢ HUM NPUATENH.

— B camom nene?

— Bam, Bam, BaM, — Kp4aJId UM CO BCEX CTOPOH.

OHU BCTPENEHYIUCH U IYCTUIIUCH OTSITh CKakaTh OOKOM Upe3 BCIO 3aiy.

— Hy, mo3apaBnsro t1ebs, — ckazan JlyakoBy Kwucrep, moaxoas K HeMy Moclie TaHIa, —
X03s1iicKasi 104b TO U JIEJI0 paccIpalinBaia MeHs o Teoe.

— Heyxenu? — npe3purtenbHo Bo3pa3ui JIydkos.

— YectHpll yenoBek! A Belb OHA OY€HB COOOM XOpoIIia; MOCMOTPH-Ka.

— A kakas u3 Hux oHa? Kucrep ykazan emy Mairy.

— Al venypna! — 1 JIyukoB 3eBHYyII.

— XonoaubIi yenoBek! — BockuKHYN Kuctep u modesxan mpuriamarh APyryko JEBUILY.

ABpnero lBaHOBHYY OYeHb MOHPABUIIOCH H3BecTHE, cooOlmieHHoe KucrepoMm, XoThb OH U
3€BHYJI, U JJa)Ke TPOMKO 3€BHYI. B0o30yxIaTh JIFOOOMBITCTBO — CHIJIBHO JIBCTUJIO €r0 CaMOJIIOOUIO;
m000Bb OH Mpe3Hpanl — Ha CJIOBaxX... a BHYTPEHHE YYBCTBOBAJ CaM, YTO TPYAHO U XJOMOTHO
3aCTaBUTh MOJIOOUTH ceOs. TpylHO M XJIOMOTHO 3aCTaBUThH MOIOOUTH ce0sl; HO BechbMa JIETKO U
MPOCTO MPUKHUABIBATHCS PABHOIYIIHBIM, MOJYAIMUBBIM ropaeunoM. Aneit MBanoBuu Obul TypeH
co00I0 U HEMOJIOA; HO 3aTO MOJIb30BAJCS CTPAIIHON CIaBOW — M, CIEAOBATEIbHO, UMEJ IPaBO
pucoBatbcsi. OH MPUBBIK K TOPEKUM U O0€3MOJIBHBIM HAclaXkJICHUSAM YIPIOMOTO OJMHOYECTBA; HE B
MIePBBI pa3 oOpaian oH Ha ce0si BHUMAaHUE JKeHINH; UHBIE 1a)XKe CTApAIUCh CONM3UTHCS C HUM, HO
OH UX OTTAJIKHBAJI C 0’KECTOUYEHHBIM YIPSIMCTBOM; OH 3HAJ, YTO HE K JIUILY €My HEKHOCTh (B Yachl
CBUJAHMM, OTKPOBEHHI OH CTAHOBWJICA CIIEpBa HEIOBKUM U MOILIBIM, a IOTOM, C JOCabl, TPyObIM
JI0 TUIOCKOCTH, J0 OCKOPOJEHHMSI); OH MOMHUJ, YTO JBE-TPU >KCHIIUHBI, C KOTOPHIMU OH HEKOT/a
3HAJCS, OXJIAJIEIM K HEMY TOTYac MOcle MEPBbIX MTHOBEHUH Oyrkaillliero 3HaKOMCTBa M CaMH C
MOCIENTHOCThIO YAAIUINCh OT HErO... @ HIOTOMY OH M PEUIWJICS HaKOHELl OCTaBaThCs 3arajJikol u
npe3upaTth TO, B 4eM cyabba oTkaszana emy... [Ipyroro mpespeHus oM BooOIle, Kaxercs, He
3HalOT. Beskoe OTKpOBEHHOE, HEMPOU3BOJIBHOE, TO €CTh J00poe, MPOsBIEHUE CTPACTU HE IO K
JIy4koBY; OH IOJIKEH ObLIT IOCTOSTHHO CAEPXKUBATh cedsl, naxe koraa 3iuicsa. OqHomy Kucrepy He
CTAaHOBMJIOCH Tajgko, Korjaa JIydkoB 3amuBaicsi XOXOTOM; IJia3a J0OpOro HeMIla CBepKaiu
OnaropoIHOM pagoCThIO COUYBCTBHSI, KOTJa OH YnuTan ABjero Jrooumble cTpanuibl u3 llumnepa, a
Opertep cujen nepesx HUM, HOHYPHUB TOJIOBY, KaK BOJIK...

Kucrep Tanuesan g0 ynany. JIydkoB He MOKHMIAN CBOETO Yrojika, XMypws OpOBH, U3peaKa
YKpaJKoW B3rJsAbiBal Ha Mainy — M, BCTPETUB €€ B30pbl, TOTYAC MPHUJABAN TJla3aM CBOUM



paBHOIyIIHOE BbIpakeHue. Mama pasza Tpu TaHueBana ¢ Kucrepom. BocTopikeHHBIN HOHOIIA
BO30ymmi ee MoBepeHHOCTh. OHa JOBOJIBHO Becellio OofnTalla ¢ HUM, HO Ha cepiie el Obuio
HEJOBKO. JIy4koB 3aHMMaJI €ee.

3arpemena Maszypka. Oduuepbl MTyCTHINCh MOANPHITMBATH, TOHaTh KaOiaykamMu U
1o10packIBaTh IJI€YaMH SMOJETHI, CTATCKAE TOXE Tonain Kabiaykamu. JIydkoB Bce He JBUTaiCs C
CBOEro0 MECTa U MEAJICHHO CIIEAWI IJIa3aMHU 3a MEJIbKAIOIKUMHU napamMu. KTo-To TpoHy: €ro pykas...
OH OTJISIHYJICSI; €r0 cocell yKa3biBal eMy Ha Mamy. OHa cTosia nepej HUM, HE MOJAHUMAs TJia3, u
MpoTAruBaa eMy pyky. JIydkoB crepBa MOCMOTpEN Ha HEE C HEJOYMEHUEM, IIOTOM PaBHOAYIIHO
CHSUI TMajami, OpOCHJI IUIAITY Ha TI0JI, HEJIOBKO IpoOpajcs Mexy Kpecel, B3su1 Mamry 3a pyky — U
TOILIEN BJIOJIb Kpyra, 0e3 NpUIpbLKEK U TONAHWM, KaK Obl HEXOTS UCHOJHSS HENPUSTHBIN J0MT... Y
Maru cuibHO OUIIOCH Cep/Ile.

— OTuero Bbl He TaHIyeTe? — CIIpoCcHiIa OHa €r0 HaKOHEI.

— 51 He oXOTHUK, — oTBevan Jlyukos. — ' e Baiie mecto?

— BoH Tam-c.

JlyukoB noBen Mamry 10 ee cTyna, CIIOKOMHO MOKJIOHWICS €M, CHOKOWMHO BEPHYJICS B CBOU
YTOJ1... HO BECEJIO B HEM IIEBEJIbHYNIACH JKETUb.

Kucrep npurmnacun Mamry.

— Kakoii Bam1 npusitesnb CTpaHHbIH!

— A OH Bac O4Y€Hb 3aHHMMaeET... — cka3an Penop PenOpoBUY, IUIYTOBCKH NPHUILYPHUB CBOU
rosryobie U JoOphIe T1a3a.

— Ja... OH, 10JKHO OBITh, OYEHb HECUACTIIUB.

— OH HecuacTiuB? C yero BbI 310 B3sn? — M @enop @enopoBud 3acMesiics.

— Bbl He 3Haere... Bbl He 3Haere... — Mamma Ba)KHO IoKayvasia roJIoBOM.

— Jla xaK ke MHEe HE 3HaTh?..

Mama onsTe nokadasna rojJOBOW M B3rJsiHyJa Ha JlydkoBa. ABnel VMIBaHOBHMY 3aMETHII 3TOT
B3I, [T0’KAJI HE3aMETHO IUIEYaMU U BBIIIEI B APYT'YIO KOMHATY.

[Tponuto HECKOJIBKO MeCSIIEB ¢ TOro Beuepa. JIlyakoB Hu pa3y He Obl1 y [lepexaTtoBeix. 3aTo
Kuctep moceman ux goBoasHO yacto. Herwma MakapbseBHa €ro moyro0wia, HO He OHa MpUBJIeKala
®denopa DegopoBuya. Mamia eMy HpaBuiach. Kak 4enoBeK HEONBITHBIM M HEBBIOOJITABIIMICS, OH
Haxoaus OO0JbIIOE YOOBOJBCTBUE B OOMEHE YYBCTB M MbICIEH M JOOpPOAYIIHO BEpUiI B
BO3MOYXHOCTh BO3BBIIICHHON M CIIOKOMHOM JpYXObl MEXIy MOJOJBIM YEIOBEKOM U MOJIOIOM
JIEBYIIKOM.

OpnHax /bl TPOMKA CHITBIX M PE3BBIX JIOIIAIOK IpUMYalia ero k oMy r-ua Ilepekarosa. Jlenb
OBLI JIETHUM, NYIIHBIA ¥ 3HOWHBIA. Hurne Hu obmaka. CuHeBa HeOa MO KpasM Crymianach J10 TOTO,
YTO IJa3 MPUHUMAJ €€ 3a Ipo30Byr0 Tydy. /oM, mocTtpoeHHslil r-M IlepekaroBslM Ha jeTHee
KUTEIbCTBO C OOBIKHOBEHHOH CTENMHOW MPEayCMOTPUTEIBHOCTHIO, OB 00pallleH OKHaMU MPSIMO
Ha conHie. Henuna MakapbeBHa ¢ yTpa Besnena 3aTBOpUTh Bce cTaBHU. KucTtep Bolien B rOCTHHYIO,
MPOXJAJAHYI0 M MOJyMpauHyr. CBET JOXWICA UIMHHBIMM Y€pTaMd MO MOy, KOPOTKUMU H
yacThiIMM Tmojiockamu 1o creHaMm. CemelictBo IlepekaroBbix jackoBo BcTpetwio Denopa
®enoposuya. [locne obena Hennna MakapheBHA OTIpaBMiIach Ha OTABIX K ce0€ B CHAIbHIO; T.
[lepexaTroB ymecTuics B TOCTUHOM Ha AuBaHe; Mama cena nojjie okHa 3a rsuiblibl; Kuctep npotus
Hee. Mama, He packphiBas IisUIel, CJerKa MPWIOKUIACh K HUM TPYAbI0 U TMOJIEpia TOJOBY
pykamu. Kuctep Hauanm eil 4To-TO pacckas3blBaTh; OHA Ciyllajda ero 0e3 BHHMaHUS, Kak OyATo
JKJajla 4ero-To, U3peaKa B3rjsaplBaia Ha OTUA U BAPYT MPOTIHYJA PYKY.

— [ocnymaiite, ®enop @enopoBuy... 1a TOJIBKO TOBOPUTE MOTHIIIE... TANIEHbKA 3aCHYJI.

JeiictButensHo, T-H IlepekatoB, Mo OOBIKHOBEHHIO, 3aCHYJ, CHUIS Ha JHBAHE, 3aKUHYB
TOJIOBY U PACKpbIB HEMHOTO POT.

— Yto Bam yroaHo? — ¢ 1r000NBITCTBOM cripocuit Kuctep.

— BbI Oyzere Haflo MHON CMEATHCSL.



— [Homumnyiite!..

Maia onyctuia rojioBy, Tak 4TO TOJIBKO BEPXHSSI YacTh €€ JIMIA OCTajach HE 3aKpbITOM
pyKamMu, W BIIOJrojioca, He 0e3 3amemaTenbCTBa, chpocuiaa Kucrepa: OT4ero OH HUKOTAA HE
npuBe3eT ¢ coOoi r-ua JlyakoBa? Maia He B TIEpBBIN pa3 ymoMuHaia 0 HeM mocie Oana... Kucrep
Mourgai. Mama 60s131MBO BBITJISTHYJIA U3-32 IEPEIUICTCHHBIX MaJIbIIeB.

— Mory 511 s OTKPOBEHHO CKa3aTh BaM MO€ MHeHue? — cipocuil ee Kucrep.

— OTtyero xe HeT? pazymeeTcsl.

— Mue kaxercs, JlyukoB npousBes Ha Bac 00JIbIIOE BIieyaTiIeHuE!

— Her! — orBeuyana Mamma u Har"ynach, Kak Obl JKeJjlasg pacCMOTPETh MOOJIIKE Y30D; y3Kas
30J10Tas OJIOCKA CBETA JIerja e Ha BOJIOCHI, — HET... HO...

— Yto: HO? — mporoBopui Kucrep ¢ ynbiokoil.

— BoT Buaure a1, — ckazana Mailia u npunoHsIa BAPYr TOJIOBY, TaK UYTO MOJIOCKA MPUILIACH
eil mpsMo Ha IJ1a3a, — BOT BUJUTE JIH... OH...

— OH Bac 3aHUMaeT...

— Hy... ma... — ckazayia Maima ¢ paccTaHOBKOM, MOKpacHena, OTBEPHYJIa HEMHOIO TOJIOBY B
CTOPOHY U B TaKOM I0JIOKEHUHU MPOJI0JIXKala TOBOPUTh, — B HEM €CTh YTO-TO Takoe... Belb BOT BbI
cMeeTech HaJl0 MHOM, — mpubaBuia oHa BIIPYT, ObICTPO B3rJIsiHYB Ha Penopa PenopoBuya.

®enop PenopoBuy yibldancs caMoil KPOTKOM yIbIOKOM.

— 51 Bam Bce TOBOPIO, UTO TOJIBKO MHE B3JyMaeTcs, — Mpojosrkaia Maiia, — s 3Hato, YTO BbI
MOil... (OHa XOTesna ObLIO0 CKa3aTh «JIPYr») XOPOILIUi NpUATENb.

Kucrep naknonuics. Maia nomondana U poOko mpoTsHyla eMy pyky; @enop PenopoBuy
MMOYTHUTEIILHO TI0YKAJI KOHYUKH €€ MaJTbIIEB.

— OH, A0WKHO OBITH, OOJBIIION YyIaK, — 3aMeTHIa Maria v onsiTh 00JIOKOTHIIACH HA TISITBITBI.

— Yynak?

— KoHeuHo; OH MeHsI 1 3aHUMAaeT Kak uyaak! — XxuTpo npubaBuiia Marma.

— JIyukoB — 0J1aropoIHBIN, 3aMevaTeIbHBIN YeJI0OBEK, — C BAXKHOCTHIO Bo3pa3mi Kucrep. — Ero
HE 3HAIOT Yy HAac B MOJIKY, HE IIEHST, BUAAT B HEM TOJbKO HapyXHYIO cTOpoHy. KoHeuHo, oH
0’KE€CTOYEH, CTPAaHEeH, HETEPIIETINB, HO Cep/lle Y Hero 1o0poe.

Maia xxanno cinymana @enopa @enoposuya.

— $1 ero npuBe3y k BaM. Sl Ckaxy eMmy, 4TO Bac 0OSThCS HEUEro, YTO CMEIIHO €My TUYHUTHCA. ..
A emy ckaxy... O! ga g yxe 3Hal0, 4TO CKa3aTh... 10 €CTh BBI, OJIHAKO X, HE JyMaiTe, 4To0 ... —
Kucrep cmemancs; Mama toxe cmemanach... — Jla U, HakoHel, Beb OH TOJIbKO BaM Tak...
HPaBUTCH...

— Hy, xoHe4HO, KaKk MHOTHE MHE HPaBSITCSI.

Kucrep mmyroBcku mocMoTpes Ha Hee.

— Xopol1110, XOpOo110, — MPOMOJIBHII OH C JIOBOJIBHBIM BUAOM, — S BAM €r0 IIPUBE3Y...

— Jla Her...

— Xopot110, 5 % BaM roBOpIO, Bce OyJIeT XOPOUIO... YK sl yCTPOIO.

— Kakoii BblL... — ¢ ynpIOkoii 3ameTriia Mara u norposuiack Ha Hero. '-H [lepexaToB 3eBHYI
Y OTKPBLI T'J1a3a.

— A s, KaxeTcd, 3acHyl, — IpoOOPMOTal OH C YIUBICHbEM. DTOT BOMPOC U 3TO YAMUBIICHUE
MOBTOPSUTHCH KaxKblid eHb. Mara ¢ Kucrepom 3arosopunu o [unepe.

Opnako x @enopy @enopoBuuy ObLIIO HE COBCEM JIOBKO; B HEM Kak OyATO IIEBENbHYNIACH
3aBHUCTb... U OH OJaropoAHo HerojoBai Ha cebs. Hennna MakapbeBHa comnia B roctunyto. [loganu
qaif. ['-H IlepexaToB 3acTaBui CBOIO CO0aKy MPBITHYTh HECKOJIBKO Pa3 depe3 MalKy U OOBSBUI
MOTOM, YTO OH CaM €€ BCeMY BBIYUYHII, IPUYEM cOOaKka yuTHBO BEpTeia XBOCTOM, OOMU3bIBATACH U
Moprana. Korzia ke HakoHel 3HOW YMEHBIIWJICA W TIOBESJ BEUEPHHUM BETEPOK, BCE CEMEIMCTBO
IlepexaToBBIX OTMNpaBWIIOCH TYIsATh B Oepe3oByto poury. dDenop PemopoBuu OecrpecTaHHO
B3TJIsAbIBAT HAa Marry, kak Obl JKenas 1aTh € 3HaTh, YTO OH MCIOJHUT €€ nmopyueHue; Maie ObLI10
U Ha ce0s J0CaJHo, U Becelno, U )KyTko. Kucrep BApyr, HU € TOTO HU C CEro, 3arOBOPUII JOBOJBHO
BBICOKOIIAPHO O JIOOBH BOOOIIE, O JApyxkOe... HO, 3aMETHB HAOJNIONATENbHBIA M SICHBINA B3TIISA]
Henunbl MakapbeBHBI, Tak e BHE3AITHO MIEPEMEHUI Pa3roBop.



Slpxo u meImHO 3apaenack 3aps. [lepen 6epe3oBoil porieil pacCTHIIaNICS POBHBIM M IIMPOKHNA
anyr. Mamie B3IymMaloch UrpaTh B IOpENKH. SBUIMCH TOpHUYHBIE, Jakeu; T'-H llepekaTos cran ¢
cBoeil cympyroii, Kucrep ¢ Mameii. ['opauunbie Oeraiin ¢ Mmogo0OCTPACTHBIMU W JIETKHMH
KpuKaMy; KamepauHep r-Ha IlepexatoBa ocmenuics pa3inyuuth Henuny MakapbeBHY ¢ ee
CYIIPYrOM; OJIHa TOPHUYHAs NOYTUTEIBHO Mojajanack 0apuny; @enop PenopoBuy He paccTaBajcs
¢ Mameit. Beskuii pa3, cTaHOBSICH Ha CBOE MECTO, OH €d TFOBOPWJI JBa-TpU cJioBa; Mama, Bcs
packpacHeBIIascst OT Oera, ¢ yIbpIOKOM Cilyliaiia ero, MpoBoAuia pykoi mo BosiocaM. [locie yxuna
Kucrep yexain.

Houp Obuta Tuxas, 3Be3gnas. Kuctep cusn ¢ypaxky. OH BOJHOBAJICS; €My CJerka IMIEMUIIO0
ropio. «/la, — ckazan oH HaKOHeIl, TIOYTH BCIIyX, — OHA €ro JIIOOUT; 51 COMMKY MX; 51 ONpaBlalo ee
JIOBEPEHHOCTHY». XOTsl €Ill€ HUUTO HE JJOKa3bIBAJIO IBHOTO pacnojoxkeHus Mamu k JIyukoBy, x0T,
10 COOCTBEHHBIM €€ CIIOBaM, OH TOJBKO BO30OYXKIan ee JOOMBITCTBO, HO Kucrep ycmen yxke
COUMHUTH cebOe 1eNyI0 MTOBECTh, peanucaTh cede cBo 0043aHHOCTh. OH pelImcs MoKepTBOBATh
CBOMM YYBCTBOM — TeM 0o0Jjiee 4TO «IOKa, KpOME HCKPEHHEW MPUBSI3aHHOCTH, S HUYEro BeAb HE
olryuiao», — aymaa oH. Kucrep nedcTBUTENbHO OB B COCTOSIHUM NPHUHECTU ce0s B KEPTBY
JIPYKECTBY, MPU3HAHHOMY J0aTy. OH MHOTO 4YMTaj U MOTOMY BOOOpa)kai ce0si ONBITHBIM U J1aXe
MIPOHULIATENBHBIM; OH HE COMHEBAJICS B MCTHHE CBOUX IPENIOJIOKEHNUM; OH HE IM0J03pEBal, UTO
XKU3Hb OECKOHEYHO pa3zHoOoOpa3Ha U He noBTopsieTcss Hukorna. [lonemuory ®enop PenopoBuu
npuiena B Boctopr. OH ¢ yMWIEHHEM Hayall IyMaTb O CBOEM IPHU3BAaHUU. BBITH MOCPETHUKOM
MEXy JHOOSIIEH pOOKOU JEBYIIKOW W YEJIOBEKOM, MOXKET OBITh, TOJBKO MOTOMY OKECTOYCHHBIM,
YTO €My HU pa3y B KHU3HU HE MPULUIOCH JIIOOUTH U OBITh JIOOMMBIM; COMU3UTH UX, PACTOJIKOBAThH
UM HX XK€ COOCTBEHHbIE UyBCTBAa U MOTOM YJAJIHUTHCSA, HE JaB HUKOMY 3aMETUTh BEJIMYHS CBOEH
KEPTBBI, — Kakoe MpekpacHoe neno! HecmoTpsa Ha mpoxyagy HOYM, JUIO JAOOpOTO MeuTaTesns
MbLUIAJO. ..

Ha npyroii neHp oH paHo mnoyrpy otnpaBwica K JlyukoBy. ABaed HBaHoBH4, IO
0OBIKHOBEHHIO, JIeKAJl Ha TUBaHe U KypuJl Tpyoky. Kucrep no3mopoBaics ¢ HuM.

— 51 6611 Buepa y [lepekaToBbIX, — CKa3all OH C HEKOTOPOIO TOP>KECTBEHHOCTHIO.

— A! — paBHOIYIIHO BO3pa3uil JIyukoB U 3€BHYI.

— Ja. OHM mpeKpacHbI€ JIOJIU.

— B camom nene?

— Ms1 roBopmin 0 Tebe.

— MHoro 4ectu; ¢ KeM 3T0?

— C cTapukaMH... ¥ ¢ JOYEPbIO.

— Al ¢ T0M... TOACTEHBKON?

— Ona npekpacHas AeByika, JIydkos.

— Hy na, Bce oHM peKpacHbl.

— Her, JlyukoB, Thl ee He 3Haemb. S eme He BCTpedal TaKoW YMHOW, J0Opoi u
YyBCTBUTEIHHOW JCBUIIBI.

JlyukoB 3amen B Hoc: «B ramOyprckoil rasere He Thl JIM YWTaN, KaK B 3alpoOILIOM JIETe
MuHux 11o0exaail...»

— Jla s1 5x TeGe ToBOPIO...

— Tsl B Hee BrtoOneH, Pexst, — HACMENUIUBO 3aMeTul JIyukoB.

— Coscem Het. U HEe myman.

— @ens, THI B Hee BiIr0OJIEH!

— Yo 3a B3gop! byaro yx Henb3s...

— Tosl B Hee BmoONEH, APYr Thl MOM CepJeuUHBIN, TapakaH 3aledHblid, — MPOTSHKHO 3ares
Aspert IBaHoBUY.

— Ox, ABJieil, kak Tebe He cThIIHO! — ¢ Jocanoi mporoBopui Kucrep.

Co BcsxuM apyrum JIydkoB TyT-To U 3amen Obl nmyiie npexHero: Kucrepa oH He 1pa3HuIL.

— Hy, Hy, mmpexeH 3u aeifu, MBan AHapend , — IPOBOPYAI OH BIIOJITOIOCA, — HE CCPIIHCE.

1 Hy, ny, wnpexen 3u oeiu, Hean AnOpeuu...— «..Bbl TOBOpHTE IO-HeMelkH, VBan Annpenu?» OITa
00BIBATENbCKO-YMHOBHIYBSI ITOTOBOPKa ObUIa BBeJeHa B auTeparypy H.B.I oromem.



— Iocnymaii, ABnelt, — ¢ »apom 3aroBopui Kucrep u cen nojane Hero. — Thl 3HaeIIb, 51 TEOS
mobmo. (Y JlyukoBa mokpuBmiock ymio.) Ho ogHo MHe B Tebe, MpU3HAIOCh, HE HPABUTCH...
MMEHHO TO, YTO Thl HM C K€M 3HAThCS HE XOYElllb, BCE JIOMa CHIMIIb, BCAKOTO COJIIKEHHS C
XOpOIIMMHU JIIOAbMU H30eraeiib. Beap, HakoHel, ecTh ke xopouue joau! Hy, monoxum, Tel ObLI
0OMaHyT B KU3HH, 0’KECTOUMIICS, UTO JIM; HE Opocaiics Ha MIC0 KaXI0MY, HO TIoYeMy ke Tebe Bcex
oTBeprarhb? Beab 3Tak Thl U MeHs, NOXalyi, Korja-HuOy b MporoHuis. JIydkoB XiaJHOKPOBHO
MIPOJIOJIKAJ KYpHUTb.

— OtTOro-to Te0S HUKTO M HE 3HAET... KPOME MEHS;, MHOH, moxaiyid, bor BecTs 4to 0 TeOE
nymaer... Apneit! — npubaBun Kucrep mocie HeOOdbIIOr0 MOJIYaHUS, — Thl B J100pOJETENb HE
Bepulllb, ABIEH?

— Kak He BepuTh... Bepro... — npoBopyai JIyukos. Kucrep ¢ 4yyBCTBOM MoKall €My PyKY.

— MHe xouercsi, — IpOJ0JIKad OH TPOHYTHIM I'0JIOCOM, — PUMHUPUTH T€OS € KU3HUIO. Thl y
MEH$ [TOBECeIeellb, paclBETellb... UMEHHO paclBeTelb. Kak s-to 6yny paa torna! Tonbko Tel MHE
MI03BOJIb PaclopsbKAThes MHOTAA TOOOI0, TBOUM BPEMEHEM. Y HAc CErojHsS — 4TO? MOHEAEIbHHUK. ..
3aBTpa BTOPHUK... B CpeNy, J1a, B cpeay Mbl ¢ ToOo# noeaeM k IlepekaroBbiM. OHU TeOe Tak pajibl
OyIyT... U MBI TaM BECEJIO BpeMsI POBEAEM... A Tenepb Jail MHE TPYOOUKY BBIKYPUTb.

Asnieit IBaHOBWY HEABMKHO JIeXKasl HAa IUBAHE U TIsAEN B MOTOJOK. Kucrep 3akypuit TpyOKy,
MOJIOIIET K OKHY U cTaj 6apabaHUTh MajIbllaMU MO0 CTEKJIaM.

— Tax roBopuir 060 MHE? — CIPOCHIT BAPYT ABJIEH.

— 'oBopuiu, — 3HaunTENBHO Bo3pa3mi Kucrep.

— YT0 X Takoe TOBOPUIIN?

— Hy, yx roBopuinu. Becbma xenatoT ¢ To0O0# M0O3HaKOMUTHCS.

— KT0 %€ nmenno?

— By, xakoi JTIFOOOIBITHERIN!

ABJel KIIMKHYJ CIIYTY U NIPUKa3ajl ceniaTh cede JIomab.

— Kyna te1?

— B manex.

— Hy, mpomaii. Tak enem, uro nu, k [lepexkatoBbiM?

— Enem, noxanyii, — JieHUBO mporoBopui JIydkoB 1 OTAHYJICS.

— Mononen! — BocknukHyn Kuctep u BbllIen Ha yiHIly, 3aJyMacs U IIyOOKO B3IOXHYII.

v

Maiua nojaxoauia K JBEpsiM TOCTUHOM, KOTa JOJOKWiIK 0 npuesne rr. Kucrepa u Jlyukosa.
Omna ToT4yac BepHy/Iach B CBOIO KOMHATY, Mojoluia Obuio K 3epkany... Ee cepaie cuiabHO OMIIOCH.
JleBylika npuIiia no3Barh €€ B FOCTUHY0. Mailia BbINKIa HEMHOTO BOJIbI, OCTAHOBHUJIACH pa3a J1Ba
Ha JIECTHUIIE M, HaKoHell, couuia BHU3. [-Ha IlepekaroBa noma He Obl0. Henmna MakapbheBHa
cuzena Ha nuBaHe; JIydkoB cujen Ha Kpeciie B MyHIUpe, C HUIANON Ha KoJsieHsix; Kuctep Bo3ne
Hero. O6a oHM MpUNOTHSUIHCH NpU BxoJe Mamu — Kuctep ¢ 0ObI4HON ApyKentoOHON yIbIOKOH,
JIy4KOB C TOP:KECTBEHHBIM U HATSHYTHIM BHIOM. OHa C CMYIIEHHEM MOKJIOHUJIACh UM U TIOJIONIIA K
Matepu. [lepBbie AecATh MUHYT MPOILIX ONAaromoiy4yHo. Maiia OTAOXHYJIAa M Hadajga MOHEMHOTY
HaOmonaTh 3a JlyukoBeiM. OH OTBeYaja Ha PacCHpPOCHl XO3SHKH KOPOTKO, HO HECHOKOWHO; OH
pobern, kak Bce camoto0uBbIe oau. Hennna MakapbeBHa MPpeANioKuiia TOCTIM HOTYISITh 10 Cafy,
a caMa BBIIIUIA TOJIbKO Ha O0ankoH. OHa He MoYuTaga He0OXO0AUMOCTBIO HE CITYCKAaTh IJI1a3 C JIOUKH U
KOBBUISITH 32 HEIO BCIOJ1y C TOJICTBIM PUJMKIOJNIEM B PyKax MO MPUMEPY MHOTHX CTEIHBIX MaTEpeu.
[Iporynka mpoaokanach JOBOJBHO Aonro. Maia roBopuiia Ooisbiie ¢ Kuctepom, HO He cMmena
B3IUISIHYTh HU Ha Hero, HU Ha JlyukoBa. ABneit IBaHOBMY C Hell He 3aroBapuBal; B royuoce Kucrepa
3aMeTHO ObLIO0 BosHEeHHE. OH UTO-TO MHOTO cMesics ¥ 6onTan... OHM MOJOILIH K peuke. B caxkenu
oT Oepera pocia BOJsHas WK U CJIOBHO MOKOMJIACh Ha TTIAJKON MOBEPXHOCTU BOJIBI, YCTIAHHOM
IIUPOKUMU U KPYIJIBIMU JUCThsIMH. — Kakoit kpacuBbIit 11BeTok! — 3ametnna Mama. He ycnena ona



BBITOBOPUTH 3THUX CJIOB, KaK yxe JIydKoB BBIHYII nanam’’, YXBAaTWJIICA OJHOM PYKOM 3a TOHKHE
BETKU PAKUTHl M, HarHYBIIKCh BCEM TEJIOM Haj BOJOW, cUIMO TOJIOBKY LBETKA. «37ech TIIyOOKoO,
Oeperutechb!» — ¢ UCIIyroM BCcKprukHYsa Mama. JIydkoB KOHIIOM Majamia MpurHai HBETOK K Oepery,
K caMbplM ee Horam. OHa HAaKJIOHWIACh, MOJHsUIA I[BETOK U C HEXKHBIM, PaJOCTHBIM YIUBIECHUEM
norasaena Ha Asnes. «bpaso!» — 3akpuuan Kucrep. «A s He yMer IUIaBath...» — OTPBIBUCTO
nporoBopui JIyukos. DTo 3aMeyaHue He TOHpaBWIOCh Maiue. «3aueM OH 3TO cKazail?» — nojaymaia
OHa.

JIyuxoB ¢ Kucrepom ocranuch y r-Ha I[lepexatoBa 1o Beuepa. UTo-To HOBOE, HeObIBajoe
IIPOUCXOWII0 B aynie Marmiu; 3alyMunBO€ HEJOyMEHUE M300pakanoch He pa3 Ha yuue ee. OHa
KaK-TO JIBUTAJach MEIJICHHEE, HE BCIBIXMBAJIA OT B3IJIAZOB MAaTEepH, — HAIIPOTHB, caMa Kak OyATO
WX UCKaJia, Kak OyATo cama Bormpoilnana ee. B mpoaomkenue Bcero Beuepa JIyukoB okasbiBall eid
KaKOe-TO HEJIOBKOE€ BHHUMAaHHUE; HO JakKe€ 3Ta HEJIOBKOCTh HPABUJACh €€ HEBUHHOMY TLIECIIABUIO.
Korpna x onu 06a yexanu ¢ obGenanueM MoObIBaTh OMATh HA JHSIX, OHA TUXOHBKO TOIIJIA B CBOIO
KOMHATy U JI0Jro, Kak Obl ¢ U3yMJIeHHeM, Iuisena kpyrom. Henuna MakapbeBHa npuiuia K HEw,
no1esioBaia U O0HsIa ee, 1o OOBIKHOBEHMIO. Maia packpbuia ry0bl, XoTenaa ObLIO 3arOBOPUTH C
MaTepblo — U He cKa3ajia Hu cioBa. OHa W XOoTena MpU3HAThCs, /1a HEe 3Hajla B 4eM. B Hell Tuxo
Opoauna nyma. Ha HOYHOM CTONMKE, B YMCTOM CTakaHe, Jie)all Ha BOJIE LIBETOK, COPBAHHBII
JlyukoBeIM. Y3k B mocTend, Mama DpUnogHAIach OCTOPOXKHO, ONIEpPJIach Ha JIOKOTb, M €€
JI€BCTBEHHBIE T'YObI TUXO MPUKOCHYIHNCH O€NBIX U CBEKUX JIETIECTKOB. .

— Hy, uto? — cnpocun Ha npyroi aeHb Kucrep cBoero ToBapuina, — HpaBsiTCs Tede
[TepexaroBsi? [1paB s Ob11? a? craxu!

JIyukoB He oTBEUa.

— Her, ckaxu, cKaxu.

— A mpaBo, He 3Hal0.

— Hy monno!

— DJra... KaKk OuIb ee 30BYyT... MaleHbka — HU4ero, HeJlypHa.

— Hy, BoT Buauiib... — ckazan Kucrep u 3amomyan. J{Heit yepe3 nsath JIlydkoB cam mpeioKu
Kucrepy cwesmute k IlepekatoBbiM. OguH OH OBl K HMM HE Moexal; B OoTcyrcTBue demopa
®enopoBrya emMy Obl IPUILIOCH BECTU PA3roBOP, a ITOr0 OH HE yMeN U u30erall o BO3MOKHOCTH.

Bo BTOpoOii mpue3n oboux apy3eit Mamma Obiia ropa3no pasBsizHee. OHa Teneph BTaliHE
pajoBagach TOMY, 4YTO He OO0ecloKomsiaa MaMEHbKH HEMpOILICHBIM IMpU3HaHUEM. ABIeH mepen
00eZloM BBI3BAJICS CECTh HAa MOJIOJIYI0, HEOOBE3KEHHYIO JIOIIaah U, HECMOTpPsSI Ha ee OelleHble
CKa4KH, YKPOTHUJI €€ COBeplIeHHO. Beuepom oH ObLIO pacxoauics, MyCTUIICS IIYTUTh U XOXOTaTh —
U XOTsI CKOPO OTIOMHUJICS, OJTHAKO K YCIieJ MPOU3BECTH MIHOBEHHOE HEMPUITHOE BIIeYaTIIEHUE Ha
Mamy. OHa cama elie He 3Haja, Kakoe MMEHHO YyBCTBO B Hel Bo30yxaan JIydkoB, HO BCE, UTO B
HEM el He HpaBWJIOCh, IPUMHICHIBAJIA OHA BIMSIHUIO HECYACTU, OJIMHOYECTBA.

\Y

[Ipuarenu Hayanu yacto nocemars [lepekarossix. [lonoxenue Kucrepa cranoBunocs 6oiee
u Oonee TAroctHeiM. OH HE pacKauBaJICs... HET, HO KeJall IO KpailHel Mepe COKpaTHTb BpeMs
cBoero uckyca. [IpuBsisaHHOCTb ero k Maiie yBelIn4YMBajiach C KaXIbIM THEM; OHA caMa K HEMY
671aroBOJIMIIA; HO OBITH BCE TOJIBKO IOCPEIHUKOM, HAIIEPCHUKOM, Jla’Ke IPYrOM — TaKoe TSAXKeIoe,
HebOnaronapHoe pemecio! Xo10AHO-BOCTOP)KEHHbIE JIFOAU MHOTO TOJKYIOT O CBSITOCTH CTpaJaHUi,
0 OnaXkeHCTBE CTPaZaHui... HO TEIIOMY, pocToMy cepany Kucrepa oHU He 1OCTaBIISIIM HUKAKOTO
6naxxeHcTBa. HakoHner ogHaxapl, koraa JIydkoB, y)ke COBCEM OJETHIH, 3alles 3a HUM M KOJsicKa
nojabexana K Kpbuiblly, — @enop PenopoBud, K U3yMIEHUIO MPUATENS, OOBSIBUI €My HAaNpPSMUK,
4TO OcTaercs aoma. JIydkoB mpocwil, nocanoBai, cepawicd... Kucrep OTroBopwics TIOJOBHOU
6011b10. JIyUKOB OTIIPABUIICS OJIUH.

bperep BO MHOrom u3MeHWICS B NOCiIeIHEE BpeMs. TOBapHIEH OH OCTaBJIsLI B IIOKOE, K

12 Hanaw — py6;[1ue-1<0n}0mee KIIMHKOBOC XOJIOAHOC OpYIKHUC.



HOBMYKaM HE IIpUCTaBal U XOTs HE paclBes IyLIOw, Kak mpenckazan emy Kucrep, onHako
JNEUCTBUTENHHO Moycrokomics. Ero u mpexe Henb3si ObLI0 Ha3BaTh Pa30uyapoOBaHHBIM YEIIOBEKOM
— OH MOYTH HAYETO HE BUAAJI U HE UCIIBITAN, — U IOTOMY HE JUBO, 4YTO Mallia 3aH1Mala ero MbICIH.
Bnpouewm, cepaiie ero He CMITYUIOCh; TOJIBKO KeJlYb B HEM yroMoHmwIack. YyBcTBa Maiiiu Kk HEMY
Obutn cTpaHHOTO poxa. OHAa TNOYTH HHUKOTAA HE TisfAeNa €My MNpsAMO B JIMIO; HE yMelna
pasroBapuBath ¢ HUM... Korja )k UM ciydanoch ocTaBaThCsl BIBOEM, Male CTaHOBHJIOCH CTpax
HesroBKo. OHa MpUHKUMAJIA €0 3a YeloBeKa HEOOBIKHOBEHHOTO U po0Oesia mepel HUM, BOJTHOBAJIACh,
BOOOpaxasia, 9TO HEe MOHUMAET €ro, He 3aCIIY’KUBAET €ro JOBEPEHHOCTH; 0€30TPaHO, TSHKEIO — HO
OecnipecTanHO aymana o HeM. Hamportus, mpucyrctBue Kucrepa oOnerdano ee um pacmonaraio K
BECEJIOCTH, XOTs HE PaJioBajio €€ U He BOJHOBAJIO; C HUM OHA Morja 0oJTaTh [0 yacam, ONUPasiCh
Ha PYKY €ro, Kak Ha pyKy Opara, IpyKeltoOHO TJsijiena eMy B Tia3a, CMesulach OT ero cMexa — U
peaxo BcnomuHana 0 HeM. B JlydukoBe ObLJIO YTO-TO 3araJoyHOE JUIsi MOJIOJION JIEBYIIKW: OHa
YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO AyIla €r0 TEMHA, «KaK JIeC», M CHJIMJIACh MPOHUKHYTh B ATOT TaWHCTBEHHBIM
Mpak... Tak TOUHO AETH OJIr0 CMOTPSAT B IIIYOOKHI KOJI0/€3b, TOKa Pa3JIIiT HaKOHEI Ha CaMOM
JTHE HEMOABMKHYIO, YEPHYIO BOIY.

I[Ipu Bxome JlyukoBa, OJHOro, B TOCTMHYIO Mamia crnepBa HUCHYrajach... HO IOTOM
oOpanoBanack. Eif yxe He pa3 kazanoch, 4To Mex]ay JIydKOBBIM M €10 CYIIECTBYET KaKO€-TO
HeZ0pa3yMeHue, 4TO OH J0 CHX MOp He MMeN ciaydasl BbICKa3aThbes. JIydkoB cOOOLIMI MPUYHMHY
otcyrcTBus Kucrepa; crapuku n3bsBUIM CBOE cOXalleHHe; HO Mailia ¢ HeJJOBepYMBOCTHIO TIsiena
Ha ABjaes m ToMumiaachk oxkujpanueM. Ilocie oOema oHu ocranuch oaHu; Mama He 3Hajga, 4YTO
CKazaThb, ceya 3a (POPTENbsiHO; MaJIbLIbl €€ TOPOIUIMBO M TPENETHO 3a0erai Mo KJaBuIllaM; OHa
OeclpecTaHHO OCTaHaBJIMBAJIACh U JKJaja MEpPBOro cjioBa... JIydkoB He MOHUMAl M HE JIHOOUI
My3bIKH. Mama 3aroBopusia ¢ HUM o Poccunu (PoccuHM TOJNBKO YTO BXOJWJI TOrJa B MOJY), O
Moumuapre... ABneid IBaHOBUY OTBeUall: «Ja-C, HET-C, KaK Ke-C, MPEKPACHO», — U TOJbKo. Mara
3aurpana OyecTslide BapHalliM Ha POCCHHUEBCKYIO TeMy. JIydkoB ciymian, ciymiai.. W Korjaa
HaKOHeEI[ OHa 00paTHiIach K HEMY, JIUI[O €r0 BBIPAXKaJO TAaKylO0 HEIUIIEMEPHYIO CKYKY, 4yTo Mara
TOTYAC K€ BCKOUMJIA UM 3axJonHyna ¢oprenbsiHo. OHa mojonria K OKHY U JOJro Tisaena B caf;
JIlyukoB He Tporajcsi ¢ MecTa U Bce Mousiyan. HereprieHne HauMHAIO CMEHATH PoOOCTh B JylIe
Mammu. «Yto x? — aymana oHa, — HE XOYEllb... WJIM HE MOXemb?» Ouepenp pobdeTh Obuta 3a
JlyukoBbiM. OH OIIyIIaj OmnsATh OOBIYHYI0 TOMUTENBHYIO HEYBEPEHHOCTh: OH YKe 3ymmics!.. «Hept
K€ MEHS JIEPHYJ CBS3aThCA C JIEBUOHKOI», — OOpMOTaNl OH Mpo ceds... A MEXIy TeM Kak JIETKO
OBLJIO B ATO MTHOBEHHE TPOHYTH cepare Mamu! Uto Obl HU cKa3ajd TaKoW HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIN, XOTS
U CTPaHHBII 4YeloBeK, KakuM OHa BooOpaxkana JlyukoBa, — oHa Obl Bce MOHsUIA, BCE M3BHUHUIIA,
BceMy Obl moBepmiia... Ho ato Tsokenoe, rimynoe monuanue! Cresbl 10caibl HABEPTHIBAIUCH y HEl
Ha rna3a. «Eciu oH He XoueT OOBSICHUTHCS, €CIH sl TOYHO HE CTOIO €ro JOBEPEHHOCTH, 3aUeM Ke
e3auT oH K HaM? Miu, MOXeT ObITh, s HE YMEIO 3aCTaBUTh €ro BbicKazarbea?..» M ona ObicTpo
o0OepHylach ¥ TaKk BOIPOCUTENBHO, TAK HACTONYMBO B3IJIAHYJA HA HETO, YTO OH HE MOT HE MOHATh
€€ B3IJIs11a, HE MOT JI0JIe€ MOJIYaTh...

— Mappsa CepreeBHa, — MPOU3HEC OH, 3AMHUHASCH, — S... Y MEHA... s BaM JOJDKEH 4YTO-TO
CKa3aThb...

— I'oBopuTe, — ObICTpO BO3pasuia Marima.

JIyuykOoB HEPEIINUTEIBLHO OCMOTPEI KPYTOM.

— 4 Tenepp HE MOTYy...

— Otyero xe?

— 51 OBl 5kenan MOroOBOPUTH C BaMHU... HAG/IUHE...

— MBI 1 Tenepb OHHU.

— Jla... HO... 371eCh B JIOME.

Maia cmyTunacs... «Ecnu s oTkaxy eMmy, — moJiymana oHa, — BCe KOHUEHO...» JII000mbITCTBO
nory6usno Ey...

— Sl cornacHa, — cka3ajia OHa HaKOHell.

— Korpa xe? I'ne?

Marma fpimana OpICTPO ¥ HEPOBHO.



— 3aBTpa... BeuepoM. Brl 3Haere pomuity Hag Jonarum Jlyrom?..

— 3a MenbpHULIEH? Mallla KUBHYJIa F'OJIOBOM.

— B xotopom uacy?

— Knure...

bonbiie oHa He Morja HHUYEro BBITOBOPUTH; IOJIOC €€ INEpepBajics... OHAa NoOJeqHeNa U
IIPOBOPHO BBIILIA U3 KOMHATHI.

Yepesz uerBepTh yaca r-H IlepexaToB, C CBOWCTBEHHOH €My JIOOE3HOCTHIO, IPOBOXKAI
JlyukoBa 110 mepeaHel, ¢ YyBCTBOM >Kall EMY PYKY U NPOCHJI «HE 3a0bIBaTh»; IOTOM, OTIIYCTHB
rocTs, C BaXXHOCTBIO 3aMETWJ YEJIOBEKY, UTO HE XyJl0 Obl €My OCTPUYBCS, — U, HE JOXKIABIINCH
0TBETa, C 03a00YEHHBIM BHJIOM BEPHYJICS K ce0e B KOMHATY, C TeM K€ 03a004UEeHHBIM BHIOM TIPHCE
Ha JMBaH U TOTYAC K€ HEBUHHO 3aCHYJI.

— Tol uTo-TO ONEMHA ceronHs, — roBopuia Hennna MakapbeBHaA CBOCH JI0Uepr BEYEPOM TOTO
ke IHS. — 370pOoBa JIA ThI?

— S 3mopoBa, MaMeHbKa.

Hennna MakappeBHa NonpaBuiia y HeW Ha I1ee KOCBIHKY.

— Tel oueHp OnenHa; MOCMOTPU HA MEHSA, — MPOJOJDKAJa OHAa C TOW MATEPUHCKOM
3a00TJINBOCTBIO, B KOTOPOW BCE-TaKU CIBIIIUTCS POAMUTEIbCKAs BJacThb, — HY, BOT U Ija3a TBOU
HeBecenbl. Trl HE310poBa, Mama.

— Y MeHs rojioBa HEMHOTO 0OJUT, — cka3ana Marmra, yTo0 Kak-HUOYIb OTACIAThCS.

— Hy BoT, 51 3nana, — Hernna MakapbeBHa MMOJIOKKTIA JTA0HB KO JIOy Marm, — oJHaKo kKapy
B TeOe HeT.

Mama HarHynack M HOJHSJIA C TMOJYy Kakyr-TO HUTKY. Pyku HeHnnel MakappeBHBI THXO
JIETJIM BOKPYT TOHKOTO cTaHa Marmu.

— Tb1 9TO-TO KaKk OyaTO OBl MHE CKa3aTh XOYEIlh, — JACKOBO MPOTOBOPHIIA OHA, HE pacITycKas
pyk. Maira BHyTpeHHE B3IpOTHYIA.

— SI? metr, MaMeHBKa.

MrHoBeHHO€E cmylieHne Manim He YCKOJIb3HYJO0 OT POJUTENbCKOTO BHUMAHMUS.

— IIpaBo, xouemis... [Togymaii-ka.

Ho Mama ycniena onpaBUTBCS 1 BMECTO OTBETA CO CMEXOM IMOLENI0BAJIA PYKY MaTepH.

— W 6ynTo Hedero Tebe ckazaTh MHE?

— Hy mpaBo ke, Heuero.

— 51 TeGe Bepro, — Bo3pasmina Henuna MakapbeBHa nocie HEMPOAOKUTEIBHOTO MOJTYAHUS. —
51 3Hat0, y TeOs HET HUYEro OT MEHs CKpBITHOTO... He npasna nu?

— KoHeuHo, MaMeHBbKa.

Marma, 0J1HaKo , HE MOIJla HE IOKPACHETh HEMHOTO.

— U xopomo nenaents. I'penrno Obu10 Ob1 TeOE CKPHIBATHCS OT MEHS... Thl Be/Ib 3HACIlIb, KaK 5
TeOs1 ar00II0, Maria.

— O ma, mameHbKa!

N Maia npuxanach K Hel.

— Hy, nonno, nosonpsHo. (Henuna MakapbeBHa npouuiach no komHare.) Hy, ckaxu ke MHe, —
MpOJI0JHKaJIa OHA TOJOCOM YEJIOBEKa, KOTOPbIM YYBCTBYET, YTO BOMNPOC €r0 HE MMEET HHKAKOIO
0COOCHHOTO 3HAYEHHSI, — O YeM ThI CErOIHs pa3roBapuBaia ¢ ApieeM VBanbruem?

— C Aneem MBanbryem? — criokoiiHo nmopTopmia Maimma. — J[a Tak, 000 BceM...

— Yto, OH Tebe HpaBUTCS?

— Kak xe, HpaBuTCs.

— A IOMHUIIIb, KaK ThI )KeJlajia ¢ HUM MO3HAKOMUTHCSA, KaK BOJTHOBAIACH?

Maia oTBEpHYJIaCh U 3aCMesach.

— Kakoii oH cTpannslit! — noOpoaymHo 3amermina Hennna MakapbeBHa.

Maima xotena ObLIO 3aCTYNHUTHCS 3a JIydKkoBa, Aa MPUKyCHiIa S3bIYOK.

— Jla, KOHE4HO, — MPOrOBOPHIIAa OHA JOBOJBHO HEOPEKHO, — OH Uy/laK, HO BCE JK€ OH XOPOIIHii
4enoBek!

— O pa!.. Yro ®enop denopsiy He npuexan?



— Bunno, He3mopoB. Ax, na! kcraru: @emop Degopsiu XOTEN MHE TOJAPUTH cO0auKy... Th
MHE T03BOJIUIIE?

— YT0? NPUHATH €T0 MO0AAPOK?

— Ja.

— Pasymeercs.

— Hy, 6nmaromapctByid, — cka3zana Mara, — BOT GyiaroiapcTByit!

Henuna MakapbeBHa o111a 0 IBEPU U BAPYT BEPHYJIACh HA3a/l.

— A IOMHHIIIB THI cBO€ oOemianue, Maria?

— Kakoe?

— To1 MHE XOTETa CKa3aTh, KOT/1a BIFOOUIIBCS.

— [TomHrO.

— Hy, uro x?.. Eme He Bpems? (Maia 3B0HKO paccMestiack.) [locMoTpu-ka MHE B Ti1a3a.

Marma siCHO 1 CMeJIo B3TJIsIHYJIa Ha CBOIO MaTh.

«He moxer ObiTh! — mogymana Henwna MakapbeBHa W ycrmokousach. — [ae el MeHs
obmanyTts!.. U ¢ gero s B3sia?.. OHa elie COBEpIICHHBIN PEOCHOK...»
Ona ymna...

«A Beapb 3TO rpex», — noaymana Marma.
Vi

Kucrep ner yxe cnarb, korna JIlyukoB Bouen Kk HeMy B KoMHaty. JIumo Opetepa HUKOr/Aa He
BBIpa)Kajo OJHOTO YYBCTBA; TaK W TENEpb: MPUTBOPHOE paBHOAYIINE, Ipydas pajocTh, CO3HAHHE
CBOEr0 MPEBOCXOCTBA... MHOXKECTBO PA3IMYHBIX YYBCTB Pa3bIIPhIBAIIOCH B €TO YEPTaX.

— Hy, ut0? Hy, yT0? — TOpOommuBO cnpocun ero Kucrep.

— Hy, uro! bein. Tebe kinanstorcs.

— YT0? OHM BCE 310POBBI?

— Y10 M nenaercs!

— CropamuBalid, OTYETO sl HE mpuexan?

— CropamuBaiii, KaxeTcs.

Jly4ykoB morJisiiesn B MOTOJIOK | 3anen ¢anbiunBo. Kucrep omycTun riasa u 3agyMaics.

— A Beslb BOT, — XPUIUIBIM U PE3KUM I0JI0COM MPOMOJIBUI JIydKOB, — BOT Thl YMHBIN YETOBEK,
ThI YYEHBIN YEJI0BEK, a BEJIb TOKE MHOI' /A, C MI03BOJICHUS CKa3aTh, JUYb MOPEIb.

— A uro?

— A BoT utO0. Hanpumep, HacyeT >keHIIMH. Beap yk Kak Thl UX npeBo3HOCHIb! CTHUXU O HUX
yuTaenb! Bece oHn y TeOs aHTeNnbl... XOPpOIU aHTebl!

— 51 xeHIuH 110010 U yBaxaro, HO...

— Hy, xoHe4yHo, KoHe4HO, — mepedun ero ABnei. S Beas ¢ To6oi#t He cnopro. I'me mue! S,
pazyMeercs, YeIOBEK MPOCTOM.

— S xoren ckazaTh, 4TO... OAHAKO NOYEMY Tbl HMMEHHO, CErOJHA... UMEHHO TEIephb...
3aroBOPHII O JKECHILMHAX ?

— Tax! — ABzeli 3HAUUTENBHO YIIBIOHYIICS.

— Tak! — Kucrtep npoH3uTeNbHO NOTIIsAIEN Ha cBoero npusartens. OH nogyman (yucras aymal),
y1o Maia 1ypHO ¢ HUM 0001LIach; MOKalyl, MOMYy4YuiIa ero, Kak OJHH KEHIIUHBI YMEIOT MYYUTh.

— Tw1 oropueH, Mol OeaHBIN ABIEH; TPU3HAMCA. ..

JIyukoB pacxoxoTaics,

— Hy, oropuaTthcsi MHE, Ka)KeTCs, HEUEM, — IPOMOJIBUJI OH C PAaCCTaHOBKOM, CaMOJJ0BOJIBHO
pasrinaxuBas ycbl. — Het, BOT Buaumb jau uto, deas, — npoAobkKal OH TOHOM HacTaBHHUKA, — S
X0Ten Tebe TOJIBKO 3aMETHUTh, YTO Thl HACUET KEHIIUH olubaenses, Apyr Moid. [loseps mue, dens,
OHM BC€ Ha OAHY cTaTh. CTOUT MOXJIONOTaTh HEMHOTO, MMOBEPTETHCA OKOJIO HUX — U JIEJIO B LUISIIE.
Bot xo1bk 661 Mama IlepekaToBa...

— Hy!

JIydkoB mocTydas HOroi 00 1moJi ¥ mokayaj roJoBOH.



— Kaxercs, 9To BO MHE TakKOro 0coOEHHOTO M IpUBJieKaTenbHOr0, a? Kaxercs, Hudero. Benn
HU4ero? A BOT 3aBTpa MHE Ha3HAYEHO CBU/AHBE.

Kuctep npunoansuics, onepcst Ha JIOKOTh U ¢ U3yMJICHHEM NTocMoTpen Ha JIyukoBa.

— Beuepowm, B poiie... — criokoiiHo npoaomkan Apaei MBanoBuu. — Ho Thl He aymaii dero-
HUOYAb Takoro. $I TOMbKO Tak. 3Haemb — CKy4yHO. JleBouka XOpOIIeHbKas... Hy, AyMaro, 4To 3a
Oena? JKeHUTbCA-TO 51 HE KEHIOCh... a TaK, TPAXHY CTapuHOW. babuThcs He MOOII0 — a JIEBUOHKY
MOTEIINTh MOXKHO. BMecTe mociyiaeM cojioBbeB. ITO — MO-HACTOSIIEMY, TBOE J€JI0; Ja, BUIIb, Y
aToro 60abbs ria3 Hery. UTo s, KaXKHCh, iepet To00i?

JlyukoB roBopmn poiro. Ho Kucrep ero ne ciyman. ¥V Hero rosoBa nomnuia kpyroMm. OH
OJICIHET ¥ TIPOBOIMII PYKOO 110 JUITY. JIYIKOB MOKAYHUBAJICS B KpeciaX, KMYPHIICS, MTOTATHBAIICS —
Y, TIPUIIUCHIBAsi PeBHOCTH BoJiHeHHE Kuctepa, uyTh He 3aapixaiica oT yaoBoascTBHs. Ho Kucrepa
MY4HJIa HE PEBHOCTH: OH ObUI OCKOpOJIEH HE CaMUM IMPU3HAHUEM, HO TPyOOH HEOPEHKHOCTHIO
ABJiesi, €ro paBHOAYIIHBIM M TPE3PUTETBHBIM OT3bIBOM O Mamre. OH mpoAohKan MPUCTATHHO
IJISIIeTh Ha OpeTepa — U, Ka3ajoch, B MEPBBIN pa3 XOPOIICHHKO PACCMOTPEN €ro 4epThl. Tak BOT U3
yero xjonoTtan oH! BoT /st yero >xepTBoBaj cOOCTBEHHOUM HaKJIOHHOCTHIO! BoT oHO, G1aronatnoe
neicteue moo0BH!

— ABJieii... pa3Be Thl €€ He JI0UIIL? — MPoOOPMOTal OH HAKOHEII.

— O HeBUHHOCTB! 0 Apkanus! — ¢ 3T0OHBIM XOXOTOM BO3pa3ui ABCH.

Ho6perit Kucrep u tyr He mojmancs: «MoxeT ObITh, — AyMmMan OH, — ABIEH 3IHUTCS U
“lToMaeTcs’”’ 1O MPUBBIYKE... OH HE HAIIEJ €11€ HOBBIX CJIOB JUIS BBIPAXKEHHS HOBBIX OLIyIIEHUN. [[a
1 B HEM camMoM — B Kucrepe — He CKpbhIBaeTCs JIM Pyroe YyBCTBO MOJ HerogoBaHuem? He oTToro
JIM TaK HEMPHUITHO MOpa3uio ero npusHanue Jlyakosa, yto aeno kacanoch Mamm? [louemy 3HaTh,
MOXeT ObITh, JIydkoB melcTBUTENHHO B Hee BIOONeH... Ho Her! Het! Thicsuy pa3 Het! DTOT
yeJloBeK BiIOONeH?.. ['aJok ATOT YEOBEK C CBOMM JKEIYHBIM M JKEITHIM JIUIIOM, C CBOHMH
CYIOPOKHBIMHU U KOTIAYbHMH JBIKEHUSMH, C TIPUIIOIHITHIM OT PaIoCTH TOpioM... Tagok! Hert, He
TaKUMHU CJIOBaMH BbIcKa3an Obl Kucrep mpemanHomy Apyry TailHy JrOOBH CBOECH... B m30BITKE
CYaCTHsl, C HEMBbIM BOCTOPI'OM, C CBETJILIMH, OOUJIFHBIMHU CJI€3aMU Ha IJ1a3ax MpHrKajcs Obl OH K €ro
Tpyau...»

— Urto, Opat? — roBopun ABJeH, — HE OKUJIAJ, MpU3HAKCA? U Teleph caMoMy JIocamaHo? a?
3aBuHO? ipusHaiics, @exns! a? a? Beap n3-nox Hocy moATHOPMI y TEOS 1eBUOHKY!

Kucrep xoten 6bU10 BBICKA3aThCs, HO OTBEPHYJICS JTUIOM K cTeHe. «OObSICHSTD... Iepe]] HUM?
Hwu 3a uro! — meniran on mpo ce6s. OH MeHsI He MTOHUMaET... mycTh! OH mpeanoaaracT BO MHE OJTHH
JypHbIE UYBCTBA — ITYCTh!..»

ABJieli BcTall.

— 51 BUKY, ThI CHIaTh XOYElllb, — IPOTOBOPWII OH C IPUTBOPHBIM y4acTUEM, — 51 Te0e HEe X0Uy
MemaTtk. Ciy CHOKOMHO, APYTr MOH... ciiu!

W JlyukoB BbIIIEN, BEChbMa JOBOJBHBIN CO00IO.

Kucrep ne mor 3acHyrs a0 3apu. OH ¢ JUXOPaJOYHBIM YIPSMCTBOM IE€PEBEPTHIBAT U
MepelyMbIBal OJHY U TY € MBIC/Ib — 3aHSTHE, CIHUIIKOM H3BECTHOE HECUACTHBIM JIFOOOBHUKAM;
OHO JICWCTBYET Ha AYIY, KaK MEXH Ha TJICIOIIHUNA YTOJb.

«Ecnmu maxe, — nyman oH, — JIydkoB K Heil paBHOMYIIEH, €CITM OHA cama Opocuiach eMy Ha
Ier0, BCe-TaKu HE JOJDKEH OH ObUI Jake CO MHOM, ¢ CBOMM JAPYroM, TaK HEMOYTUTEIbHO, TaK
o0uHO ToBOpUTH O Heli! UeMm ona BuHoBaTa? Kak He moskaneTs OeHON, HEONIBITHOMN JE€BYILIKH ?

Ho neyxenu ona eMy Ha3Hauuia ceuanue? Haznaunna — TO4YHO Ha3Haywia. ABJEH He JDKET;
OH HUKOT/1a He JKeT. Ho, MokeT ObITh, 3TO B HEl Tak, ojiHa daHTa3usl...

Ho ona ero He 3Haet... OH B COCTOSIHHH, MOXaNyid, ockopouts ee. [locne ceronHsuHero aHs
s HA 3a 4TO HE OTBeyaro... A He caMHM JM Bbl, rocnoguH Kucrep, ero pacxBaiuBaiu u
npeBo3Hocunu? He camu nu BbI Bo3Oynmiu ee mobonsiTctBo?.. Ho kTo % 310 3Han? Kto 310 MOT
NPEABUACTB?..

Uro npeasuaets? JlaBHO 1 OH miepectan ObITh MOMM Apyrom?.. Jla mosHo, ObUT M OH KOTIA
MouM sapyrom? Kakoe pazouapoBanue! Kakoit ypok!»

Bce mpomenmiee Buxpem KpyTuwioch mnepen riazamu Kucrepa. «Jla, s ero mrobwn, —



npomienTain oH HakoHel. Otuero e s pazmoomt ero? Tak ckopo?.. [la paszmobwn mu s ero? Her,
oTuero noJooui s ero? S onua?»

JIrobsimee cepaue Kucrepa oTTOro MMEHHO W MPHBS3AIOCh K ABJEIO, YTO BCE JIPYTHE €ro
gyxanuck. Ho 1o0Opblit M0101011 YesioBek He 3HaN caM, KaK BEJIMKa ero J00poTa.

«Moi1 goar, — npojoJpkail oH, — npenynpeauts Mapsio CepreeBHy. Ho kak? Kakoe mpaso
MMEI0 sI BMEIIMBATHCS B UY)XHE Jiela, B 4yKylo Jr000Bs? [lodemy s 3Ha[0, Kakoro poja d3Ta
m060Bb? Moxet ObITh, U B camoM JlydkoBe...» — Het! HeT!— roBopm oH BCIyX, ¢ 10Ca0l, MOYTH
CO CJI€3aMH, TOTPABJISIS MTOTYIIKH, — ITOT YEJIOBEK KAMEHb...

— S cam BuWHOBAT... s moTepsul apyra... Xopom apyr! Xopoma u ona!.. Kakoi s ramkuit
srouct! — Her, Het!! oT rimyOuHbI Ayy sxenaro uM cdactbs... CuacTbs! na oH cmeetcs Hax Heit!l.. U
3a4eM OH cebe yChl KpacuT? YK, MPaBo, KaxeTcs... AX, Kak s CMEIIOH! — TBEpIUJI OH 3achITasl.

Vil

Ha npyroit nens, yrpom, Knucrep noexan k IlepekarossiM. [Ipu cBunanum n Kucrep 3amerun
OonbiIyto nepeMeny B Marie, 1 Maia Haiuia B HeM IepeMeHy; Ho nmpomoidainu oda. Bee yrpo um
OblI0, TIPOTHB OOBIKHOBEHHS, HeNnoBko. Jloma Kucrep mnpuroroBusi OBLJIO MHOXKECTBO
JIBYCMBICIIEHHBIX peueil U HaMEKOB, JPYKECKHUX COBETOB... HO BCE 3TH MPUTOTOBJICHUS OKa3aJUCh
COBEpIIEHHO Oecrojie3HpIMUA. Marra cMyTHO 4YyBCTBOBasia, uto Kucrep 3a Hell HaOmromaer; e
Ka3aJloCh, 4YTO OH C HAaMEpPEeHHWEM 3HAYUTEIbHO IPOM3HOCUT UHBIE CJOBa; HO OHA TaKXke
YyBCTBOBajia B ceOc BOJIHEHHE M HE Bepwia cBouM HabmomeHusMm. «Kak Obl OH He B3gyman
ocTaTbes 710 Beuepa!» — OecnpecTaHHO JyMasa OHa U cTapajiach 1aTh €My MOHATh, YTO OH JIUIIHUH.
C cBoeii croponsl, Kuctep npuHuMan ee HEJIOBKOCTh, €€ TPEBOTY 3a OUEBH/IHbIE TPU3HAKH JIHOOBH,
u yeM Oosiee OH 3a Hee Oosjicsi, TEM MEHee pemiancs roBopuTh o JlyukoBe; a Mama ymnopHo
Moyana o HeM. Tspkeno Obuio O6eqHoMy Denopy denopoBudy. OH HauMHAN HAKOHEl MOHUMATh
cobcTtBeHHBIC UyBcTBAa. Hukornma Maima emy He kazanach muiie. OHa, BUAMMO, HE Crajia BO BCIO
HOYb. Jlerkuil pymsiHel MATHaMU BBICTYNald Ha ee OJeIHOM JIMIe; CTaH clerka cruoancs,
HEBOJIbHAs TOMHAs yJIbIOKa HE CXOJuia ¢ T'y0; m3peaka mpoderajia ApoKb MO €€ MOoOIeTHEeBIINM
ieyaM; B3IUIAIbI TUXO Pa3ropaiuch U ObicTpo moracaiu... Henuna MakapbeBHa moJicena K HUM U,
MOXeET OBbITh, C HAMEpPEHUEM yroMsHyna 00 Apaee MBanosuye. Ho Mamra B mpucyrcTBumM Matepu
BOOPYKHJIACh jusqu'aux dents™, xax roBOPAT (PpaHIy3bl, U HE BbIJaJa, ce0s HUCKOJBKO. Tak
MIPOLLIO BCE YTPO.

— Br1 o6enaete y Hac?— cripocwiia Hennna MakapeeBHa Kucrepa.

Maia oTBEpHYJIACh.

— Her, — nocnemno npousnec Kucrtep u B3riasiHyn Ha Mamy. — Bbel MeHsS U3BHUHMTE...
00513aHHOCTH CITY)KOBI...

Henuna MakapreBHa U3bsSIBIIIA CBOE COXKAJIEHUE, KaK BOJUTCS; BCJIE] 32 HEW U3bSIBUI UTO-TO
r. [lepekaroB. «51 HUKOMY HE X04y MemiaTh, — X0Tell cka3arb Kuctep Maie, nmpoxoas MUMO, HO
BMECTO TOTO HAKJIIOHWICA, IIEMHYT: — byAbTe CYACTIMBBL.. MPOIUIANTE... OEperuTech...» — H
CKPBLICS.

Maia B310XHYNa OT MIyOMHBI AYIIH, 4 IOTOM KUCIyranach ero orbesna. Uro x ee Myqyuno?
TM000BB WU JIIOOOTBITCTBO? bOT 3HAET; HO, TOBTOPSIEM, OJIHOTO JIOOOIBITCTBA JOCTATOYHO OBLIO,
4TOOBI IOTYOUTH EBY.

Vi

Z[OJ'IFI/IM .HyTOM Ha3bIBaJIaCb MIMPOKAad W PpOBHAA IIOJIsIHA Ha HpaBOI\/’I CTOPOHE PCUKU
CHG)KI/IHKI/I, B BCPCTC OT UMCHUA IT. HepeKaTOBLIX. JleBoIit 6eper, BCCh HOKpBITBIﬁ MOJOJbIM
T'YCTBIM IIY6H5{KOM, KpYTO BO3BbBIIIAJICA HA pCHKOﬁ, IIO4YTH 3apocme171 JJO3HsAKaMH, HCKJIro4as
HEOOIBIINX ((33.BOI[efl», MMpucTaHriia JUKUuX yTOK. B MOJIYBEPCTE OT PCUKU, 110 IIPABYIO KE€ CTOPOHY

3 .. jusqu'aux dents — 10 3y60B.



Hoaroro Jlyra, HaunHaNIMCh MOKAThl€, BOJHUCTBIE XOJIMBI, PEAKO YCESHHBIE CTapbIMU Oepe3amu,
KYCTaMU OPEIIHUKA U KaJUHBI.

Connue caaunoch. MenpHUIA IIyMena U cTydaia BJAlIM, TO TPOMYE, TO THUILIE, CMOTpPS IO
BeTpy. ['ocnonckuii TabyH JIeHMBO OpOAMI MO JIYTy; MACTyX IIeJN, HAareBas, 3a CTaJOM KaIHBIX U
MYTJIMBBIX OBEIl; CTOPOXKEBBIE COOAKM CO CKYKHM THAJIMCH 3a BopoHamu. Ilo poie xoami, ckpects
pyku, JlyukoB. Ero npuBsizanHas jomap ye He pa3 0To3Bajlach HETEPIEINBO Ha 3BOHKOE prKaHHE
xKepedAT 1 KoObLI. ABJEH 31muiics U pooed, 1Mo 0ObIKHOBEHUIO. Ele He yBepeHHBIH B J1I00BU Marw,
OH YK€ CepAMJICsl Ha Hee, M0caZoBaj Ha ceOs... HO BOJIHEHHE B HEM 3ariymano pocany. OH
OCTaHOBWJICSI HAKOHEI] TIEpe]l IIMPOKUM KYyCTOM OpPEIIHHMKA M Hadall XJIBICTUKOM COMBATh KpalHUE
JIUCTBAL. ..

EMy mnocnplmancs Jerkuid myM... OH IHOJHSJI TOJIOBY... B gecsaTu marax OT HEro crosuia
Maiua, Bcst packpacHeBIIasiCsl OT ObICTPOM X0b0bI, B IIJISANIKE, HO 0€3 mepyarok, B 0elIoM IUI1aThe, ¢
HAcCKOPO 3aBS3aHHBIM IUIATOYKOM Ha 1iee. OHa MPOBOPHO OMYCTHJIA TJ1a3a U TUXO MOKAaYHYIaCh...

ABJieil HETOBKO M C HATAHYTOM yJIBIOKOM Mojomniesn K Hell.

— Kak s cyacTiuB... — Hayan ObLJIO OH €]1Ba BHATHO.

— Sl ouenb pana... BaC BCTPETUTh... — 3a/bIXasCh, nepedmna ero Mama. — I 0OBIKHOBEHHO
T'YJISIFO 3/IECh 110 BEYEPaM... U BBL...

Ho JlyukoB He ymen faxke MOUIaJNUTh €€ CTHJIMBOCTH, MOAJEPKATh €€ HEBUHHYIO JIOXKb.

— Kaxercs, Mapps CepreeBHa, — NpOMOJIBUI OH C JOCTOMHCTBOM, — BaM CaMHM YT'OJHO
OBLTI0...

— Ha... ga... — ToporuMBo Bo3paszuia Mama. — Bbl xenanu MeHsl BUJIETh, Bbl XOTENH... — ['0J10C
ee 3amep. JIlyukoB momvan. Marra poOko moHsIa ri1asa.

— HM3BuHWTE MEHs, — Haval OH, HE TJISAS Ha HEe, — S YEJIIOBEK MPOCTOM M HE MPHUBBHIK
OOBSACHATHCS... C AJaMaMHU... S... s JKenajl BaM CKa3aTh... HO, KaXKETCS, BBl HE PACIOJIOKEHbl MEHS
CIIYILATb...

— I'oBopure...

— Bbl npukassiBaere... Hy, Tak ckaky BaM OTKpPOBEHHO, YTO yX€ JIaBHO, C T€X MOpP Kak s UMeJ
4YeCTh C BAMH [TO3HAKOMHUThCH. ..

ABJzeil octaHoBWICS. Maia skajia KOHIIa peyu.

— Bripouewm, s He 3Hat0, /TSI 4ero 3To Bce BaM ToBOpIo... CBoel cyibObI HE IEPEMEHHUIIIb. .

— [Touemy 3HaTH...

— S 3nar0! — mpauHo Bo3paswin ABJiel. — S MpUBBIK BCTpeYaTh €€ yaaphl!

Maiie mokasanoch, YTO Telephb Mo KpaiiHed Mmepe He ciiefoBasio JIydkoBy »kanoBaTbcs Ha
cynb0y.

— Ectb 100pble J1to/I1 Ha CBETE, — C YABIOKON 3aMeTHIa OHa, — Aa)Ke CIMIIKOM TOOpBIE. ..

— $1 nonumatro Bac, Mapsbst CepreeBHa, v, IOBEPhTE, YMEIO LIEHUTH Ballle PacIojoKeHue... ...
s... Bel HE paccepauTecs?

— Her... YUto BBI XOTHUTE CKa3aTh?

— 51 X04y cKa3ark... UTO BBl MHE HpaBUTECh... Mapbs CepreeBHa, Ype3BbIYaiiHO HPABUTECH...

— 51 ouens Bam OnarojapHa, — ¢ CMylleHHEM nepedbuna ero Maima; cepile ee cKaiaoch OT
OKUJAHHS U cTpaxa. — AX, MOCMOTPUTE, TocnoauH JIydkoB, — mpojoinKaia OHa, — MOCMOTPUTE,
Kakou Buna!

Ona ykazanma eMmMy Ha Jyr, BeCh HCIEUIPEHHBIM JIMHHBIMU, BEYEPHHMHU TEHSMH, BECh
QJICIONIUI Ha COJIHIIE.

BuyTtpenno o6pasoBaHHBIN BHE3AMTHOM MIepeMeHoi pa3roBopa, JIyukoB Havan «1t000BaThC»
BuaoM. OH crtan nojuie Mamu...

— Bb1 mo0ute mpupoay? — cnpocuiia oHa BAPYT, OBICTPO MOBEPHYB T'OJIOBKY M B3TJISIHYB Ha
HEro TeM APY>KeTIOOHBIM, JTIOOOMBITHBIM U MATKUM B3TJISA0M, KOTOPBIN, KaK 3BEHSIINI TOJOCOK,
JTAETCS TOJIBKO MOJIO/IBIM JEBYILIKaM.

— Ja... mpupoja... KOHE4YHO... — mpobopmoTan ABjeil. — KoHedHo... BeuepoM MPUSTHO TYNATh,
XOTsl, MPU3HATHCS, 5 COIAAT, U HEKHOCTH HE MO0 MOEH YaCTH.

JIydkoB dYacTo MOBTOpSJI, 4YTO OH «coiaat». Hacrano HeOousbloe Mmoidanue. Maria



IIPOJI0JIKAJIA TISJETh Ha JIYT.

«He yittu mu? — nmonyman Asaeii. — Bot B3mop! Cwmeneit!..» — Mapea CepreeBHa... —
3aroBOPUJI OH JIOBOJIBHO TBEPABIM T'OJIOCOM.

Marra 06epHynach K HEMy.

— V3BUHUTE MEHS, — HaYaJl OH Kak OBl IIyTs, — HO MO3BOJIBTE, C MOEH CTOPOHBI, Y3HATh, YTO
BbI JymMaeTe 000 MHE, YyBCTBYETE JIU KaKO€-HUOY/b... ITAKOE... paCIOJIOKEHUE K MOel ocode?

«boske MOH, KaK OH HEJIOBOK!» — cka3zana npo ceds Marma.

— 3Haere JM BbI, rocrioinH JIy4KoB, — OTBEYajga OHA eMy C YIBIOKOH, — 4TO HE BCErja JEeTKO
JlaTh PEIIMTEIbHBIA OTBET HA PEIUIUTENbHBIN BOIIpoc?

— OpHako...

— Jla Ha uto Bam?

— Jla s, moMuITyiiTe, KEIaro 3HATh...

— Ho... [IpaBaa nu, yto BBl OoJiblION yanuct? CkaxkuTe, Ipasa v, — IpoMoJsiBuia Maria ¢
POOKHM JIFOOOTIBITCTBOM, — TOBOPSIT, BBl YK€ HE OJHOTO 4YesoBeKa younu?

— Cnydanoch, — paBHOIYITHO BO3pa3uil ABJEH U TIOTIa U yCHI.

Mamia npucTaJIbHO ITIOCMOTpENIA Ha HETO.

— BoT 3TOM pyKOIi... — IponIienTana oHa.

Mexny TeMm KpoBb pasropenach B JlyukoBe. VYixke Oojee ueTBEepTH uyaca MOJOJas
XOpOILIEHbKas JeBYIIKA BEpPTEIach Mepe HUM...

— Mapps CepreeBHa, — 3aroBOpuJI OH OMSTh PE3KUM M CTPaHHBIM TOJIOCOM, — BBl TENEpPb
3HAaeTe MOM YyBCTBa, 3HAETE, 3aUeM S JKeJlal BaC BUJETb... Bbl ObUIHM CTOJIBKO JOOPHL... CKaxuTe Xe
1 Bbl MHE HAaKOHEI], YETO 51 MOT'Y Ha/IeAThCA. ..

Maima Beprena B pykKax IMOJeBYIO TIBO3AuKy.. OHa B3mIsiHyna cOoky Ha Jlydkosa,
MOKpacHena, yaplOHyach, ckazana: «Kakue Bl MyCTSIKH TOBOPUTEY, — U MOJaJIa €My IIBETOK.

ABJIei1 CXBaTUII €€ 3a PYKY.

— Wtak, BeI MeHsa ao0uTe! — BOCKIMKHY OH. Marma Bcs moxojonena ot ucmyra. OHa He
IyMaia mpu3HaBaThCcsl ABJIEIO B JIIOOBU; OHA cama ellle, HaBepHOe, He 3HaJa, JIIOOUT JIM OHa €ro, U
BOT yX OH €€ MpeaynpexaaeT, HAaCWJIbHO 3acCTaBlisIeT BBICKA3aTbCid — CTaJl0 ObITh, OH €€ He
MOHUMAeT... DTa MBICJIb OBICTpee MOJIHUU CBEpKHYNa B rojjoBe Mamm. OHa HUKaK HE OXuaaia
TaKOW CKOpOH pa3Bs3KW... Maima, Kak JIOOOTBITHBIN peOSHOK, IENbId JIeHb ce0s CrpalidBalia;
«Heyxenu JIyuykoB MeHs THOOMT?» — MeuTana O MPUATHOW BEUEpHEH MPOTyJKe, MOYTHTEIbHBIX U
HEXHBIX peyax, MBICJICHHO KOKEeTHHYala, MpHuydaja K cebe AuKaps, MO3BOJSUIA MPU MPOLIAHbE
MIOIIEJIOBATh CBOIO PYKY... © BMECTO TOTO...

Bmecrto Toro ona Bpyr no4yBCTBOBajia y ce0sl Ha IIEKe HKECTKUE YCbl ABJES...

— bynemTe cuacTiuBbl, — HIENTal OH, — BeJlb TOJBKO €CTh OJIHO CUACThe Ha 3emiie!..

Maiua B3poruyna, ¢ y:kacoMm oToexana B CTOPOHY U, Bcs OJe/iHasi, OCTAaHOBUIIACH, OMUPAsICh
pyKoii 0 Oepe3y. ABei cMeNIaics CTPAIIHO.

— W3BuHUTE MeHs, — G0pMOTa OH, MOJABUrasiCh K HEH, — 51, MPaBo, HE JyMall...

Maia monya, BO Bce Tfiasa, risifiefia Ha Hero... HempusiTHas ynblOka KpuUBHIIA €rO TYOBL...
KpacHbI€ IMSATHA BBICTYIUIN Ha €r0 JIHIIE...

— Yero ke Bbl bouTech? — MpOJ0IKA OH, — BEJIMKA BaXXHOCTh? Benb MeXy HaMu yKe BCe...
TOTO...

Marra mosyana.

— Hy, nonHoTe!.. 4TO 3a TIIynocTu? 9TO TOJNBKO Tak... JIyUKOB MPOTAHYI K HEH PYKY...

Mama BcnomHmiia Kucrepa, ero «oeperutechy», 3aMepiia OT CTpaxa M JIOBOJIbHO BU3IJIUBBIM
roJI0COM 3aKpHyaia:

— Tantroma!

M3-3a opexoBOro KycTa BBIHBIPHYJO KpYIJIO€ JMIO TOPHUYHON... ABJeH moTepsiics
COBEPUICHHO. Y CIIOKOEHHAsl MPUCYTCTBUEM CBOEH NPUCITYKHHIBI, Maiia He TPOHyJach C MeCTa.
Ho Operep Bech 3arpemneTan OT HNPWIMBA 3JI0CTH; IJ1a3a €0 ChEKWINCh; OH CTHCHYJI KyJakd U
CYJOPO’KHO 3aX0XOTaJl.

— BbpaBo! 6paBo! YMHO — Heuero ckaszatb! — 3akpuyain oH. Mara octoyioenena.



— BbI, s BUKY, NpUHSAIM Bce Mepbl npenoctopoxHoct, Mapesa CepreeBHa? OcTOpOXKHOCTb
HuKorna He Memaer. KakoBo? B Hamie BpeMs OapblllHM AadbHOBHJHEE CTapuKOB. Bor Tebe u
000BB!

— 51 He 3Ha10, rocroiuH JIy4KoB, KTO BaM Jajl MPaBO TOBOPUTH O JIFOOBH... O KaKo J1I00BU?

— Kak kro? Jla BbI camu! — nmepedun ee JIyakos, — BOT emie! — OH 9yBCTBOBA, YTO MOPTHUT BCE
JIeNI0, HO HE MOT YJIep>KaThCA.

— S moctynwia HeoOayMaHHO, — IporoBopuwia Mamia. — Sl cHM301LIa Ha Bally Ipock0y B
Ha/eXK e Ha Bamty la politesse... 1a BB He MOHUMAaeTe TO-()PaHITy3CKH, — Ha Ballly BEXJIUBOCTb...

Asnielt moGsennen. Maira mopasuiia ero B caMoe cep/iiie.

— 51 He moHMMAaI0 TMO-(PaHITY3CKU... MOXKET OBITh, HO S MOHHUMAIO... S TIOHUMAIO, YTO BaM
YrOHO OBIJIO CMEATHCS HAaJI0 MHOM. .

— CoBceM Het, ABjeii MIBaHBIY... 5 1aKe OUEHDb COXKAJIEIO. ..

— V3K, moXaiyiicTa, He TOJKyWTe O BalleM COKaJleHHM, — C 3aNaJbYMBOCTHUIO Iepedus ee
ABJieH, — y’K OT 3TOTO-TO BBl ME€HsI H30aBbTe!

— lN'ocnoaun JIyykos...

— Jla He U3BOJIbTE CMOTPETH repuoruHei... Hampacuslit Tpy1! MeHs Bbl He 3amyraere.

Maiua oTcTynmiIa mar Ha3aj, ObICTPO MOBEPHYJIACh U MOLLUIA TPOYb.

— Ilpukaxkere BamM mpuciaTh Balllero JApyra, BalIero MAacCTYIIKa, YYyBCTBUTEIBHOIO
Cepneukuna, Kucrepa? — 3akpuvan eid Bcien ABneid. OH Tepsia rojoBy. — YK HE O3TOT JIH
MpUATENH?..

Maina He oTBeYasia €My M TOCIICNTHO, PAJOCTHO yransuiack. EW OBIIO JIETKO, HECMOTPSI HA
ucnyr u BojgHeHbe. OHa Kak O0yaTo mpoOyAuIach OT TSHKEJIOTo CHA, U3 TEMHOW KOMHATHI BBIIILIA Ha
BO3JIyX U COJHIE... ABJIed KaK MCCTYIUIEHHBII MMOCMOTpEN KPYroOM, C MOJIYAJIIMBBIM OEIIEHCTBOM
clioMaji MOJIOJIOE JIepPeBIO, BCKOYMJ Ha JIOIIAAh M TaK SPOCTHO BOH3al B HEE WIMOPHI, TaK
0€3)KallOCTHO Jieprai U KPyTWJI MOBOJIbS, YTO HECYACTHOE KUBOTHOE, IPOCKAKaB BOCEMb BEPCT B
YETBEPTh Yaca, €/1Ba HE U3J0XJIO B Ty K€ HOYb...

Kucrep nanpacno no noiayHouu npoxaai JIydkoBa u Ha Ipyrou 1€Hb YTpOM caM OTIIPABHIICS
Kk Hemy. Jenmuk nonoxun denopy denopoudy, yto OapvH-/I€ MOYUBAECT U HE BEJENl HUKOTO
npunuMatb. «M mens He Benmen?» — «M Bame Omaropoamwe He Benem». Kuctep ¢ MydHTeNlIbHBIM
OECIIOKOMCTBOM MPOIIEINICS pasa JiBa 1Mo yJIUIlEe, BEPHYJICS JOMOM. Yemnobek ™ eMy MoJaJl 3alHCKYy.

— Ot koro?

— Or IlepekatoBbiX-C. ApTeMKa-(l)aneTop15 MIPUBE3.

VY Kucrepa 3aapoxaiu pyku.

— IIpuka3zanu knansatecs. [Ipukasann oTBeTa NIpOCUTh-C. APTEMKE MPUKAXKETE 1aTh BOJKHU-C?

Kucrep MenneHHO pa3BepHYII 3alIUCOUYKY U MPOYEIT CIAEAYIOLIEE:

«JTro6e3nsrit, 1o6peiit denpop GemnopoBuu!

MHe o4eHb, OUYE€Hb HY)KHO Bac BUAETh. [Ipuesxkaiite, ecau moxere, ceroans. He oTkaxure
MHE B MO€i Mpock0e, Mpolry Bac UMEHEM Haleil ctapuHHOU Apy:kObl. Eciiv 6 BBl 3HAMM... 1a BbI
Bce y3Haere. Jlo cBUIaHUs — HE MpaB/a Jin?

Marie.

P. S. HenmpemeHHO nipre3aiTe CETroIHs.

— Tak npukaxkere-c ApTemMke-(aneTopy MoJHECTH BOAKHU?

Kucrep nonro, ¢ u3yminenremM nocMoTpen B JUILO CBOEMY UEIIOBEKY U BBIIIEN, HE CKa3aB HU
CJIOBA.

— bapun npukazan Tebe BOJIKM TMOJHECTH W MHE MpUKa3al ¢ TOOOH BBIMUTH, — TOBOPHUI
Kucrtpos uenosek Apremke-ganeropy.

IX

Y Yenosex — 3meck: npuciyra.
= Danemop — uckax. poperTop, Kydep.



Maina ¢ TakuM SICHBIM U 0JIaroAapHbIM JIMIIOM I01Ia HaBcTpeuy Kucrepy, Korja oH Bolesn B
TOCTUHYIO, TaK JIPYXKEIIOOHO M KPENMKO CTHUCHYJA €My PYKy, YTO y HEro cepiie 3a0uioch OT
pPaZoCTH U KaMEeHb CBAIMIICS ¢ rpyau. Bnpouyem, Maiia He cka3zana eMy HHM CJIOBa U TOTYAC BBIILIA
u3 koMHatbl. Cepreit CepreeBuy cujen Ha AUBaHE U packiiajbiBai nacksHc. Hauancs pasrosop. He
yeren enie Cepreit CepreeBud ¢ OOBIYHBIM UCKYCCTBOM HABECTH CTOPOHOIO PEYb Ha CBOIO COOAKY,
Kak yxe Maima Bo3BpaTWiIach C HICJIKOBBIM KJIETYATHIM MOSCOM Ha IUIaThe, JIFOOMMBIM MOSICOM
Kucrepa. SIBunacs Henuna MakapbeBHa U 1pyxentoOHo npusercTBoBajia @enopa denoposuya. 3a
00enoM Bce cMesTiCh 1 myTiid;, cam Cepreii CepreeBUY OAYIICBIIICS U PAcCKa3all OJHY U3 CaMBIX
BECEJIbIX MMPOKa3 CBOCH MOJIOIOCTH, — PUYEM OH, KaK CTPAYC, MPATAJI FOJIOBY OT KEHBI.

— Ioiinemre rynsate, @enop Penoposuy, — ckazana Kucrepy Mama nocie obexa ¢ Toit
JTACKOBOIO BJIACTBIO B TOJIOCE, KOTOpasi KaKk OyJITO 3HAET, YTO BaM BECEJO €l MOKOpUThCs. — MHe
HY)XKHO TIEPETOBOPHUTH C BaMH O Ba)XHOM, BaXXHOM Jeie, — MNpuOaBuiIa OHA C TPAIMO3HOIO
TOPXKECTBEHHOCTHIO, HaJIeBas IIBeJCKUE nepyaTku. [loiaemsp Tol ¢ HaMu, maman?

— Her, — Bo3pasuna Henuna MakapbeBHa.

— Jla MBI HE B caJl UjaeM.

— A xyna xe?

— B Jloaruit JIyr, B pomry.

— Bosbpmu ¢ coboit Tanromy.

— Tantoma, Tanroma! — 3B0OHKO KpuKkHYyJia Maria, Jierde NTHIBI BBITOPXHYB U3 KOMHATHI.

Uepes verBepTh yaca Mama nna ¢ Kucrepom k Jlonromy Jlyry. [Ipoxons muMo crana, oHa
MOKOpMHUJIa XJIEOOM CBOIO JTIOOMMYIO KOPOBY, IMorjaauia ee mo rosioBe u Kucrepa 3acraBuia
npuiackaTte ee. Mama Obuta Becena u OonTtanma MHOTO. Kucrep OXOTHO BTOpWI €H, XOTS C
HETEepIEeHHUEM J>KJal OOBACHEHWI... TaHOIIA IIla C33Jd B TOYTHUTEIHHOM OTIAJICHUU U JIUIIH
M3peJIKa JIYKaBO B3TIIsAIbIBaa Ha OAPBIIIHIO.

— Br1 Ha Mmens He cepautech, Penop DenopoBuu? — cripocuina Mama.

— Ha Bac, Mappsa Cepreesna? [lomunyiite, 3a 4To?

— A TpeTbero JH4... IOMHHUTE?

— Bb1 OblH HE B JIyXe... BOT U BCE.

— 3adeM MBI UJEM PO3HO? MaBaiiTe MHE Baily pyky. BoT Tak... M BeI ObLTH HE B JyXe.

— U .

— Ho ceronns g B nyxe, He nipaBjaa jiu?

— Jla, kaxeTcsi, Cerous...

— W 3naete, otuero? Otroro, uro... — Maia BaKHO Nokadana rojioBoi. — Hy, yx s 3Haro
otuero... OTToro, 4To 5 ¢ BamH, — NpubaBuiIa oHa, He T Ha Kucrepa.

Kucrep THXOHBKO MOKaJ €€ PyKy.

— A 4TO X BBl MEHA HE CrpaliuBaere?.. — BIOJIroJioca nporopopuiia Mara.

— O uem?

— Hy, He npuUTBOPSNTECH... 0 MOEM ITUCHME.

— S xnan...

— BoT oTTOrO MHE U Beceso ¢ BaMH, — C KUBOCTHIO mepebuina ero Mara, — OTTOT0, YTO BBI
OGPBIi, HEKHBII YeIOBEK, OTTOrO, 9TO BBl HE B COCTOSIHHH... Parce que vous étes polis*®. Bam s1o
MO>KHO CKa3aTh: Bbl IOHUMAETE MO-(PaHITy3CKH.

Kucrep nonuman no-¢paHiry3cku, HO peIIMTENbHO He MOHUMa Mariu.

— CopBuUTE MHE 3TOT IIBETOK, BOT 3TOT... KAKOW XOpolieHbkuii! — Maia momo6oBanack UM U
BIIpYT, OBICTPO BHICBOOOJMB CBOIO PYKY, C 3a00TIMBOM ymbIOKOW Hadala OCTOPOXHO BIEBATh
rubkuii crebenek B nermo Kucreposa cropryka. Ee TOHKHE manmbIbl MOUTH Kacaluch ero ryd. OH
MOCMOTpENl Ha ATH MaibIlbl, MTOTOM Ha Hee. OHa KHBHYJA TOJOBOHM, Kak ObI TOBOPS: MOXHO...
Kuctep Harnysncs 1 nouenoBal KOHUUKH €€ MepyaTok.

Mexny TeM OHM MNPUONM3WIMCH K 3HAKOMOW poire. Marra BApPYr cTajia 3aJiymMuyHuBee U

18 Parce que vous étes polis. — moToMy YTO BBl BEHKIIUBEL



HaKOHel 3aMojyana coBepuieHHO. OHM NpUIUIM HAa TO CaMO€ MECTO, rje okujan ee JIydkos.
W3msaTass TpaBa emie He ycliena INPUIOAHATHCSA; CIOMAaHHOE [JEPEBLIO YXKE YCIENO 3aBSHYTH,
JUCTOYKH YK€ HAaUMHAIM CBEPTHIBATHCS B TPYyOOUKM M COXHYTh. Mamia mocMoTpena Kpyrom u
BIpyr oOparunacek k Kucrepy:

— 3HaeTe JIM Bbl, 3a4eM S Bac MpuBeia crona’?

— Her, ue 31a10.

— He 3naere?.. OTuero Bbl MHE HMYErO HE CKa3ajM CEroJHS O BallleM IpPUSTENE, TOCIOAUHE
JIyuxoBe? Bl Bceraa ero Tak XBaJuTe...

Kucrep onycrun riasa u 3amosyait.

— 3Haere 1M, — He 0e3 ycuibs ImpousHecaa Maia, — 4To s eMy Ha3HayWia Buepa... 3/1€Ch...
cBUIaHbe?

— S 370 3HanN, — rayxo Bo3pasui Kucrep.

— 3nanmu?.. Al Tenepp s NMOHKMMAar, Mo4yeMmy Tperbero nHs... ['ocnoaun JlydukoB, BHIHO,
MOCIIEIINII ITIOXBACTAThLCA CBOEH MOOEmOIA.

Kucrep xoten Ob110 OTBETUT. ..

— He roBopute, He Bo3pakaliTe MHE HUYETO... S| 3HaI0 — OH Ball JPYT; Bbl B COCTOSIHUM €r0
3amumark. Bel 3Hamu, Kucrep, 3nanu... Kak ske Bbl He OMemaiv MHE CJeNaTh TaKylo TIyMnocTh?
Kak BbI He BbIIpasiv MeHS 3a yIIM, Kak pedeHka? Bbl 3Hanu... 1 BaM ObLJI0 Bce paBHO?

— Ho xakoe mmpaBo umern 4...

— Kakoe npaBo!.. mpaBo apyra. Ho u on Bam apyr... Mue coBectHo, Kuctep... OH Baml apyr...
DTOT 4eI0BEK 00OoIIeNcss CO MHOM BUepa Tak...

Maiua otBepHynack. ['maza Kucrepa BenbIXHynu: oH nooiaeaHes.

— Hy, nonnore, He cepauteck... Cipiute, @enop Penopsiy, HE cepauTech. Bee k mydmiemy.
51 ouensb paja BuepanrHeMy 0OBSICHEHUIO... IMEHHO 00BsICHEHHIO, — MpubaBmia Mamma. — [l yero,
BBl JlyMaere, i 3aroBopwia ¢ Bamu 00 »ToM? [{ns Toro 4ro0 mo’kajgoBaThCid Ha TOCHOJMHA
JlyukoBa? Ilosnote! S 3abbuta 0 Hem. Ho s BUHOBaTa mepea BaMu, MOW JOOpBIH npyT... S xouy
OOBSACHUTHCS, TOMPOCUTH Ballero TMPOIICHbA... BAIIer0 CcoBeTa. Bbl Npuydmsii MeHS K
OTKPOBEHHOCTH; MHE JIETKO C BaMU... BbI He Kakoi-HUOYb rocnioiuH JIlydkoB!

— JIyukoB HEJIOBOK U Tpy0, — ¢ TpyAoM BeiroBopmi Kucrep, — Ho...

— Uto: Ho? Kak BaMm He CTBIIHO TOBOpUTH: HO? OH rpy0, HEJTOBOK, W 30JI, © CAaMOJIFOOMB...
CaplmuTe: U, a He HO.

— Bbl roBopuTe nox BimsiHMEeM raeBa, Mapesi CepreeBHa, — TpycTHO npomoJiBuil Kucrep.

— I'meBa? Kakoro rueBa? IlocMoTpuTe Ha MeHs: pa3Be Tak rHeBarorca? I[locmymaiite, —
npojoipkana Marra, — gymaidTe 060 MHE, YTO BaM YrOJHO... HO €ClId Bbl BooOpakaere, 4To A
CeroJiHd KOKETHHUYAaK C BAMHM M3 MECTH, TO... TO... — CJI€3bl HABEPHYJIHMCh y HEW Ha ria3ax, — s
paccepKych He IIyTH.

— bynpte co mHO# oTKpoBeHHBI, Mapbsi CepreeBHa...

— O riyneiit yenoBek! O HenmorauuBbii! Jla B3MIsTHUTE HA MEHS, pa3Be 1 HE OTKPOBEHHA C
BaMH, pa3Be Bbl HE BUAUTE MEHSI HACKBO3b?

— Hy, xopomio... ma; s Bepio BaMm, — C YiIblOKoil mponoimxan Kucrep, Buas, ¢ Kakoi
3a00TJIMBOM HACTOMYMBOCTHIO OHA JIOBMJIA €TO B3I, — HY, CKQXXHUTE e MHE, YTO Bac MOOYIHIO0
Ha3HA4YUTh cBUAaHUE JIyuKOBY?

— Yro? cama He 3Har0. OH XOTeN TOBOPUTH CO MHOM HaeauHe. MHe Ka3aioch, 4TO OH BCE elle
HE UMeJ Bpems, ciy4as BbICKazaTbes. Temepb oH Bbickazaics! Ilociymiaiite: oH, MOXET OBITH,
HEOOBIKHOBEHHBII YeloBeK, HO OH — Ty, mnpaso... OH OByX cJOB cka3aTh He ymeeT. OH ImpocTo
HEBEXJIMB. Brpouem, s gaxxke HE OYEHb €ro BHUHK... OH MOT MOJAyMaTh, YTO s BETpEHas,
cyMacrienmias JeBYOoHKAa. S ¢ HMM TMOYTH HHUKOT/AAa He roBopmia.. OH TOYHO BO30YXIan Moe
TMOOOMBITCTBO, HO S BOOOpaskasa, YTo YeNOBEK, KOTOPHIH 3aCIy’KUBAeT ObITh BAIITUM JIPYTOM...

— He roBopute, noxanyicra, 0 HeM Kak 0 MoeM Jpyre, — nepeoui ee Kucrep.

— Her! Her, s He X014y Bac pacCOpUTb.

— O Bboxxe MoOH, g 11 Bac TOTOB MOKEPTBOBATh HE TOJBKO APYrOM, HO H... MexXy MHOU U
rocrnoanHoM JIydkoBBIM Bce KOHUEHO! — mocrnenrso npudasuin Kucrep.



Maiua npucTanbHO B3IJIsIHYJIa €MY B JIMIIO.

— Hy, bor ¢ Hum!— cka3ana ona. — He cranemte roBoputh 0 HeM. MHe Briepes] ypok. S cama
BUHOBaTa. B TeueHHe HECKOJIbKMX MECALEB 5 MOYTH KaXIbli JCHb BHJENA YeJoBeKa 100poro,
YMHOI'O, BECEJIOT0, JIACKOBOIO, KOTOpBIM... — Mama cmemanach M 3aMellKajlach, — KOTOPBIi,
KayKeTCsl, MEHSI TOKE... HEMHOTO... aJIOBal... U 5, TJIymnas, — ObICTPO IpOoAoJIKala OHa, — Ipeanouwina
€My... HET, HET, HE IPENouIa, a...

Ona notymnuia rojoBy U ¢ cMyllleHueM 3amondaina. Kucrepy cTaHOBHIOCH cTpaliHoO. «BbITh
HE MOXET!» — TBEpAUII OH MPO CceOs.

— Mapss CepreeBHa! — 3aroBopui1 OH HakoHell. Mailia moHsIa ToJ0BY U OCTaHOBHJIA HA HEM
rJ1a3a, OTSITY€HHbIE HEMPOJIUTHIMU CIIE3aMHU.

— Brbl He yragpiBaeTe, 0 KOM s TOBOpro? — cripocuiia oHa. EnBa npiina, Kuctep npotsiHyn pyky.
Maiua ToT4ac ¢ )kapoM CXBaTujach 3a Hee.

— Bel Moit apyr no-npexxHeMy, He npasja ju?.. UTo si: Bbl He oTBevaere?

— 51 Bam nipyr, BBI 3TO 3HaeTe, — IPOOOPMOTAI OH.

— W BBl He ocyxnaere MeHs? Bl npoctunu mHe?.. Bol monumaere mena? Bbl He cMmeerech
HaJ JEBYIIKOM, KOTOpas HakaHyHE Ha3HAyWia CBHUJAHUE OJHOMY, a CEroJiHi TOBOPHUT YyXe C
IpyruM, Kak s TOBOpo ¢ Bamu... He mpaBaa iu, Bbl HE cMeeTech HaJlo MHOI0?.. — Jluno Mamm
pAeno; oHa 00euMu pyKamu Jiepkaach 3a pyky Kucrepa...

— CMmesdartbcs Hall BaMu, — oTBedasn Kucrep, — ... f... Ja g Bac JIOOMIO... 51 Bac Jo0mo!.. —
BOCKJIMKHYJ OH. Maiia 3akpbuia cede Ju1o.

— Heyxenu x BbI 1aBHO He 3HaeTe, Mapwsi CepreeBHa, uTo s 100110 Bac?

X

Tpu Hemenn mocie 3Toro cBuiaHbsid Kucrep cuaen OIMH B CBOEW KOMHATe M IMHCAI
ClIe1yIolIee MUCbMO K CBOEM MaTepu:

«JTrobe3nas marymka!

Criemy moJenuThCsl ¢ BaMH OOJIBIIION PajOCThIO: S KEHIOCh. JDTO M3BECTHE Bac, BEPOSITHO,
TOJIBKO MOTOMY YJIWMBHUT, YTO B NPEKHUX MOMX MHCbMax s JaXKe HE HAMEKaJl Ha TaKyl Ba)XKHYIO
IIEpEMEHY B MOEH )KU3HU, — @ Bbl 3HAETE, YTO 5 IPUBBIK JECJIIUTHCS C BAMU BCEMH MOUMH YyBCTBAMH,
MOMMH paJoCTAMU U nevansiMu. [IpuunHbl Moero Moa4anus oOBSICHUTh BaM JIETKO. Bo-miepBbIX, s
TOJIbKO HEJAABHO CaM Y3HaJ, YTO 5 JIIOOMM; a BO-BTOPBIX, C MOEH CTOPOHBI, 5 TOXKE HEJaBHO
MIOYYBCTBOBAJ BCIO CUITy COOCTBEHHOM MPUBSI3aHHOCTU. B 0IHOM M3 IEPBBIX MOMX MTUCEM OTCIOJIA 5
BaM roBopui o IlepekaToBbIX, HALIUX COCEASX; S KEHIOCh HA UX €AMHCTBEHHOM nouepu, Mapuu. S
TBEpAO yBEpPEH, UTO Mbl 00a OyJeM CUaCTIUBBI; OHA BO30yIuIa BO MHE HE MTHOBEHHYIO CTPAcTh,
HO IIyOOKO€, HCKPEHHEe YYBCTBO, B KOTOPOM Jpyxk0a ciuiach ¢ 1000Bbi0. Ee Becemnblii, KpOTKUi
HpaB BIIOJIHE COOTBETCTBYET MOMM HakJIOHHOCTSIM. OHa oOpa3oBaHHa, yMHa, IPEKPACHO UTPAET Ha
doptenbsno... Eciim 6 Bl morim ee BuaeTh!! Ilockutaro Bam ee MOpTpPET, MHOKO HAapPHCOBAHHBIM.
Heuero, xaxxercs, 1 TOBOPUTH, YTO OHA BO CTO pa3 JIydllle CBOETO MOpTpeTa. Maia Bac yxe Jto0uT,
KaK J104b, U HE JIOKJAETCS JHS CBHUJAHUS C BaMH. Sl HaMepeH BBIUTU B OTCTABKY, IIOCEIUTHCA B
JIEPEBHE U 3aHATHCS XO34UCTBOM. Y cTapuka llepekaToBa ueTbipecta Ayll B OTIIMYHOM COCTOSIHHMM.
Bbl BUauTeE, 4TO U € 3TOH, MaTepHallbHOM, CTOPOHBI HEJIb3sl HE IOXBAIUTh MOEro peuieHus. S Oepy
oTmyck u ey B MockBy u k Bam. JKnuTe MeHs Heaenu uepe3 aBe, He Oozee. Mwumas, noOpas
MaMeHbKa — Kak s cyacTiuB!.. OOHUMHUTE MEHS...» U T. 1.

Kucrep crnoxwun u 3ameyaTtan mUCbMO, BCTall, MOJOIIET K OKHY, BRIKYPUJ TPYOKY, MOAyMal
HEMHOTO M BepHyJca K cTolly. OH moctan HEeOONBIIOW JHCTOK MOYTOBOW Oymaru, THIATENBHO
0oOMakHyIl Mepo B YepHWJIA, HO JOJIT0 HE HayMHAll MUCaTh, XMYpUI OpoBH, MOJHUMAI Tia3a K
MOTOJIKY, Kycall KOHel mepa... HakoHell OH pemusics — U B TEUEHUE YETBEPTH Haca COUYMHUI
clenyrolee MocIaHue:

«MunoctuBblii rocynaps Asneit iBanosuy!

Co maHs Baliero MOCIEAHEro MOCelmeHus (TO eCTh B TEYeHHE TpeX Henledb) Bbl MHE HeE
KIIaHsieTeCh, HE TOBOPUTE CO MHOW M Kak Obl m3beraere Moel BcTpeud. Beskuii denomek,



0eccropHO, B CBOMX IOCTYIKaxX BOJICH; BaM YroJHO ObUIO MPEKpPaTUTh Halle 3HAKOMCTBO — U S,
MoBephTe, He OOpamiaroch K BaM C JKaloOOH Ha Bac e caMHX; s He HaAMEpeH U HE MPUBBIK
HaBS3bIBATbCA KOMY ObI TO HU OBLIO; MHE JIOBOJBHO CO3HAHMS MOEW MpPaBOTHL. S muily K Bam
Tenepb — Mo 4yBCTBY JoJira. S cnenan npemioxxenne Mapbe CepreeBHe IlepexaToBol U MoIyqns
ee corijacme, a TaKke M corjacue ee poaurened. CooOmar0 3TO HW3BECTHE — MPSAMO U
HENOCPEJCTBEHHO BaM, Ul H30€XaHMsl BCAKUX HeAOpa3yMeHUW U mnojo3peHuil. OTKpOBEHHO
npu3Haoch BaM, M. I'., 4TO sl HE MOTy CIMIIKOM 3a00TUTHCS O MHEHHH Y€JIOBEKa, KOTOPbIN caM He
oOpamjaer Maseiiiero BHUMAaHUS HAa MHEHHS M YyBCTBA JPYTHUX JIOACH, W THUIIY K BaM
€IMHCTBEHHO MOTOMY, YTO B 3TOM CIIydae s He X0Uy Jaxe MMOJaTh BHJA, KaK OyITO MOCTyNall WU
nocrynato ykpaakod. CMero ckas3aTb: Bbl MEHS 3HA€T€ — U HE NPUIHUIIETE MOEro TENEPEIIHEro
MOCTYIKAa KaKOMY-HUOYIb APYroMy, TypHOMY YyBCTBY. B mociennwuii pa3 roBopst ¢ BaMH, HE MOTY
HE TOKeTIaTh BaM, B AaMSTh HaIlIel MPEXHEH pyKObl, BCEBO3MOKHBIX 3éMHBIX OJIar.

C UCTUHHBIM yBa)X€HUEM OcTatoch, M. I'., Bal MOKOPHBIN ciryra

®enop Kucrep».

Oenop PemopoBud OTHPABWII ITY 3aMKMCKY MO aApPECy, OJEICS U BEJeN 3aJI0KUTH cebe
KoJIsicky. Becenblit u 6€33a00THBIN, XOAWJI OH, HaleBas, MO CBOEH KOMHATKE, MOJIPBITHYJ JaXe
pasa JBa, CBEpHYJ TETpaJb POMAHCOB B TPYOOUKY U TIEpEBs3aI €€ roiay0oil JTeHTOYKOM... J[Beph
OTBOpUJIaCh — U B CIOPTYKe, 0e3 amoJieT, ¢ Gypakkod Ha rojioBe, Bomen JlyukoB. M3ymiieHHBIN
Kuctep ocranoBuics cpenyu KOMHATHI, HE I0JIEJIaB PO3ETKH.

— Br1 s)xenutech Ha [lepexkatoBoil? — CIPOCHIT CIOKOWHBIM TOJIOCOM ABJIEH.

Kucrep BcbIxHyiI.

— MwunocTuBsIif TOCYIaph, — Ha4aJl OH, — BXOJS B KOMHATY, MOPSIOYHBIC JIOAN CHHUMAIOT
MIANKy ¥ 3JI0POBAIOTCSI.

— N3BuHUTE-C, — OTPBIBUCTO BO3paA3MII OpeTep, ¥ CHIT PypakKy. — 31paBCTBYHTE.

— 3npaBcTByiiTe, rocnoauH JlydkoB. Bbl MeHs cropalimBaeTe, *EHIOCh JIM S Ha JICBUIIEC
[TepekaToBoii? Pa3Be Bbl HE MPOWIN MOETO NMUchbma’?

— 4 Bamre nuceMo mipouelt. Bol skenuteck. [lo3apasisito.

— [Ipuaumaro Bare mo3apasiieHue u oaroaapro Bac. Ho s jomkeH exarb.

— S xenan Obl 00BsICHUTBCA ¢ Bamu, Denop Degophrd.

— W3BosbTe, C yIOBOJBLCTBHEM, — OTBeYan JOOpsK. — S, MpU3HAThCA, XKAad ATOrO
oObsicHeHus. Bame moBeaeHue co MHOM Tak CTpPaHHO, U s, C CBOEH CTOPOHBI, KaXeTcs, He
3aCyKHUBaJ... IO KpailHel mMepe He Mor oxujath... Ho He yromHo nu Bam cectb? He xoturte nm
TpyOKH?

JlyuxoB cein. B ero aBmxkeHusx 3amedanach ycraaocTb. OH MOBEI ycaMu U MOJHsUT OpoBU.

— Ckaxute, ®enop denopbiy, — HavYaJl OH HAKOHEI, — 3a4e€M Bbl TaK JOJIO CO MHOMU
MPUTBOPSUTUCH?

— Kak s10?

— 3ayeM BBl MPUKUIBIBATUCH TaKUM... OE3yKOPU3HEHHBIM CO3JaHHEM, KOT/Ia BBl TaKOH XKe
YEJIOBEK, KaK U BCE Mbl, IPEIIHbIE?

— 51 Bac He MOHUMAIO... YK HE OCKOPOWII M I Bac 4eM-HUOYIb?..

— Bbl MeHs He moHHMMaere... MOJIOKHUM. S mocTaparoch rOBOpUTH sicHee. CKaXUTe MHE,
HalpuMep, OTKPOBEHHO: JIaBHO Bbl YYBCTBOBAJIM pacmnosioxkeHue K naesuie [lepekaroBoil wim
BOCHBUIAJIA CTPACTHIO BHE3AMHOM?

— 5 OBl He Xenmall TOBOpPUTh ¢ BaMu, Apjaed VBaHblu, 0 MOMX OTHOLIEHHSIX K Mapbe
CepreeBHe, — x05101H0 oTBeuan Kucrep.

— Tax-c. Kak yrogHo. Tonbko Bbl yX cAeNaiTe 0J0KEHUE, MO3BOJBTE MHE yMaTh, YTO BBI
MEHSI 1ypayuiu.

ABJieli TOBOPHUJT OUEHb MEIJIEHHO U C paCCTaHOBKOM.

— Bbl He MoeTe 3Toro qymath, ABnel VIBaHbIY; BBl MEHS 3HAETE.

— I Bac 3Ha10?.. KTO Bac 3Haet? Uyxas Jyllla — TEMHBIH Jiec, a ToBap JIMLIOM MOKa3bIBaeTcs. S
3HAI0, YTO BBl YHTAETE HEMEIKHE CTUXH C OONBIIMM YYBCTBOM U JaK€ CO CJe3aMHU Ha ria3ax; f



3HAI0, YTO HA CTEHAX CBOEU KBApTHUPHI BBl PAa3BECHIIN pPa3HbIE TeorpapuuecKie KapThl; s 3HAIO0, YTO
BbI COJIEP’KUTE CBOIO TMIEPCOHY B OMPSITHOCTH; ATO S 3HAIO... @ OOJIBIIE ST HUYErO HE 3HAIO...

Kucrep Hauan cepautbes.

— Ilo3BoJabTE y3HATh, — CIPOCHJI OH HAaKOHEL, — Kakas LieJb Ballero noceueHus? Bol Tpu
HEJEIU CO MHOM HE KJIaHSUIUCh, a TENEph MPUILIN KO MHE, KaXETCsl, C HAMEPEHUEM TPYHUThb HAJl0
MHOH. Sl He MaJIbYuK, MHJIOCTUBBIN FOCY1apb, U HE MIO3BOJIF0 HUKOMY...

— Ilomunyiite, — nepedbun ero Jlyukos, — nomuiyiite, ®enop PegopoBUY, KTO OCMEIUTCS
TPYHHUTBH HaJ Bamu? S, HAPOTUB, MPUIIEN K BaM C MOKOpHEHIIeH mpoch00ii, a UMEHHO: caeaiTe
MUJIOCTh, PACTOJKYWTE MHE Ballle NMOBeAEHUE cO MHOO. [103B0osIbTE CIIPOCUTH: HE BB JIU HACUIIBHO
MEHs MM03HAKOMMIIH, ¢ cemeiicTBoM [lepexatoBbix? He BbI Jin yBepsau Ballero MoKOPHOIO CIYTY,
4YTO OH pacuseTer aymod? He Bbl 1M, HakoHElL, CBEJM MEHA C A00poxaerenbHO Mapbeit
CepreeBuoii? [louemy e MHE HE TpeANoararb, 4YTo BaM s 00s3aH T€M IMOCJIEIHUM, TMPUITHBIM
00BsICHEHHEM, O KOTOPOM Bac yXe, BEpOSITHO, HajjexamuM obpa3oM usBectwin? JKeHuxy Benpb
HEBECTa BCE paccKa3blBaeT, 0COOEHHO CBOM HEBUHHBIE Mpojaenku. [louemy ke MHE HE 1yMaTh, U4TO
10 Ballleil MUJIOCTH MHE HAKJICUJTU TaKOW BEJIMKOJIENTHBIN HOC? BbI Bellb Tako€ MPUHUMAIIA YIaCcTHE
B MOEM «PAaclIBETaHbEN!

Kucrep npomiesncs nmo komHare.

— Ilocnymraiite, JIydkoB, — CKa3ajdl OH HAaKOHEI, — €CJIH Bbl JEHCTBUTEIBHO, HE IIYTH,
yOeXJeHbl B TOM, YTO Bbl TOBOPUTE, — YEMY 5, IPU3HAIOCH, HE BEPIO, — TO MIO3BOJIBTE BaM CKa3aTh:
CTBIJTHO U TPEIIHO BaM TaK OCKOPOUTEIHHO TOJIKOBATH MOM MOCTYIIKHM U MOU HaMmepeHus. 5 He xouy
OoTpaBABIBATHCA... S 0OpaIarck K Baimiel CoOCTBEHHOW COBECTH, K BaIlICH MaMsITH.

— Jla; s momHIO, 4TO BBl OecripecTaHHO mepenientoiBaiuch ¢ Mapbeit CepreeBHoil. CBepx
TOTO, IMO3BOJIbTE MHE OIATh-TaKU CIPOCUTh y Bac: He ObUIM Ju Bbl y IlepexaToBbIX mocie
M3BECTHOTO pasroBopa co MHo? [locie aToro Beuepa, korja s, Kak Aypak, pa3dooiTancs ¢ Bamu, ¢
MOMM JIy4IINM JIPYTOM, O Ha3HAYEHHOM CBUJIaHbE?

— Kak! BbI mosio3peBaeTe MeHs B...

— 51 H1 B 4eM HE T0JI03peBato0 APYroro, — ¢ YOUHCTBEHHOM XOJIOIHOCTBIO MIpepBai ero ABJeH,
— B 4eM 5 caMoro cedsi He M0A03pEBal0; HO sl TAaKXkKe UMEI0 claboCTh TyMaTh, YTO APYrue JIOAU He
JIy4lIe MEHS.

— Bb1 ommbaeTech, — ¢ 3analIbYUBOCTHIO Bo3paszui Kuctep, — npyrue jiaroau gydiiie Bac.

— C 4eM 4ecTh UMEIO UX MO3APaBUTh, — CIOKOMHO 3ameTus1 JIydkoB, — HO...

— Ho, — mpepBan ero B cBOIWO ouepenp pasznocagoBaHHbIl Kucrep, — BCOOMHHUTE, B KaKUX
BBIPKEHUSAX Bbl MHE TOBOPUJIN 00... 3TOM CBUJAHbE, O... Bripouem, 3TH 0OBsICHEHHS HU K YeMy He
MOBEAYT, s BIKY... JlymaiiTe 000 MHe, 4TO BaM YroJHO, U MOCTyHailTe, Kak 3HaeTe.

— BoT atak-To nyue, — 3ametun ABaeid. Hacuiny-To 3aroBopuiin OTKPOBEHHO.

— Kak 3naere! — nosropun Kucrep.

— S nonumaro Baiue nojioxenbe, Genop denopbd, — C NPUTBOPHBIM YYaCTUEM IPOAOIHKAI
ABzeil. OHO HENPUSTHO, JACUCTBUTEIHLHO HENPUITHO. YeIoBEK WIpall, Urpaia poJib, 1 HUKTO HE
3amMeydall B HEM aKTepa; BAPYT...

— Ecnu 6 s mor mymate, — nepedun ero, cTucHyB 3yObl, Kuctep, — 4To B Bac TOBOPUT TEIeEph
ockopOJieHHas J1I000Bb, 1 Obl MOYYBCTBOBAJ K BaM COXAJEHbE; s Obl U3BMHUI Bac... Ho B Bamux
yIpeKax, B BalllUX KJIEBETaX CIBIIIUTCSA OJUH KPUK YSI3BICHHOTO CaMOJIIOOUS... U 1 HE UYBCTBYIO K
BaM HMKAaKOM KaJoCTU... Bbl camu 3aciayKuiu Bally y4acTb.

— @y Tb1, Boke Moii, kak TOBOpUT yenoBek! — 3aMeTui Bnodrosnoca Aszaei. Camomtodue, —
MIPOJIOJKAN OH, — MOXKET OBITh; J1a, Ja, CaMOJII00Me BO MHE, KaK Bbl TOBOPHUTE, YA3BJIEHO ITyOOKO,
HecteprnuMo. Ho ko ke He camonrobuB? He Bel nmu? [la; s camontoOuB U, HapuMep, HUKOMY He
MIO3BOJIIO COXKAaJETh 000 MHE...

— He no3Bonute? — ropro Bo3pasui Kucrep. — Uto 3a BbIpakeHUE, MUJIOCTUBBIN rocyaaps!
He 3a0ynpTe: cBsI3b MEXKIy HAMU pa3opBaHa BaMHu camuMH. [Iporry Bac oOpaiarbcs co MHOTO, Kak
C IOCTOPOHHHM YEJIOBEKOM.

— Pa3zopBana! CBs3b pazopBana! — noBTopus ABneil. — [loliMuTe MEHS: 51 ¢ BaMU HE KJIaHsUICA
1 He OBbLI y Bac U3 COXKAJIEHUS K BaM; BeJlb BBl ITO3BOJIUTE MHE COXaJleTh O Bac, KOJM Bbl 000 MHE



coxanieete!.. Sl HE XOTeN TMOCTaBUTh Bac B JIOKHOE MOJIOXKEHHE, BO3OYIWTH B Bac yrpbI3e€HHE
COBeCTH... BbI TONKyeTe 0 Hameil CBs3M... Kak OyATO OBl BBl MOTJIM OCTAaThCs MOMM IPHUSTENEM T10-
npexHeMmy nocie Bameit cBaapobl! IlomHoTe! BBl 1 pekae-To co MHOM 3HAUCH TOJIBKO YIS TOTO,
YTOO TEMIUTHCS BATUM MHUMBIM IPEBOCXOACTBOM...

HenoGpocoBecTHOCTh AB/ies yToMIlsiia, Bo3Myinaia Kucrepa.

— IIpekpaTumTe Takoi HENPUSTHBIN pa3roBop! — BOCKIMKHYJ OH HakoHel. — S nmpu3Haroch,
HE IOHUMal0, 3a4€M BaM YTOJHO ObLJIO KO MHE [10>KaJIOBaTh,

— Bbl He oHMMaeTe, 3a4eM s K BaM MpUILE? — ¢ JII0OOIBITCTBOM CIIPOCUIT ABJIEH.

— PemmmrensHo HE TOHUMALO.

— He...e1?

— J1a roBOpSAT BaM...

— YnuBurensHo!.. 910 yauBuTesnbHo! KTO ObI 3TOr0 0KKall OT YesIOBEKa C BallluM yMoMm!

— Hy, Tak n3BosibTE K OOBSICHUTHCS HAKOHEII. ..

— S mpuwen, rociogun Kucrep, — nporosopun ABJeil, MEAJIEHHO MOJHUMAACH C MECTa, —
MIpHILEN Bac BbI3BaTh Ha JydJib, HOHUMaeTe JU BbI? S xouy nparbest ¢ Bamu. A! Bel qymanu tak-
Taku OT MeHs oTaenarbest! [la pa3Be Bbl HE 3HANIN, C KAKMM 4esoBeKoM umeere jieno? [lo3sonun nu
OBbI 1...

— OueHpb XOpOIIO-C, — XOJOJHO U OTPBIBUCTO Tepedbms ero Kucrep. — S mpunmmaro Bai
BBI3OB. [13BOJIBTE MpHCIATh KO MHE BalIEr0 CEKyHJaHTa.

— a, na, — mpomoipkan ABnied, KOTOPOMY, Kak KOIIIKE, ajdb ObLIO TaK CKOPO PaccTaThCs C
CBOEH JKEepTBOM, — sI, MPHU3HATHCA, C OOJBIIMM YIOBOJILCTBUEM HaBEQy 3aBTpa AYJIO MOEro
MUCTOJIETa Ha Ballle UJiealIbHOE U OEI0KypOoe JIUILIO.

— BBI, KaxeTcs, pyraerech 1ociie BbI30Ba, — C Ipe3peHbeM Bospasui Kucrep. — M3BosbTe
naTu. MHe 3a Bac COBECTHO.

— W3BectHOoe neno: nmenumkarece!.. A, Mappsi CepreBHa! s He MOHUMAKO MO-(PpPaHITy3CKu! —
npoBopuan ABjae, HaneBas dypaxky. — Jlo mpustHoro ceuganus, ®@enop @empopniu!

OH NOKJIOHWIICS U BBILIEI.

Kucrep Heckoibko pa3 mpomencs no KomHaTe. JIMIIO ero ropeno, TIpyAb BBICOKO
noaHuMaznack. OH He poOen U He cepauics; HO eMy raJko ObLIO MOayMaTh, KAKOTO YelIoBeKa OH
CYMTaJ HEKOT/Ja CBOMM JpPyroM. MpICib O moeauHke ¢ JIydKOBBIM €ro mouytu pajoBaia. Pazom
OTZAENAaTbCAd OT CBOEr0 NPOLIEIIEr0, MEPECKOYNUTh 4Yepe3 3TOT KaAMEHb W MOIUIBITH INOTOM I10
oe3maTexxHor peke... «lIpekpacHo, — myman OH, — sI 3aBOIOIO CBOoe cuacTtbe. — OOpa3 Mamw,
Ka3aJIoCh, ynbpI0ancs eMy u cynui noodeny. — 1 He morubHy! HeT, 1 He MOruOHY!» — TBEpIUI OH C
CIIOKOWHOM ynbIOKoM. Ha crome mexano mucbMo kK ero marepu... Cepiame B HEM CXKaJIoCh Ha
MraoBeHue. OH pemuica Ha BCAKUH clydail 1moJioxaaTh oTchlikoi. B Kucrepe mpoucxoauino to
BO3BBIIICHUE XU3HEHHOW CHJIBI, KOTOpOE YeJlOBEeK 3ameuaeT B cebe mepen omacHOCThio. OH
CIOKOMHO 00JlyMbIBaJl BCEBO3MOXKHBIE TMOCJEICTBUSA MOEIMHKA, MBICICHHO IMOJBeprai ceds u
Maiy ucnpiTaHUSIM HECHacTHsl M Pa3iiyKu — U TJsAen Ha Oyayinee ¢ Hanexaoil. OH gaBan cebe
cioBo He youts Jlyukosa... Heotpasumo Bnekio ero k Mamie. OH cphicKall CeKyHJaHTa, HACKOPO
YCTPOWJI CBOM JIeNia M ToTyac nocie odena yexan k [lepekaroseim. Bech Beuep Kucrep Ob11 Becen,
MOJKET OBITh, CITUIIIKOM BECET.

Mama mHOro wurpajia Ha QopTenbsHaX, HUYEro He IMpeIdyyBCTBOBAJA W MHUJIO C HHUM
KokeTHHyana. CrepBa ee OecreyHOCTh Oropyajia €ro, MoToM OH ATy caMyro OecriedHocTh Maru
MIPHUHSUI 32 CYACTIIMBOE Mpecka3zaHue — U oOpanoBaics u ycnokowicsa. OHa ¢ KaKIbIM THEM Ooliee
u 6oJsiee K HeMy MPHUBS3bIBANIaCh; MOTPEOHOCTh CYACTHS B HEel OblIa CHIIbHEE MOTPEOHOCTH CTPACTH.
IIputoM ABAel OTydmsl €€ OT BCEX NPEYBEIMYECHHBIX JKEJIaHWI, U OHA C PAaJOCTHIO U HaBCerjaa
oTKazanach oT HuX. Henuna MaxkapreBHa moOmina Kuctepa kak ceiHa. Cepreit CepreeBud, 1o
IIPUBBIUKE, TIOIPAXKaJl CBOEH JKEHE.

— Jlo cBunanus, — ckasana Kucrepy Maia, mpoBouB €ro A0 NnepeJHel U ¢ TUXOH yiablOKon
A1, KaK OH HEXKHO U J0JITO LIEJI0BAJI €€ PYKH.

— Jlo cBuaaHus, — ¢ yBepeHHOCThIO Bo3pazui Denop PenopoBuy, — 10 CBUIAHMSL.

Ho, orbexas ¢ nmonsepcTel 0T foma [lepekaToBbIX, OH MPUIIOIHSJICS B KOJISICKE U C CMYTHBIM



0ECIOKOMCTBOM CTaJl HCKAaTh TJIa3aMU OCBEIIEHHBIE OKHA... B J0Me Bce OBUIO YK€ TEeMHO, KaK B
MOTHIIE.

Xl

Ha ngpyro#i neHp, B OQMHHAALIATOM 4acy yTpa, CeKyHIaHT Kucrepa, cTapslil, 3aCinyKEHHBIN
Maiiop, 3aexai 3a HUM. JloOpblii cTapuk Bopyall U Kycall CBOM CEJbIE€ YChl, CYIMI BCAKYIO MTAKOCTh
Asnero MBanoBuuy... Ilomanu kossicky. Kucrep Bpydms maiiopy [1Ba IUCbMa: OJHO K MAarepw,
apyroe k Marue.

— Oto0 3auem?

— Jla Henb3s 3HATh...

— BoT B310p! MBI €ro noAcTpennuM, Kak KyponaTky.

— Bce xe nyue...

Maiiop ¢ nocanoit cynysn o0a nucbma B OOKOBOI KapMaH CBOETO CIOPTYKa.

— Enem.

Onu otnpasunuck. B HebombIIOM Jiecy, B ABYX BepcTax OT cena KupuinoBa, ux 10KUAAICS
JIydkoB € CBOMM CEKYHJAHTOM, IPEKHUM CBOMM HpPUATEIEM, pPa3AylIEHHbIM IOJKOBBIM
anptotanToM. [lorona Obla mpekpacHas; NTHIBI MUPHO YHMPHUKAIM; HEBJAJIEKE OT Jieca MYKUK
naxai 3emiro. [loka ceKyHAaHThl OTMEPHUBAIIA PACCTOSTHUE, YCTaHABIUBAIHN Oapbep, OCMaTpUBAIH U
3apsKalld MUCTOJEThI, MPOTUBHUKY Ja)kKe HE B3IJISHYAM Jpyr Ha japyra. Kucrep ¢ 6e33a00THBIM
BHJIOM MPOXa)KUBAJICS B34/l U BIEpe, IOMaxuBasi COPBAHHOIO BETKOI0; ABJIEH CTOS HEMOIBUKHO,
CKpecTs pykd M Haxmypst OpoBu. Hactynumno pemurtenbHoe mrHoBenue. «Hauunaiite, rocnogal»
Kuctep OwicTpo momomen k Oapsepy, HO HE yCHEN CTYNUTh €IIe TMATH IMaroB, Kak ABjei
BbICTpenml. Kucrep IporHyn, cTymui eme pas, 3amaTtaics, OMYCTHJI ToJjioBy... Ero koieHu
MOJIOTHYJIUCK... OH, KaK MEIIOK, yIajl Ha TpaBy. Maiiop Opocuics k Hemy... «Heyxenu?» — menrtan
YMHUPAIOIIUH. ..

Asnieit mojomen kK youtomy. Ha ero cyMpayHoM ¥ MOXY/IEBIIIEM JIUIIE BHIPA3HIIOCH CBUPEIIOE,
0’KECTOUYEHHOE cokajeHue... OH MOrisaeN Ha aJblOTaHTa W Ha Maiopa, HAKJIOHWJ TOJIOBY, Kak
BHHOBATBIN, MOJIYA CEJI HA JIOIIA (b U MTOE€XaJ IIaroM IpsiMO Ha KBapTUPY MOJIKOBHHUKA.

Mara... )kuBa A0 CHX MOP.



