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CBaMBIINCH TIOCTIE HEYNAYHOW TOTMBITKH BCTaTh, AJIEKCE Ha MTHOBEHHE TMOTEPSII
CO3HaHWE, HO TO K€ OIIyIIeHHWEe OJM3KON OMAaCHOCTH MpuBENo ero B ceds. HecomHenHo, B
COCHSIKE CKPBIBJIUCH JIFO/IM, OHM HAOIIOAINA 32 HUM U O Y€M-TO MePeHIeNThHIBAIHCH.

OH TpUTNOAHSUICS HAa PyKax, MOJHSUI CO CHEra MHUCTOJIET W, HE3aMETHO JepKa €ro y
3eMiid, cTail HabmromaTh. OMacHOCTh BEpHyJa ero u3 moiy3a0biThs. Co3HaHHME padboTaso
yeTko. KTo oHmM Obut? MoskeT OBITh, JIECOPYOBI, KOTOPHIX HEMIIBI TOHSIIOT CHOJIa Ha
3aroToBKy JIpoB? MOoKeT, pyccKkue, Takhe ke, Kak U OH, OKPY)KEHIIbI, TpOOHparouIuecs us3
HEMEIKUX THhUIOB uepe3 JIMHHUIO ¢poHTa K cBOUM? Min KTO-HUOYIh U3 MECTHBIX KPECThsH?
Benp capimman e OH, Kak KTO-TO OTYETJIMBO BCKPUKHYIL: «HemoBek?»

[IucTroner pgpoxkam B e€ro pyke, ojaepeBeHeBlied oT mnon3aHbia. Ho Aunekceit
MIPUTOTOBUJIICS OOPOTHCS U XOPOILIO U3PACXO0BATh OCTABIIMECS TPU MATPOHA...

B 310 Bpems u3 KycToOB pa3iaincs B3BOJIHOBAHHBIN JETCKUN TOJIOC:

— O, Te1 kT0? Jloitu? depiireenin?

OTU CTpaHHBIE CJIOBA HACTOPOXKWIN AJIEKCes, HO KpHUyajl, HECOMHEHHO, PYCCKHM, H,
HECOMHEHHO, peOCHOK.

— ThI 4TO TYT Aenaenb? — COpOCUI APYrOM AETCKUN TOJI0C.

— A BBI KTO? — OTBETHJI AJIEKCEH U CMOJIK, TOPAKEHHBIN TeM, KaK HEMOIIEH U TUX ObLI
€ro roJioc.

3a KycTamMH €ro BOIIPOC MPOU3BEI Mepenoiox. TaMm JoJIro MeNnTaauch, KECTUKYIUPYs
TaK, 4YTO METAJINCh BETOUKH COCHSKA.

— Tsl HaM mIapuKKU HE KPyTH, HE oOMaHemb! SI HeMIa 3a MATh BEPCT MO IyXy Y3HAIO.
TrsI ecTb noNy?

— A BBI KTO?

— A Tebe mouto 3HaTh? He depmrero...

— S pycckuit.

— Bpemb... JlJonmau rnasa, Bpemb: ¢puir!

— 5 pycckuit, pycckui, st IETUUK, MEHSI HEMIIbI COUIIH.

Teneps Anekceit He ocTopoxHH4an. OH yOeauscs, 4To 3a KyCTaMH — CBOH, PYCCKHE,
coBerckre. OHU HE BEpAT €My, — UTO K, BOMHA YYUT OCTOPOKHOCTH. BriepBbie 3a Bech CBOMU
MyTh OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO COBEPIICHHO OCNad, YTO HE MOXKET YK€ OOIbIle MIeBENUTh HU
HOTOW, HU PYKOM, HU JBUTATHCSA, HU 3amUIIaThest. Cae3bl TEKIU MO0 YEPHBIM BOAAUHAM €ro

ICK.



— I'nsam, nnauvet! — pa3znanock 3a KycTaMu. — OH, Thl, YEro IUlayelib?

— Jla pycckuii, pyCCKHi 5, CBOM, JIETUHUK...

— A ¢ xakoro a’pojapoma?

— Jla BBI-TO KTO?

— A te6e uto? Thl oTBEHAIA!

— C Mownuanosckoro... [Tomorure »xe Mue, Beixoaute! Kakoro uepra...

B kycrax 3amenrtanuce oxuBieHHee. Tenepb Ajekcel OTYETIMBO CIbImal (pasbl:

— Ns roBoput — ¢ MoHuanoBckoro... Moxet, BepHo... U 1utauer... D#l Thl, JIETYUK,
Opoch HaraH-To! — KPUKHYIU eMy. — Bpock, TOBOPIO, a TO HE BEIHAEM, yOSKIM!

Anekcell OTKMHYJI B CTOPOHY mHCTOJieT. KyCcThl pa3fBUHYINCH, U JBa MajlbuyraHa,
HaCTOPOKEHHBIE, KaK JIIOOOMBITHBIE CHHUYKU, TOTOBBIE KAXKJIYI0O MHUHYTY COPBAaThbCs U JATh
CTpeKaya, OCTOPOKHO, JEpKach 3a PYKH, CTadu IMOJXOJUTh K HEMY, MPUYEM CTapIIHii,
XYyJIEHbKUH, ToJIyOOTJIa3bli, ¢ PYChIMU NMEHHKOBBIMHU BOJIOCAMH, JIepKall B PyKE HAroToBe
TOTIOP, PEIIUB, JOJKHO OBITh, MPUMEHUTH €0 MpHU CiIydae. 3a HUM, MPSYach 3a €ro CIUHY U
BBITJISIBIBASE M3-32 HEE TOJHBIMU HEYKPOTHMOTO JIFOOOTBITCTBA TJIa3aMH, IIE€NT MEHBIIUH,
PBDKEHBKUM, C TIATHUCTHIM OT BECHYIIICK JIUIIOM, 1€ U IIETTaJ:

— Ilnayer. U BepHO, muayeT. A TOLIOU-TO, TOIION-TO!

Crapmnii, momoias K AJiekcero, Bce e€lle Jepika HaroTtoBe TOIMOpP, OrPOMHBIM
OTIIOBCKHUM BQJICHKOM OTOPOCHJI TIOIAJIBIIIE JISKAIINI Ha CHETY MUCTOJIET.

— I'oBopuib, teTunk? A 1OKyMeHT ecTh? [IoKaxs.

— Kto Tyr? Hamu? Hemip1? — menotom, HEBOJILHO YbIOAsCh, CIIPOCHIT AJIEKCEH.

— A 4 3Ha10? MHe He noknaaaroT. Jlec TyT, — TUIIOMaTUYHO OTBETHUI CTapILIHi.

[Ipumiock 1€3Th B THMHACTEPKY 3a yaocToBepeHueM. KpacHas koMaHaupckas KHIDKKa
CO 3BE3/I0¥ TTpou3Besa Ha PeOsIT BOIIIEOHOE BIieyaTaeHHe. TOYHO JIETCTBO, YTEPSIHHOE B THU
OKKYIallui, BEPHYJOCh K HUM pa3oM OTTOTO, YTO Tepe] HUMH OKa3ajcsi CBOHW, POIHOM,
Kpacnoit ApMuu JieTUuK.

— CBoH, CBOH, TPETUI I€Hb CBOU!

— JIdneHbKa, Thl TOYEMY TaAKOM TOIION-TO?

—..."IX Tyr Hamm Tak TpsAXaHyJdd, TaK 4YecaHyidu, Tak Oabaxuymu! boil Tyr ObLn,
ctpacth! HabuTo ux y’xactb, Hy y’KacTh CKOJIbKO!

— A ymupanu kto Ha 4eM... OJIMH MpUBsI3ajl K OrJI00I5M KOPBITO U B KOPBITE €/1eT. A TO
JIBO€ paHEHBIX MIYT, 3a JOLIAJAUHBII XBOCT JAEP)KATCs, a TPETUH Ha JIOIIa N BEPXOM, KaK OH-
OapoH... ['ne ke Teds, asaeHbpKa, comm?

[TocTpekoTaB, pebara Hauyanu aelcTBoBaTh. Jlo Kujbsi OBLJIO OT BBIPYOKH, MO HX
CIIOBaM, KHIJIOMETPOB IMATh. AJIEKCEeH, cCOBceM oOciabeBIIMH, HE MOT Jaxe MOBEPHYTHCA,
yToOBl ynoOHee jeub Ha cnuHy. CaHKHM, C KOTOPhIMH peOsTa MpUILIM 32 BETJIaMH Ha
«HEMEUKYIO BBIpYOKY», ObLIM CIMIIKOM MaJbl, 1a U HE MOJ CHUIYy ObUIO MalbuMKaM TaIlUTh
0e3 Joporu, MO CHEXHOHM 1enuHe, 4YenoBeka. Crapimuii, koToporo 3Baiu CepeHBbKOM,
npukazain opaty Peapke 6ekaTh BO BECh JyX B JEPEBHIO U 3BaTh HAPO/I, @ CaM OCTaJICs BO3JIe
Anekces KapayJiauTh €ro, Kak OH IOSICHWJI, OT HEMLEB, BTAlHE K€ HE JIOBEpsAs €My U Jymasi:
«A 71571 ero 3HaeT, (hpULl XUTEP — U MOMHUPAIOLTUM MPUKUHETCS, U TIOKyMEHTUK JOCTaHET...» A
BIIPOYEM, IOHEMHOTY OTIACEHHMSI 3TH PACCESUIMCh, MAIbuyraH pa30oaTancs.

Anekceill peMall ¢ MOJIy3aKphITBIMU IJ1a3aMU Ha MATKOW, mMymucTol xBoe. OH ciaymian
U He cayman ero paccka3. CKBO3b CHOKOMHYIO JpeMy, cpa3y BIAPYI CKOBAaBIIYIO €ro Telo,
JI0JIETalld JI0 CO3HAaHUS TOJIBKO OTJIENbHBbIE HECBA3HBIE cioBa. He BHHMKas B WX CMBICH,
Anekcell CKBO3b COH HAcCHaX/J1aJcs 3ByKaMu poAHOU peuu. TOJIbKO MOTOM y3Hall OH UCTOPHUIO
3JIOKJIFOUEHUM KUTENeN AepeBeHbKU [lnaBHu.

Hemiipl mpumiuiu B 9TH JIECHBIE U O3€pHBIE Kpas elle B OKTAOpe, KOTAa >KeNThIA JTUCT
IIaMeHen Ha Oepes3ax, a OCHHBI TOYHO OXBadeHbI OBLIIM TPEBOXKHBIM KpacHBIM oTHEM. boeB B
patione IlnaBHelt He mnpomsouuio. Kwumomerpax B TpuALATH 3amajHee, YHUYTOXKUB
KpaCHOApMENCKYI0 4YacTh, KOTOpass TOJIerJla Ha YKPEIUIEHUSX HacleX I[OCTPOECHHOU
O0OOpOHUTENBFHOW JIMHUM, HEMEUKHE KOJIOHHBI, BO3IJIABISEMbIE MOIIHBIM TaHKOBBIM
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aBaHrapZioM, MuHoBaiu IlnaBHM, cHpsTaHHBIE B CTOPOHE OT JOPOT, y JIECHOIO 03€pa, U
MPOKATHIIMCH HA BOCTOK. OHU CTPEMMIINCH K OOJBIIOMY JKeJIe3HOI0POXKHOMY Y311y bororoe,
9TOOBI, 3aXBAaTUB €r0, pa3beAMHUTH 3amanubiii u CeBepo-3anajHblii GPOHTHL 31ech, Ha
JaleKUX MOJCTyHax K 3TOMY TIOpOJy, BCE€ JIETHUE MECSIbl U BCKHO OCEHb JKUTEIH
Kanunaunckoil o0nactu — ropoxaHe, KpecTbsHE, *KEHIIUHbI, CTAPUKUA U IOAPOCTKH, JIIOJIU
BCEX BO3PACTOB M BCeX Mpodeccuii, — IeHb U HOYb, B J0K/b U B 3HOH, CTpasasi OT KOMapos,
OT OOJIOTHOH CBIPOCTH, OT AYPHOW BOJBI, KOMAJIH W CTPOWIH OOOPOHHUTEIBHBIE PYOEKH.
VYkpemieHuss IpoTSHYIMCh C I0ra Ha CEBEp Ha COTHM KUJIOMETPOB yepe3 Jjieca, 00j0Ta, Mo
Oeperam o3ep, peuyIIeK U PyIbeB.

Hemano ropst xBatunu cTpouTeny, HO TPyJbl UX HE mpornainu gapom. Hemipl ¢ xomy
MPOPBAIM HECKOJILKO OOOPOHUTEIBHBIX MOSCOB, HO HAa OJHOM M3 MOCIECTHHX pyOexed mx
3anepxkanu. bou cranm nozunmonusiMu. K ropony bosoroe nemiiam mnpopBaThcsi Tak U HE
y1aJI0Ch, OHU BBIHYXJICHBI ObLIIM IEPEHECTH LIEHTP ylapa I0’KHEE, a TYT Mepelin K 000poHe.

Kpectbsine u3 nepeBuu IlnaBHuM, mojakperuisiBiive OObIYHO CKYAHBIM Ypoxail CBOMX
CylecyaHbIX TOJiell YyJayHbIM pbI0AaYeCTBOM B JIECHBIX O03€pax, COBCEM YyXe ObLIO
o0panoBaiIiCh, 4TO BOMHA MHHOBana MX. [lepenmeHOBanu, Kak 3TOro TpeOOBaJIM HEMIIBI,
npesceaaTens KoJixo3a B CTapOCTy U MPOJOJDKAIM KUTh MO-TIPEKHEMY apTeiblo, HAJEACh,
YTO HE BEYHO K€ OKKYNaHTaM TONTATh COBETCKYIO 3€MJII0 U YTO UM, IUIABHUHCKHM, U B UX
TIIyIIW, MOXET, U yAacTcs MepecueTh HamacTb. Ho Bcien 3a HeMIlaMu B MyHAMpax LIBETa
O0JIOTHOHM pSICKM MpHeXald Ha MallMHAaX HEMIbl B YEPHOM, C YEpernoM U KOCTSIMU Ha
nmuiotkax. JKutenam [lnaBHelt ObUIO MpeAnKrcaHO BHICTABUTH Yepe3 ABaJALaTh YEThIpE vaca
MATHAALATH JTOOpPOBOJIBIEB, JKENAIOUUX €XaTh Ha IMOCTOsHHBIE paboTel B ['epmanuio. B
MIPOTUBHOM Ciy4ae JAepeBHEe cynuiu Ooisbliue Oenbl. J[0OpoBosbliaM SIBUTHCS K KpailHei
n30e, T/Ie MOMENIAINCh apTeIbHBIM PHIOHBIN CKJIaa W TPaBJICHHE, UMETh ¢ COO0W CMEHYy
0enbs, JIOXKKY, BUIKY, HOK U TPOAYKTOB Ha JiecsaTh nHel. K mojgoxkeHHOMY CpOKy HUKTO HE
npuiien. BripoyeM, HeMIIbI B UEPHOM, YK€, JOJKHO ObITh, Hay4EHHBIE OIBITOM, HE O4YEHb Ha
9TO U Hajesuch. OHU CXBAaTWJIM M PacCTPENsUIN AJsl OCTPACTKU Iepes 3/JaHHeM IpaBIeHUs
npeacenarens Kojixo3a, To OMIIb CTapoCTy, MOXKUIIYI0 BOCHUTATEIbHUILY U3 AETCKOTO caja
Beponuky I'puropreBHy, IBYX KOJIXO3HBIX OpHUTraJupoB Ja 4YEJIOBEK MAECATb KPECTbSH,
MOJIBEPHYBILUXCS UM MOJ] pyKy. Tesia He Belesn XOPOHUTh U 3asBUJIM, YTO TaK OyeT co Bceil
JIEpEBHEMN, €ClIU Yepe3 CyTKU J0OpOBOJIbIIbI HE SIBATCS HA MECTO, HA3BaHHOE B IPUKa3e.

JloOpOBOJIBIIBI OMSATH HE SIBHJIMCh. A yTpoM, KOrja Hemubl U3 3oHAepkomanzbsl CC
IOLIUIM TIO JIEpEBHE, BCe M30bl OKA3aIUCh MyCTHIMU. B HUX He ObUIO HU OyIIM — HHU CTaphbIX,
HU MablX. Houbto, GpocHB cBOM 10Ma, 3€MIII0, BCE CBOE FOJJAMU HaXKUTOE 100pO, MOYTH BCIO
CKOTHHY, JIFOJH I10JI IOKPOBOM T'yCTBIX B 3THX KPasX HOYHBIX TYMAaHOB O€CCIIEHO MCUE3IIH.
JlepeBHs BcsA Kak €CTh, JI0 IOCJIEAHEro 4YesloBeKa, CHsUIACh M YIUIA B JECHYIO IVIyLIb — 3a
BOCEMHAlIaTh BEPCT, Ha CTapylo BbIpyOKy. HakomaB 3eMIISIHOK, MYXYMHBI YIIIU
NapTU3aHUTh, a 0a0bl ¢ PEOATHIIKAMHU OCTAINCh O€0BaTh B JECY /10 BECHBI. MATEXKHYIO
JIEPEBHIO 30HJIEPKOMAaH/1a COXKIJIA JI0TJIA, KaK ¥ OOJIBIIMHCTBO JIEPEBEHB U CEJl B 3TOM paloHe,
Ha3BaHHOM HEMIIaMU MEPTBOH 30HOIA.

—..batas y MeHs mnpencenateneM KoJixo3a ObLI, CTAapOCTOM OHM €ro Ha3bIBalU, —
pacckasbiBan CepeHbKa, U CJI0Ba €ro J0JeTaau 10 CO3HaHUs AJIEKCesl TOUHO M3-3a CTEHbI, —
TaK OHM €ro yOusu u OpaTeHbKy CTapIiero yOusu, MHBaIHI OH Obll, 0€3 pyKH, PYKYy eMy Ha
rymHe otpesaino. IllectHaanaTts yenoBek... 51 cam Buzen, Hac BCeX COrHAM CMOTpETh. bats
BCE Kpuyall, Bce Marepuics... «lIponunryTt Bam 3a Hac, CyKMHBI CbIHBI! — Kpryai. — KpoBaBoii
CJIE30M, — Kpru4all, — 3a Hac 3aruiauere!..»

CTpaHHOE OIIYIEHHE UCIBITAN JIETUUK, CIIyLIash MaJEHBKOTO OEIOKyporo MyXH4Ka C
OOJNBIIMMM TPYCTHBIMH, YCTadbIMU TIJazaMu. OH TOYHO IUIaBajl B BS3KOM TyMaHe.
HeoOopumasi ycTanocTb Kpemko OIyThiBaja BCE €ro H3MOTAHHOE HEuYeJOBEUYECKUM
HanpsbkeHueM Tenno. OH He MOT LIeBeNbHYTh JaXKe MaJlbLieM U MPOCTO HE MpeCTaBIsa cede,
KaK 3TO OH BCEro 4aca JjBa TOMY Ha3aJl €Ille IepPeIBUTaCs.

—Tak B necy m xuBere? — €€ CIBIIIHO CIPOCHI Majb4yuKka AJIEKCEH, ¢ TpPyIOM
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0CBO0O0XK1A5ICh OT YT APEMBI.

— A Kak ke, Tak ¥ )xuBeM. Tpoe Hac Tenepsb: MbI ¢ Denpkoit 1a MaTka. CecTpeHka ObLTa
Hromka — 3umoii nomepna, onyxsia v MOMeEpJIa, U €lIe MAJICHbKUI MMOMEp, TAK YTO, BBIXOJUT,
Hac Tpoe... A 4TO: HeMIbl HE BOpOTsATCs, a? [lens Hami, MaTKWH, 3HAYMUT, OTEI, OH y Hac
celiyac 3a npejceaarelis, TOBOPUT, HE BOPOTATCS, MEPTBOTO, TOBOPUT, C MOTOCTA HE TACKAIOT.
A Marka Bce OouTcs, Bce 0exaTh XOUeT: a Hy, TOBOPUT, OISITh BEPHYTCA... A BOH H JIEJs C
deapKoi, rIsHb!

Ha omnymke neca crosm peixeHbkuil denpka M MOKa3biBal Ha AJIEKCEs MHalIbIIEM
BBICOKOMY CYTYJIOMY CTapuKy B PBaHOM, W3 KpalIEHHOW JyKOM JTOMOTKAaHWHBI apMsiKe,
MO/IBSI3aHHOM BEPEBKOM, M B BBICOKOBEPXOW OPHIIEPCKO HEMENKOU (hypaxkke.

Crapuk, nens Muxaitna, Kak Ha3bIBaIM €r0 PEOATHUILNKH, ObLI BBICOK, CYTYJ, Xyld. Y
Hero ObUTO J00poe JuIo HUKOIBI-yroHUKa HEMYIPEHOT'O CEIhCKOTO MHUCHhMA, ¢ YHUCTHIMU
CBETJIBIMH, JIETCKUMH TJIa3aMU M MATKOW HETYCTOM OOpOAKOHM, CTPYHUCTON U COBEPIICHHO
cepeOpsiHoi. 3akyThiBasi Ajiekces B CTapyro O0apaHbio m1y0y, BCIO COCTOSIBIIYIO M3 MECTPHIX
3aruiaTok, 6e3 Tpyaa MOoJHUMAsi U MEepPEeBEPThIBask €ro JIETKOEe TEJI0, OH BCE MPUTOBAPUBAII C
HaWBHBIM YUBJICHUEM:

— AX TBI, TPEX-TO Kako#, BoBce uctomuics yenosek! Jlo yero momren... AX Toi, 00%ke Th
MO, Hy cymui mkwiet! Y 94To TobKO BOMHA C JIIObMHU JienaeT. A-si-sii! Ai-si-sii!

OcTOpOXKHO, KakK, HOBOPOXKJACHHOTO pPEOCHKA, OMyCTHJI OH AJIeKCes Ha Calla3Ku,
NPUKPYTHJI K HUM BEPEBOYHOM BOMOKOW, MOJyMai, CTallMia ¢ cedd apMsK, CBEpHYI H
MOAMOCTIJI €My TMoJ ToJioBy. [loToM BEIIIEN Bmepen, BHOPSATCS B MaJ€HBKHH XOMYT,
CIENaHHBIA W3 MEIIKOBUHBI, J1ajl IO BEpeBKe MaibliaM, cka3an: «Hy, ¢ 6orom!» — u BTpoem
OHU TIOTSHYJW CaJla3Kd 10 TaJOMY CHETY, KOTOPBIA IEIUIUICS 3a TO0JIO3bs, CKPHUIIEN, Kak
KapTodenpHas MyKa, U 0Ce/Iall TI0J HOTaMH.
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Crnenyromue 1Ba-Tpu JHS ObUIM OKYTaHBI JJIs1 AJIEKCes TYCTBIM U JKapKHUM TYMaHOM, B
KOTOPOM HEUYETKO M MPHU3PAYHO BUJET OH Ipoucxosimee. JIeiHCTBUTEIFHOCTh CMEIINBAJIaCh
c OpenoBBIMU CHaMH, U TOJIBKO Y)K€ MHOTO BPEMEHH CHYCTS YyJaloCh €My BOCCTaHOBUTH
HCTUHHEIC COOBITHS BO BCEH MX MOCIEA0OBATEILHOCTH.

bernas nepeBHs kuina B BEKOBOM 00pY. 3eMIISTHKH, OJIETHIC €II€ CHETOM, IMPUKPHITHIC
CBEpXY XBOEH, C IEPBOTO B3TJIs[a TPYIHO OBLIO JAa)Ke 3aMETUTh. J[pIM U3 HUX BaJIKJI TOYHO U3
3emutd. B 1eHb nosiBieHus 31ech AJiekcess ObLIIO TUXO M CBIPO, JIBIM JIbHYJ KO MXY, HETUISIICS
3a JepeBbs, U AJIEKCEI0 IMOKAa3aJloCh, YTO MECTHOCTh 3Ta OOBATA 3aTyXarolIUM JIECHBIM
TTOKapPOM.

Bce Hacenenue — mpenMyIecTBEHHO 0aObl M JIETH J1a HECKOJIbKO CTapHKOB, — Y3HAaB,
yTo Mpuxaiisia Be3eT M3 JIeCy HEBEIOMO OTKyAa B3SBIIETOCS COBETCKOIO JIETYMKA, IIO
paccka3zaM Denpku, MOX0KEro Ha «CYIIUN IIKUIIETY, BhIChINano HaBcTpeuy. Koraa «Tpoiika»
C caja3kaMH 3aMejibKaia MeX JPEBECHBIX CTBOJIOB, 0a0bl OOCTYNWIM €€ W, OTIOHSAA
NUICTIKAMH U T1013aThUIbBHUKAMU CHOBABIIUX I10J] HOraMU PEOSATHIIEK, TaK CTCHOW M TIOILIH,
OKPY)KMB CaHM, OXas, IpuuuTas M Imiada. Bce oHM ObLIM OOOpBaHBI M BCE Ka3allUCh
OJINHAKOBO MOKUJIBIMU. KOTIOTH 3eMIITHOK, TONUBIIKUXCS MO-Y€PHOMY, HE CXOJHIIA C UX JIHII.
Tonpko Mo cBepkaHbIO I71a3, MO Ojecky 3yOOB, BBIACISABIIMXCSA CBOEH OENMM3HONW Ha 3TUX
KOPUYHEBBIX JIMIIAX, MOXHO OBIJIO OTIUYUTH MOJIOJIYXY OT Oa0KH.

— babs1, 6a0k1, ax, 6a0el! Hy uto coOpanuce, Hy uto? Tearpa 3To Bam? CnukTakisa? —
cepuyasl Muxaiisia, CHOpOBUCTO Ha)XMMasi Ha CBOM XOMYTHUK. — Ja HEe CHYWTE BBI I10JI HOTaMH,
6ora paju, OBI[bl, TPOCTH TOCIIOAN, TOJOYMHBIE!

A u3 Tonmsl 10 Anekces TOHOCUIIOCH:

— O#, kakoit! Bepno, mkuner! He meBenurcs, ;xuB au?

— be3 mamsatu oH... Uero xe 310 ¢ HUM? Oif, 6a00HBKH, YK TOIII, YK TOI!

[ToTom BoJIHa yAuBIEHUS CXJIbIHYNa. Hem3BecTHas, HO, OYEBHAHO, CTpalliHas Cyan0a
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ATOTO JIETYMKA Nopas3uia 6a0, 1, MoKa CaH! TALMIIKCH 110 OMYIIKE, MEAJICHHO MPUOIIIKAsACH K
MOJI3€MHOM JIEPEBHE, 3aTESJICS CIIOP: Y KOTO KUTh AJlekcero?

— VY Mens 3emisiHKa cyxa. [lecok-mecodek W BO3AyX BOJIbHBIW... [ledypa y MeHs, —
JI0Ka3bIBajla MaJIeHbKas KPYIJIOJHIAsl KEHIMUHA ¢ OOMKO CBEpPKABIIMMH, KaK Yy MOJIOJIOTO
Herpa, OeskaMu rias.

— «Ileuypa»! A »xuBeT-T0 Bac ckoyibko? OT OgHOTO JyXa mpectaBulibcs!.. Muxaiina,
JaBail KO MHE, y MEHS TPU CblHAa B KpacHoapMelIlax M MYYKH MaJIOCThb OCTajoCh, i €My
JIETICIIKU T1€Yb CTaHy!

— Her, HeT, k0 MHe, Yy MEHSI IPOCTOPHO, B/IBOEM KUBEM, MECTA XBATUT; JICTICIIKU Tal1
K HaM: BCE PaBHO BeAb €My, IJe ecTb. YK Mbl ¢ Kcroxoil ero obuxonum, y MeHs Jiew|
MOPOKEHBIN €CTh ¥ TPUOKOB OEINIbIX HUTKA... YIIHUIYy €My, CYII C TpHOaMu.

—I'ne x emy ymmy, oH ogHOW Horoi B rpoOy!.. Ko mue ero, mans Mwuma, y Hac
KOpOBa, MOJIOUKO!

Ho Muxaiiia mofaramui CaHHd K CBOEW 3EMIISTHKE, HaXOJMBIIEHCA TMOCEpEIrHE
MOJI3EMHOM JIEPEBHMU.

...AJIeKCEel TOMHHUT: JIEKUT OH B MAJICHbKOW TEMHOW 3EMJISIHOM HOpE; CIerka 4vais,
MOTPECKUBAsi U POHAS UCKPBI, TOPUT BOTKHYTasi B CTEHY JyunHa. B cBere ee BUIHBI C Hap
CTOJI, CKOJIOUEHHBIN U3 SIMKA OT HEMELKHX MUH U YTBEP)K/IEHHBIM Ha BKOIIAHHOM B 3€MJIIO
cTOJI0e, U YypKU OKOJIO HEr0 BMECTO TaOypeTOK, M TOHKasl, O-CTapylledbH OJleTasl )KeHIIMHA
B YEPHOM IUIaTKe, HAKJIIOHMUBIIASICA K CTONY, — MJIaJIIas CHoXa jaena Muxaiiel Bapsapa, u
rojioBa CaMoro CTapuKa, HOBUTAas CEAbIMU HETYCTBIMU KYIPSIMHU.

Anexceil neXHUT Ha mojocaToM Tiodsike, HaOUToM cojoMoil. HakpelT oH Bce TOM ke
OapaHbeil 1I1y00i, COCTOSIIEH M3 Pa3HOUBETHHIX 3aryaT. OT UryObl MPUATHO MaXHET YeM-TO
KHUCIIBIM, TAKUM OOMXOJIHBIM U XKWIbIM. I XOTs Bce Teno HOoeT, kKak moOUToe KaMHSIMU, a HOTH
TOpAT, TOYHO K CTYIHSM TPHUJIOKEHBI PACKAJICHHBIC KHUPIHYU, MPHUATHO JIEKATh BOT TaK
HEMO/ABWKHO, 3Hasi, YTO HUKTO T€0s HE TPOHET, YTO HE HAJO0 HU JABUTaThCSA, HU AyMaTb, HU
CTEpeUbCs.

JIpIM OT KaMenbKa, CJIOXEHHOTO Ha 3€MJIE B YIUIy, CTENETCS CHU3bIMHU IKUBBIMH,
MEPENUBAOIIMMHUCS CIOSIMHU, U Ka)XeTCsl AJIEKCEI0, YTO HE TOJBKO 3TOT JbIM, HO M CTOJ, H
cepeOpsiHas rojioBa aena Muxaiibl, Bcerja 4eM-ToO 3aHATOr0, YTO-TO MAacTEPSIIEro, U TOHKAs
¢urypa Bapu — Bce 3TO paciuibiBaeTcs, KOJEOJIETCS, BBITATHBAETCSA. AJIEKCEl 3aKpbIBaeT
riaza. OTKpbIBaeT OH UX, pa30yKEHHBIH TOKOM XOJOJIHOTO BO3yXa, MAaXHYBIIErO B JBEPb,
OOUTYI0O JEpIOKKOW C YEpHbIM HEMEUKUM OpJIOM. Y CcToja Kakas-To >keHuuHa. OHa
MOJIOXKUJIA HA CTOJI MEIIOYEK U €Ille JIEP>KUT Ha HEM PYKHU, TOUHO KOJIeOJIACh, HE B3STh JIU €r0
oOpaTHO, B3JIpIXaeT u roBoputT Bapsape:

— Manka s70... C MmupHoro Bpemenu st Koctionbku Oepernu. He Hamo emy Teneph
Huuero, KocTroHbke-To. Bo3pMuTe, KallkM BOT MOCTOsUIbLY cBoeMy cBapute. OHa i
pedsaTuIek, Kalka-To, eMy Kak pas.

[loBepHYBIINCH, OHA THXO YXOJUT, OBESIB BCeX CBOEH nevaibto. KTo-TO mpuHOCHT
MOpPOKEHOI'O  JIellla, KTO-TO — JICNENIKH, MWCIIEYCHHbIE Ha KaMHIX KaMellbkKa,
pacipoCTpaHAIONIKe O BCeH 3eMIISTHKE KUCIBINA TETUIbIN XIeOHBIH Mapok.

[Ipuxonsar Cepenbka ¢ @eapkoil. C KpeCThIHCKOM CTENEHHOCThIO CepeHbKa CHUMAET B
JBEPSX C TOJIOBBI MWIOTKY, TOBOPUT: «3IpaBCTBYHTE Bam», — KJIAJET Ha CTOJI JIBa KyCOYKa
MUJICHOTO caxapa ¢ MPUJIKIIIUMH K HUIM KPOIIKaMH Maxpbl U OTpyOeH.

—Mamka npucinana. OH MOJIE3HBIM, caxap-TO, €LIbTE, — TOBOPUT OH U JIEJIOBUTO
oOpamaercs k neny: — OmnsaTe Ha nemnenuine xoawtd. YyryHok oTkomanu. [[Ba 3actyma He
6011bHO 00OrOpensie, Tonop 6e3 Tonopuma. [Ipunecnu, crogures.

A ®eppka, BBITIIAIBIBAS U3-32 OpaTa, )KaJIHO CMOTPHUT Ha OeNerolue Ha CTOJIe KyCOUKU
caxapa U ¢ IIyMOM BTSTHUBAET CIIIOHY.

Tonbko yxke Tropa3no mo3xke, 0OayMbIBasg Bce 3TO, AJeKcell cymenl OICHMTh
MIPUHOLIEHUSI, KOTOPbIE AEIAINCh €My B CEJIEHUH, TJ€ B 3Ty 3UMY OKOJIO TPETH >KUTEIEH
YMEpJIO OT roJIojia, I/ie He ObLIO CEeMbH, HE IIOXOPOHUBIIEH 0THOTO, a TO U IBYX MOKOMHUKOB.
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— Ox, 6a0b1, 0a0bI, 1IeHbI BaM, 0a0bI, HeT! A? Cibllb, Asiexa, TOBOPIO — pyccKoit 6abe,
clblllb, LeHbl HeT. Ee crouT 3a cepaue TpOHYyTb, OHA IMOCJIEIHEE OTAACT, TOJOBYLIKY
noJioxkuT, 6aba-to Hama. A? He tak? — mpuroBapuBan nen Muxaiina, NpuHUMas BCe STH
napsl uis Anekcesi 1 CHOBa OepsiCh 3a KaKylo-HUOY/Ib CBOIO BEUHYIO paOOTEHKY: 32 IOYUHKY
cOpyH, MOMIMBKY XOMYTOB WJIHM TOJIIIMBKY MPOTOMNTABIIMXCS BaJIeHOK. — M B paboTte, Opar
Anexa, oHa, 3Ta camas 06a0a, HaM HE C/IaeT, a TO U TIO-TI0! — TSI, OOCTAaBUT MY>KHUKa-TO Ha
pabote! Tosbko A3BIK 3TOT 0abMii, 0X, s3bIK! 3aMopounIN MHE, ANleXa, 3TH CaMble YEPTOBBI
0a0bI TOJIOBY, HY MPOCTO HABOBCE 3aMOpoYid. Kak AHHCHS-TO MOSI TIOMEpJIa, s, TPEITHBIN
qenmoBek, u moaymain: «CiaBa Te€ TOCIOAM, TMOXHBY B THIIWHE-TIOKoe!» BoT MeHs Oor u
Haka3ajd. MyXUKH-TO Hallld, KOM OCTaJUCh B apMHIO Hermo3aldpaTbie, BCE IMPU HEMIAX B
MapTU3aHbBI MOJAINUCH, U OCTAJICS 5 32 BEJIMKUE CBOU Ipexu 0a0bUM KOMaHAMPOM, KaK KO3€Jl B
oBeubeM cTaze... Ox-xo-xo!

MHoro Ttakoro, 4yto IJIyOOKO NOpa3ujo €ro, yBuaend AJleKkced B 3TOM JIECHOM
noceneHuu. Hewmmpl mumunu  sxutenedt [lmaBHet gomoB, no0Opa, WHBEHTaps, CKOTAa,
0OMXOAHOU PYXJISIAM, OJEKABl — BCET0, UTO HAXKHUTO OBLIO TPYAOM MOKOJICHUMN; UM JIFOIU
TETephb B JIECY, TEPIIEIN BEIUKHAE OCJCTBUS, CTPAaX OT €KEMUHYTHOW yrpo3bl, UTO HEMIIBI UX
OTKPOIOT, TOJIOATH, MEPIIU, — HO KOJIX03, KOTOPBIM MEpeIoBUKaM B TPUIIIATOM TOIY MOCIE
MOJIYTOZI0BOM OpaHM U CIIOPOB elle-eJie yIaloch OpraHu30BaTh, He pasBamwica. HaoGopor,
BEeNIMKUE OEACTBUS BOWHBI emie Oojbllle CIUIOTWIN Jrojned. Jlake 3eMIISTHKH pbhUIH
KOJUIEKTUBHO W PAcCEIWINCh B HUX HE MO-CTApOMYy, TJi€ KOMY MPHUIILIOCH, a TI0 OpHraaam.
[Ipencenarenbckue 00A3aHHOCTH B3aMEH YOUTOTO 35Ts B3s1 Ha cebs e Muxaitna. OH CBSTO
coOro1a B Jiecy KOJIXO3HbIE OObIYau, M BOT TEMEPh PYKOBOJMMAS UM TICIIECpHAsT IEPEBHS,
3arHaHHas B 4amry 0opa, o Opurajgam M 3BEHbSIM TOTOBUJIACH K BECHE.

Crpagaroriue OT TOJIOAA KPECThSHKH CHECIM W CCHIMAJA B OOIIYIO 3E€MIISTHKY [0
MIOCJIETHETO 3€pPHBIIIKA BCE, Y KOTO YTO COXPAHMJIOCH ociie Oercra. 3a TenasiTaMu OT KOpOB,
3a071arOBPEMEHHO YBEJICHHBIX OT HEMIIEB B JieC, ObLI YCTAHOBIICH CTpOXautmuit yxon. Jlronu
roJI0JIalid, HO HE pe3alii OOIIECTBEHHOTO CKOTa. PUCKYs MOMIATUTHCA KU3HBIO, MAIbYUIIKI
XOJWIIM Ha CTapble Merenuiia U B YIVISIX IOXapulla BbIKANbIBAJIM MOCUHEBIIME OT >Kapa
wiyru. K Haubornee coxpaHUBLIMMCS U3 HUX MPUJENaIH AepeBSIHHbIE pydkd. 3 MEIIKOBUHBI
MacTepUiIu sipMa, yToObl C BECHBbI HauaTh MaxaThb Ha KopoBax. baObu Opuranpl JOBHIN 1O
HapsiaM B 03epax pbIOy, U €10 BCIO 3UMY ITUTANIaCh JEPEBHS.

XoTh gen Muxaiiiia 1 Bopuai Ha «CBOMX 0a0» M 3aKMMal yIU, KOTJa OHU 3aTEBAIH Y
HEro B 3€MJISTHKE 3JIbl€ W JJIMHHBIE CCOPBI M3-3a KaKUX-HUOYIb Mallo MOHATHBIX AJIEKCEI0
XO3SIICTBEHHBIX JI€J, XOTS W Opaj MHOW pa3 Ha HUX BBIBEACHHBIM U3 cebs Jell CBOUM
¢danpleroM, OH yMel HMX LEHUTh M, MOJb3YACh IMOKIAAUCTOCTHIO CBOETO MOJIYaIHMBOTO
CIIyILIaTesl, He pa3 MPUHUMAJICS 10 HeOeC MPEBO3HOCUTD <GKEHCKOE OTPOIBEN:

— Benp ThI cMoTpH, Anexa, Apyr Thl MOM JIHOOE3HBIN, YTO MOay4dmiochk. baba — oHa ot
BEKYy BEKOB 3a KyCOK oOenMu pykamu nepxkutcs. A? He tak? A mouemy? Ckyma? Her,
MOTOMY YTO €i JOpOTr KyCOK-TO, AETeH-TO BEb OHA KOPMUT, CEMBIO-TO, YTO TaM HH TOBODH,
oHa, 0aba, Bexer. Temepb mocMoTpH, Kakoe naeno. JKuBeM Mbl, caM BUIUIIb, KaK: KPOXHU
cuutaeM. Ara, ronoa! A TyT, 3HaYUT, ObUIO ATO B SIHBape, HArPAHYJIN K HaM MMapTH3aHbl, U HE
HaIllM JePEeBEHCKHUEe, HET — HAIIHU-TO T/Ie-TO, CIIbIIb, 0] OJEHMHOM BOIOIOT, — a UY)XKHE, C
yyryHku kakue-To. Jlamno. Harpsuymu. «C ronomy momupaem». M uTo ke Agymaemib, Ha
CIeNyIOMUNA AeHb 0abelmKku UM TOJHbIE CYMKHM Hamuxaiu. A y CaMUX-TO JETHUIIKH BOH
nyxjible, Ha HOrU He mogHumaroTcs. A? He tak?.. To-to BoT u oHo! KabGbl s ObuT Kakoi
KOMaHJHp, 51 ObI, KaK HEMIIEB MBI IPOTOHUM, coOpai OblI IydIlIue CBOM BOWCKA U BBHIBEN OBl
Hanepen 6a0y u Benen Obl BceM MOMM BOMCKaM, 3HaYuT, Nepes] Hel, nepes 6aboil pycckoi,
MapIIMpoBaTh U YECTh € 0TAaBaTh, 6ade-To!..

Anekceil crmaako apemall TMOJA CTapueckyro OonToBHIO. MHorma, ciymias crapuka,
XOTEJNOCh eMy JIOCTaTh U3 KapMaHa TMMHACTEPKHU MUChbMa, poTorpaduio JEBYIIKU U MOKa3aTh
UX eMy, Ja PyKH He TOJHUMAJNCh, Tak Obul cmad. Ho korma men Muxaiina mpuHUMAncs
HaxBallMBaTh CBOMX 0al, Kazamoch AJEKCE0, YTO YYBCTBYET OH TEIJIO 3TUX IMHCEM dYepes
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CYKHO TMMHACTEPKH.

Tyt *&e, y cTONa, TOKE BEYHO 3aHATAs KaKUM-HUOYIb JEIOM, JIOBKAs U MOJTYaJIHBasi,
TPYAUIIACH I10 B€YepaM CHOXa JeAa Muxansl.

Cnauana AJekcell MpUHSII €€ 3a CTapyXy, JKeHY Je/ia, HO MOTOM pasTriisjen, YTo ei He
OoJbllie JIBaALIATH — ABAIIATH ABYX JIET, YTO OHA JIeTKas, CTpOiHas, MHJIOBHIHAS M 4YTO,
a8 Ha AJlekcesl Kak-TO HMCIYTaHHO U TPEBOXKHO, OHA TMOPBIBUCTO B3/IbIXaeT, TOYHO
IIPOTJIATHIBAET KAKOM-TO 3aCTPSABIUMN B ropiie KOMOK. MIHOT1a 1o HO4Yam, KOT1a JIy4yuHa racia
U B JBIMHOM Mpake 3€MJIIHKM HayuHal 3aQyMUYMBO IIONWJIMBATH CBEPYOK, CIIy4alHO
OTBICKaHHBIM JeA0M MHUXaWiol Ha CTapoOM MENENHIIE U MPUHECEHHBIM CIO/Ia B PYKABULIE
«UIS )KUIIOTO JIyXy» BMECTE € 00ropesioi nmocyoi, kazanoch AJIEKCEI0, UTO CIBIIIUT OH, KaK
KTO-TO TUXOHBKO TUTAYET Ha HApaxX, XOPOHSICh U 3aKyCHUB 3y0aMH TOYIIKY.

16

Ha tperuit nensr rocreBanbsi Anekces y neaa Muxaisibl CTapyK yTpOM PEIIMTEIHHO
CKas3aJsl eMy:

— O6GoBmmBen Thl, Ajexa, — 6e/1a: 94To JKYK HaBO3HBIN. A decaTbcs-To Tede TpyaHo. Bot
yTto: OaHbKy s TeOe coopyxy. Urto?.. banpky. Ilomoro TeOs, xoctouku Jsonapro. OHO, C
TPYAOB-TO TBOUX, 0OJILHO XOpo1o, OaHbka-To. YTo? He Tak?

W on mpunsiics coopyxkarh 0aHto. Ouar B yrily HaTOMWJ TakK, YTO CTajdd C IIyMOM
JomaThCs KaMHH. [ J1e-To Ha ynauIle TOXKE TOpei KOCTep, M Ha HEM, KaK CKa3aiu AJIEKCEo,
Kanuicst 000l BamyH. Bapst HaHOcHIa BOJIBI B cTapyro Kanky. Ha momy moctinanu 30510Toi
cosioMel. [Totom e Muxaitna pa3aencs 1mo mosic, OCTajics B OJHUX MOANMITaHHUKAX, OBICTPO
pasBeln B AepeBSIHHOM 0abe MIEIO0K, HaApall U3 POTOXKHU IMaxXHYIIEero JeroM Movaia. Korma ke
B 3E€MJISTHKE CTaJI0 TaK »apKO, YTO C TOTOJKa HAaYaJld IMaJlaTh TSHKEIbIE XOJIOTHBIC Karliu,
CTapHK BBICKOUYMJI HA YJINIY, HA KEJIE3HOM JINCTE MPUTAIUI OTTYAA KPACHBIM OT Kapa BalyH
U omycTus ero B Kauky. Llemas Tyua mapa mmbaHyna K MOTOJIKY, pacHoJi3jiach MO HEMY,
nepexo/is B Oenble KypuaBble KiyObl. Huuero e crano BUIHO, U AJeKcel MOYyBCTBOBAJ, UTO
€ro pa3/IeBAIOT JIOBKUE CTAPUKOBBI PYKH.

<..>

CkBO3b 1IEBEIALLYIOCA MEJIEHY NTapa BIIEpBbIE MOcie KaracTpodbl YBUAET OH CBOE TEIIO.
Ha 30510T0# sipoBO¥ cojome Jekayl OOTSHYTBHIA CMYTJIONH KOXKEH YeIOBEUECKHH KOCTSK C
PE3KO BBIAABIIMMUCS IIAapaMU KOJIEHHBIX YalleuyeK, C KPYriablM M OCTPBIM Ta3oM, C
COBEPIICHHO MPOBAJIUBIIUMCS KUBOTOM, PE3KHUMHU MOTYKPYXKbIMU pedep.

Crapuk Bo3wics y maiiku co mienokoMm. Kornaa ke oH, 0OMakHyB MOYAJIKy B CEpPYIO
MACJISIHUCTYIO KUIKOCTh, 3aHEC €€ HaJ AJIEKCEeM U pasryIsfell €ro Tejo B )KapKoM TyMaHe,
pyKa ¢ MOYAJIKOM 3aCThlIa B BO3IyXe€.

— Ax b1, Oenal.. Cypbe3noe TBoe neno, Opar Anexa! A? Cypwesnoe, ropopro. Ot
HEMIIEB-TO Thl, OpaT, 3HAYMT, YIOJ3, a OT Hee, KOCOH...

OH 70BKO M OepekHO, TOYHO MaJEHBKOTO, MbLT AJeKces IMIEIOKOM, MepeBepThIBa,
obOaBan ropsiuel BOJIOM, CHOBA TEp U TEP C TaKUM a3apTOM, UYTO PYKH €ro, CKOJIBb3UBIIUE IO
Oyropkam KOCTEil, CKOPO 3aCKpHUIIEIIH.

Baps mosua nomoraina emy.

Ho 3ps Hakpuuan Ha Hee ctapuk. He cMoTpena oHa Ha 3TO cTpaniHoe, KOCTJISIBOE TeEO,
OeccruiIbHO cBeluBaBleecs ¢ ee pyk. OHa crapanach CMOTPETh MUMO, a KOTJa B3TJIs] ee
HEBOJILHO 3aMeydall CKBO3b TyMaH Iapa HOTY WA PYKYy AJIeKces, B HEM 3aropajiucb MUCKpPBI
ykaca. Eil HauMHaAiIo Ka3aTbCs, YTO ATO HE HEHU3BECTHBIM €1, HEBECTh KAK MOMNABIIUKW B UX
CEMBIO JIETUMK, a €e Mulia, 4To He 3TOTO HEOXXUAAHHOTO TOCTS, a €€ MYXka, C KOTOPbIM
MPOKMUJIa OHA BCETO-HAaBCEro OJHY BECHY, MOTYYero NapHsS C KPYNHBIMH U SPKUMH
BECHYIIKAMH Ha CBETJIOM O0€30pOBOM IHIle, C OTPOMHBIMHU, CHUJIBHBIMH pYyKamH, IOBETH
HEMI[bI JI0O TaKOTO COCTOSIHUS U 4YTO 3TO ero, MummHo, OeccuibHOE, MOpPOoN KaxyIieecs
MEpPTBBIM TEJIO JepKaT Tenepb ee pyku. M el cTaHOBWIIOCH CTpalllHO, y HEEe HauWHala
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KPYXKHTbCS TOJIOBA, U, TOJILKO Kycasi T'yObl, yJepHBaJia OHa ce0s1 0T 0OMOpPOKaA...

...A moToM AJeKkcel Jiexan Ha MoJ0caToM TouleM TIo(sKe B IJTMHHON, BKPUBb U BKOCh
3alITONAHHOM, HO YHMCTOW W MATKOW pyOaxe aena Muxailipl, ¢ OIIYIICHHEM CBEXECTH U
6oapoctu Bo BceM Tene. [locie 6aHbkH, KOTia map BBHITSHYIIO U3 3€MJITHKH Yepe3 BOJIOKOBOE
OKOHIIE, MpOJEITaHHOE B TIOTOJKE HAaJ odvaroM, Baps Hamowna ero OpYCHUYHBIM,
MIPUIaXUBABIIUM JAbIMKOM 4YaeM. OH IUJI €T0 ¢ KPOIIKaMH TEX CaMbIX JIBYX KyCOUYKOB caxapa,
KOTOpbIE IPUHECIH €My PEOSITUILIKY U KOTOpble Bapsi MenKko-MeNnKo HaKpoIIuia JUisl HEro Ha
OeneHbkylo 6epectuuky. IIoTOM OH 3acHyJ — B IEPBBIN pa3 Kpenko, 6€3 CHOB.

Paz0ynun ero rpoMkwmii pa3roBop. B 3emiisiHKe OBUIO IMOYTH TEMHO, JyYHHA €€ TIIela.
B sTom npiMHOM Mpake pebe3rkan pe3Kuil TEeHOpoK Aena Muxainsl:

— babuit ym, rae y Tebs coobpakenue? YenoBek oIMHHAIIATH JICH BO PTY MPOCSHOTO
3€pHBIILIKA HE JIepKaj, a Thl BKPYTYIO... Jla 3Tu caMble KpyThie fiilla — eMy cMepThb!.. — Bapyr
rojioc jefa crai npocuTenbHbIM: — EMy Obl He siui ceifuac, eMmy Obl ceifuac, 3Haellb 4To,
Bacunuca, emy 051 ceituac kypuHoro cymuuky noxiebars! O! Bot eMy uro Hamo. 1o ObI €ro
ceityac K *xu3HM nmoaooapmwino. Bot [laptuzanouky O6w1 TBOMO, a?..

Ho crapymeunii ronoc, pe3kuil 1 HENPUSATHBIN, C UCITYTOM NepeOuI:

— He nam! He nam u He nam, u He mipocu, yepT 1ol cTapslil! Mms! U roBoputs 06 3TOM
He cMel. UtoOwl s [lapTu3anouky moro... Cynmuuky noxiebars... Cynuuky! BoH u Tak 3Ba
CKOJIbKO HATaIMJIM BCETO, YMCTO Ha cBaan0y! [lpumayman Toxe!

— Ox, Bacunuca, coBectHo Tebe, Bacunuca, 3a Takue TBou 6abbu ciioBa! — 3ampede3xan
TEHOPOK CTapuka. — Y caMoi JBoe Ha (PpoHTE, W Takue y TeOs OeCTOIKOBBIE TOHSTHS!
UYenoBek, MOKHO CKa3aTh, 32 HAC BOBCE MOKAJIEYMIICS, KPOBb MPOJIUL...

— He Hago MHe ero kpoBu. 3a MeHs1 MOM IIposMBaroT. 1 He mpocu, cka3aHo — He JaM, U
He Jam!

TeMHBII CTapylIeunil CHIIYST CKOJIB3HYJ K BBIXOJYy, U B PacCHaxHYBIIYIOCS JBEPH
BOpBaJIach Takas fpKas I0J0Ca BECEHHEro IHs, 4To AJieKceld HEBOJBHO 3aXKMYpPHICS U
3aCTOHAaJ, OCJICIIeHHbIN. CTapuK KMHYJICSA K HEMY:

— Al eI He cnian, Anexa? A? Al casiman pasroBop? Casiman? TonbKo ThI ee, Ajnexa,
HE CyIu; HE CYAH, APYT, cioBa-To ee. CIoBa — OHU YTO ILIENyXa, a SAPBIIIKO B HEM Xopolee.
Jymaemb, Kypuilbl oHa s TeOs moxanena? U-u, Her, Anema! Bcro cemplo nxHiomw — a
ceMbsi ObuTa OOJNBIIYIIAS, AYII JECATh, — HeMell nepeBen. [[0IKOBHUKOM y Hee CTapHIMii-To.
Bot no3nanuch, 4T0 MOJIKOBHUKOBA CEMbs, BCEX UX, OKpoMsi Bacuiucel, B 0JHOYAChE B POB.
N xo3siictBo Bce mopymnian. M-ux, Gonpmias 31o O0ega — B ee-To ToAbl 0e3 poay-IieMeHu
octartbcs! OT X034lCTBa OT BCEro OKa3ajach y HEH OJHa Kypulla, 3Ha4UT. XUTpas Kypuua,
Anema! Eme B mepBylo HeIelo HEMIIbl BCEX Kypei-yTOK MepesoBHIIM, MOTOMY Ul HEMIA
NITUIA — MIepBOE JTAaKOMCTBO. Bee — «kypka, Matka, kypka!». Hy, a ata cnacnacs. Hy npocro
apTuCT, a He Kypuua! beiBano, Hemel — Bo ABOp, a OHA — Ha YepJaK U CUAUT TaM, OyITO ee U
HeT. A cBOHM BoiaeT — Huyero, ryiser. Iyt ee 3Haer, kak oHa y3HaBaia. M ocranack oHa
OJIHa, Kypulla 5Ta, Ha BCIO HAIlly JIEPEBHIO, U BOT 3a XHUTPOCTh 32 €€ BOT 3Ty Camylo
ITapTH3aHKON MBI €€ U OKPECTHIIN.

MepecbeB npemall ¢ OTKPBITBIMH Tria3amMu. Tak mpuBblk oH B Jecy. Jlema Muxaiiny
MOJTYaHHUE €ro, J0JKHO ObITh, Oecriokomio. [TocyeTHBIINCH 1O 3eMIIIHKE, YTO-TO MOJENaB Y
CTOJIa, OH OIISATH BEPHYJICA K 3TOH TeMe:

— He cynu, Anexa, 6a0y-to! Tbl, qpyr n100€3HbINA, B TO BHUKHU: ObLIa OHA Kak cTapas
Oepe3a B OOJBILIOM JieCy, HA HE€ HUOTKENb HE YN0, a TeNepb TOPYUT, KaK TPYXJISABBIM MEHb
Ha BBIpYOKe, U OJlHa €il yrexa — 3Ta camasi Kypuia. Yero Mom4uIb-To, aii 3acuyn?.. Hy, cnu
cebe, cru.

Anexkceil cman u He cnan. OH JeXan MoJ MOJyIIyOKOM, JIBIIIABIITUM Ha HETO KHCIIBIM
3amaxoM xJyieba, 3amaxoM CTaporo KPECThSIHCKOTO IKWJIbS, CIYyIIad YCHOKauBaroliee
MWINKAaHBE CBEPUYKA, U HE XOTEJNOCh €My IIEBENUTh XOTs Obl MalbllaMd. bbUIO MOX0XkKe, 4TOo
TEJO €ro JIMIIEHO KOCTel, HAaOUTO TETUION BaTOW, B KOTOPOW TONYKAMU MYyJIbCHPYET KPOBb.
Pa3butsie, pacnyxiire HOTH TOPETH, UX JOMIJIO H3HYTPH KaKOKW-TO TATOCTHOM OO0JIbIO, HO HE
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ObUIO CHJI HU TIOBEPHYTHCS, HU MOLIEBETUTHCSL.

B sT0i1 monyapeme Ajiexcedd BOCHPUHUMAJ KU3Hb 3€MIISIHKA KJIOYKAMH, TOYHO 3TO
OblIa HEe HACTOSIIASA KHU3Hb, & HA IKpaHE MEJbKAIN Nepe] HUM OJIHA 3a JAPYrod HEeCBSI3HBIEC,
HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIE KAPTHHBI.

beina BecHa. bernas aepeBHs nepekuBaia camble TpyAHble JHU. Jloenanu nocienHue
XapUMILIKHU U3 T€X, YTO YCHENIM B CBOE BPEMsI [103apbIBATh U MOIPSATaTb U YTO TAWKOM IO
HOYaM BBbIKallbIBAIM W3 SM Ha Ieneaumax M Hocuiau B Jec. OtrauBana 3emis. Hacmex
HapbIThIE HOPbI «ILJIAKaIW» W OIUIbIBAIM. MYXHKH, MapTU3aHUBIIUE 3allafiHEE JIEPEBHU, B
OJEeHNHCKUX JIecax, U paHbllie HET-HET XOTb IOOJUHOYKE, XOTh 110 HOYaM HaBEe/IbIBaBIINECS B
MOJI3EMHYIO JIEPEBEHBKY, OKa3aJIMCh TeTeph OTPE3aHHBIMU JIMHUEH PpoHTa. OT HUX HE OBLIO
HU CIyXy HH ayxy. HoBas Tsrora jierna Ha m 06€3 TOro M3My4YeHHbIE 0a0bH IUIeUH. A TYT
BECHA, TAeT CHET, M HaJI0 [yMaTh O TIOCEBE, 00 OrOpoIax.

baOel Opoaunu o3aboueHHble, 37ble. B 3emisiHke aena Muxainbl To U Jeno
BCIIBIXMBAJIM MEX]ly HUMU IIIyMHbIE CIIOPBI C B3aUMHBIMU HIOIIPEKaMHU, C IIEPEUNCIEHUEM BCEX
CTapbIX M HOBBIX, HACTOSIIIUX U BbIAYMaHHBIX 00uA. ['OMOH mopoii CTOSUT B HEM CTpallHblIii,
HO CTOMJIO XUTPOYMHOMY JIe[ly MOJKUHYTh B 3Ty F'OMOHSIIYIO Kally 3/1bIX 0a0bUX T0OJ0COB
KaKyl0-HUOYIb X03HCTBEHHYIO MBICIUIIKY — O TOM, HE MOpa JIU, JIeCKaTh, [TOCIATh X0JI0KOB
Ha MeMNeNuIle IVISIHYTh: MOKET, YK€ OTOILIa 3eMJIsl, WJIK HE MOJXOJAI JIU BETEPOK, UYTOOBI
MIPOBETPUTH CEMEHA, MPOKJIEKIINE OT AYIIHON 3eMJITHOYHOM CHIPOCTH, — KaK cpa3y e raciu
3TH CCOPBI.

Pa3 gen BepHysncs 1HEM U TOBOJIbHBIN U 03a004eHHBIH. OH MpUHEC 3eJIEHYI0 TPAaBUHKY
1, 6epeXHO MOJIOKUB €€ Ha 3aCKOPY3IYIO JIAJ0Hb, TOKa3al AJIeKCero:

— Buman? C mong 1. OTXOOWUT 3eMIIS-TO, a O3MMb, CjlaBa TeOe TOCIOAW, HHYETO,
obo3Haumnack. CHera oOmibHble. CmoTpen s. Ecnu ¢ sipoBBIMU HE BBIBE3€M, O3MMb M TO
Kycok nact. [loiny 6abam rykHy, mycTh mopaayroTcs, oegonaru!

TouHo cTast rajmok BECHOH, 3alIyMeNH, 3aKpuUYadd y 3eMJISSIHKH 0a0bl, B KOTOPBIX
3eNieHas TpaBUHKA, MPUHECEHHAs C TMOJisA, pa30yAuiia HOBYIO HaJexXIy. A BedepoM el
Muxaiina noTupan pyku.

— Wb, 1 HIYETO PEIInIN MUHHUCTPHI-TO MOU JTOJroBoJIockie. A, Anexa? OnHa Opurana,
3HAYMUT, HA KOPOBax IAIlIET, 3TO TJ€ JI0)KOK B HU3MHKE, IJe Maxora Tshkenas. J[a MHOro i
Haralenb: BCero mecTh KOPOBEHOK OT CTaja-To Hamiero ocraiochk! Bropoit Opurazae more,
YTO MOBBIILIE, NOCYIIE, — 3TO JIONATOM Ja MOTHITOW. M1 HUIITO — OropojabI-TO BEIb KOIAEM,
BoIxoauT. Hy, a TpeTbss — Ha B3ropbe, TaMm IMecouYeK, MOJ KapTodenb, 3HAYUT, 3eMEIbKY
rOTOBUM; ATHUM BOBCE JIETKO: TaM PEOATUIIEK C JIOMaTaMy KOIaTh 3acTaBUM M KOH 0a0bl
ciabble — TeX. A Tam, IJISAWIIb, U TOMOIIL HaM OYyJeT OT MpaBUTENbCTBA, 3HaYUT. Hy, a He
OyzeT, onaTh HeBeslrKa Oefa. YK Mbl M cCaMH KaK-HUOY/b, YK MbI 3eMeJIbKY HEITOKPBITON He
octraBuM. Criacu0o, HeMIla OTCIOJIa IIYTHYIH, a Teephb KUCTh MOoeT. Y Hac HapOJ >KUJIUCT,
J00YIO TATOTY BBITSIHET.

Jlea nmonro He MOT YCHYThb, BOpOYaJCS Ha COJIOME, KpsXTed, udecancs, cToHalr: «O
rocrnoau, 0oke Thl MOH!» — HECKOIBKO pa3 CHON3al C Hap, MOAXOIWI K BEIpy C BOJOH,
rpeMen KOBIIOM, W CIBIIIHO OBLJIO, KaKk OH TPOMKO, TOYHO 3amajieHHbIH KOHb, MBET
KpYIHBIMH, KaJHbIMU IJI0TKaMu. HakoHel OoH He BblJep:Kall, 3aCBETUJI OT Kpecalsla Jy4yuHY,
noTporain Anekces, JIeKaBUIEro ¢ OTKPBHITHIMHU TJIa3aMHU B TSHKEIIOM MOTY3a0BbIThU:

— Cnuwb, Anexa? A s BoT Bce aymar. A? Bee BoT mymaro, 3Haemb. EcTh y Hac B
JIepeBHE Ha CTapoOM MecCTe JyOOK Ha IUIOIIAH, Aa... Ero jer Tpuauate Haszaja, Kak pas B
HUKOJIACBCKYIO BOWHY, MOJIHMEH TIOJIOCHYJO — W BEpIUIMHA Hampoub. Jla, a OH Kpenkui,
TyOOK-TO, KOPEHb Y HEIr0 MOTY4YMid, COKY MHOTO. BBepx emy xo1y He cTalio, Jajl BOOK POCTOK,
U ceiuac, IJIAaM, Kakas OINATh IIanka KyApsiBa... Tak BOT M IlmaBHu Hamm... Tonbko Obl
COJIHBIIIKO HaM CBETHJIO, Ja 3eMelbKa pojkaia, Ja poJiHas Halla BJIacTh Y Hac, a Mbl, Opar
Anexa, et 3a nATOK oToiaem, orctpoumcs! XKusyune. Ox-xo0-x0, Oyas 310poB! Jla eme —
4100 BOIHA OBl MOCKOpel koHumnack! Pa30uTh Obl X, A2 U 3a JAEJ0 BCEM, 3HAUUT, MUpoM! A,
KaK JlymMaelb?



B 3Ty HOUb AJIEKCEIO CTAJIO IIOXO.

HenoBa OaHs BCTpPSAXHYJA €r0 OPraHU3M, BBIBEIA €0 M3 COCTOSIHUS MEIUIEHHOTO,
ouenexenoro yracanus. Cpa3y owIyTui1 OH ¢ HeObIBaJOH emie CHJIOW M HCTOLICHHE, U
HEUEJIOBEUECKYI0 YCTAIOCTh, U 00b B HOrax. Haxonsce B OpenoBoii moiyznpeme, oH MeTaics
Ha TIO(sIKE, CTOHAJI, CKpPeXeTall 3y0aMu, KOro-To 3Bajl, ¢ KEM-TO pyrajcs, 4ero-To TpedoBail.

BapBapa Bclo HOYb mpocujena BO3JIE HEro, NoJoOpaB HOTM, YTKHYB NOJOOpPOJOK B
KOJICHU U TOCKJIUBO I'JIA0A 0OJIBIINMHU KPYIJIBIMU I'PYCTHBIMU TI'JIa3aMU. Oumna knana €My TO Ha
TOJIOBY, TO Ha TPYy/b TPSAIKY, CMOUYEHHYIO XOJIOAHOHM BOJOH, MONPaBisiyia HA HEM MOJYIIYOOK,
KOTOPBI OH TO U JeN0 cOpachlBaJl, U JIyMala O CBOEM JAJEKOM MYXeE, HEBEAOMO I/
HOCHUMOM BOCHHBIMH BCTPaAMMH.

Uyrs cBeT noaHsuicsa crapuk. [locmorpen Ha Anekces:, y)Ke yTUXILIEro U 33 JpeMaBIIero,
nomrenTancs ¢ Bapelt u cran cobupatbess B gopory. OH Hamsuidia Ha BajJeHKH OOJibLINE
CaMO/JCJIBHBIC KAJIOIIHN H3 aBTOMOOMIILHBIX KaM€p, JIbIYKOM KPCIKO IMEPEIIoAcCal apMsK, B3I
MOJKKEBEJIOBYIO TAJKy, OTIOJIMPOBAHHYIO €ro pyKaMmH, KOTOpass BCErJa COIPOBOXJala
CTapuvKa B JAJIbHUX IMOXOJaX.

OH ymien, He cka3aB AJIEKCEIO HU CIIOBA.
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MepecheB Jiexkana B TAKOM COCTOSIHHH, YTO JIaXK€ W HE 3aMETHJI UCYC3HOBEHHUS X035 HHA.
Bech cnenyromuit 1eHp MpoOBUT OH B 3a0BITHH M OYHYJICS TOJIBKO Ha TPETUH, KOT/Ia COJTHIIE
YK€ CTOSJIO BBICOKO M OT BOJIOKOBOT'O OKOHIIA B TTOTOJIKE Y€pe3 BCIO 3eMIISTHKY, 0 CaMbIX HOT
Anexcesi, He paccenBasi Mpaka, a, HA000OpOT, CryIIas ero, TSHYJICS CBETIIbIM U MJIOTHBIN CTOJIO
COJIHEYHBIX JIy4eid, MPOHU3ABIININ CU3bIIA, CIIONCTHIN JBIM OYara.

3emnsHka Obuta mycta. CBEpXy CKBO3b JIBEPH JOHOCHIICS THUXHM, XPUIJIOBATHIA TOJIOC
Bapu. 3aunsrtas, m0mKHO OBITh, KaKUM-TO JeJOM, OHa Iiela CTapyl, OYeHb
pPacIpoCTPaHEHHYIO B OTUX JIECHBIX KpasiX MECHIO. ITO OblJIa MEeCHs 00 OJIMHOKOM MeYaabHON
psiOuHe, MeuTaromel 0 ToM, Kak Obl el mepedpaThes K Ay0y, TOKE OJIMHOKO CTOSIIEMY T'/Ie-TO
M00J1aNIb OT HEe.

Anekcero He pa3 U paHbllle J0BOAWIIOCH CIbIIATh 3Ty HecHio. Ee menu neBuara,
BecelbIMU TaOyHaMHM MPUXOAMBIINE U3 OKPAWHHBIX CEJCHUI PpOBHATH M pacuuulaTh
aspoapoM. EMy HpaBuics MeasieHHBIH, MevanbHbli MOTHB. Ho paHblle OH Kak-TO He
BJIyMBIBAJICS B CJIOBA MIECHU, U B CyeTe 00€BOIl JKU3HU OHU CKOJIB3WJIM MHUMO CO3HaHHS. A BOT
Terepb U3 YCT ATOW MOJIO/I0M OOJIbIIera30il KEeHIUHBI OHU BbUIETAIH, OKpAlICHHbIE TAKUM
YyBCTBOM U CTOJIBKO B HUX ObLIO OOJIBIION U HE MECEHHOM, a HACTOSIIEH KEHCKOM TOCKH, UTO
Cpa3y Mo4YyBCTBOBaJl AJieKcel BCIO IIIyOMHY MENOJUU U MOHsUI, Kak Baps-psOuna Tockyert o
CBOEM Jayo0e.

...Ho Henb3s psadune

K ny0y nepebpathncs.
Bunno, cupotune

Bek ognoi kauartecd... —

IpoIesia OHa, U B T0JIOCE €€ MOYYyBCTBOBAIACh FOPeUb HACTOSLIMX ClIe3, a KOI/la CMOJIK
9TOT TOJIOC, AJIEKCeW MNpeACTaBWII, KaK CHUIUT OHAa celyac Ie-TO TaM, IOJ IEpPEBbIMH,
3aJIMTHIMM BECEHHHM COJIHIIEM, U CJI€3aMHU MOJHBI ee OOJIbIINe KPYIJble TOCKYIOIIKE Tiia3a.
OH o4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO Y HETO Y CaMOT0 3alllEKOTAJIO B TOPJIE, EMY 3aXOTENIOCh MOTJISAETh Ha
3TU cTapble, 3aydeHHble HAM3yCThb MHUCbMA, JISKAIME Y HEro B KapMaHe TI'MMHACTEpKH,
B3IJISIHYTh Ha (oTorpaduio TOHEHBKOM NeBYIIKH, cupsmeil Ha ayry. OH crienan JBUKEHHUE,
YTOOBI JOTSHYTHCSA 10 TMMHACTepKH, HO pyKka OeccmibHO ynana Ha Tiodsk. CHoBa Bce
MOTUIBIIIO B CEPOBATOM, pacIlIbIBABIICHCS CBETJIBIMH PalyXKHBIMH Kpyramu ThMme. IloTom B
9TOW TbME, TUXO LIEJECTEBIIENH KaKMMM-TO KOJIIOUMMH 3BYKaMH, yCJbIIIaJl OH JiBa rojioca —
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BapuH u eme apyroi, »K€HCKHAM, cTapylednil, ToXe 3HAKOMBbINA. ['0BOpuiM menoTom:

— He ect?

—I'ne tam ect!.. Tak, nokeBaj Buepa JENeledKyd caMylo MaJIoCTh — CTOIIHUIO. Pa3Be
9710 e1a? MoJI0YKO BOT TSIHET TOMAJIEHBKY. [laem.

— A s BOT, IJIS,11, CYITYUKY ITPUHECTA... MOXKET, IpUMET Ayllla CYy[TYUK-TO.

— Ters Bacunuca! — Bckpuknyna Baps. — HeyxTo...

— Hy na, KxypuHslii, yero BcnojoxHynach? OObIkHOBEHHOE Jies10. [loTpoxb ero, modyau
— MOa, MOECT.

W npexe yem AJiekcei, CIBIIIABIINN BCE 3TO B MOJIY3a0bIThH, yCIIEN OTKPBITH Ij1a3a,
Baps 3arpsicia ero cuibHO, O€ClIepeMOHHO, PaJOCTHO:

— Jlexceit IlerpoBuu, Jlekcedr IlerpoBuu, mpocHuch!.. babka Bacunmca cymamky
KypuHoro npusecina! I[Ipocuucse, rosopro!

JlyuuHa, moTpeckuBasi, ropesa, BOTKHYTas B CTEHY Yy BX0Jla. B HepoBHOM 4ya/iHOM cBeTe
ee AJsiekceil yBHAEN MaJeHbKYI0, CTOpPOJIEHHYIO CTapyXy € MOPIIMHUCTHIM JJIMHHOHOCBHIM
cepauThIM JuioM. OHa Bo3ujach y OOJBIIOTO Yy3ja, CTOSIBILIETO Ha CTOJIE, pa3BEpHyIa
MEIIKOBUHY, IOTOM CTapbli IIYIIYH, IOTOM Oymary, 1 TaM OOHapy>KUJICS UyT'YHOK; U3 HEro
yAapuil B 3€MJIIHKY TAaKOM BKYCHBIM M JKUPHBIM JyX KYpHMHOIO Cymna, 4To AJekceu
MTOYYBCTBOBAJI CYJJOPOTH B ITyCTOM KEITYJIKE.

Mopuunucroe uio 0abku Bacuinchl coxpaHsio CypoBO€ U CEPAUTOE BbIpaKEHHE.

— Ilpunecna BoT, He OOpE3TYiiTe, KylIaiiTe Ha 310poBbe. MOKeT, 60T AaCT, HA MOJB3Y
MOWJIET. ..

W BcriomHMnack Anekcero mnedaiabHash UCTOpHs OAaOKMHOM ceMbH, paccka3 O KypHIle,
HOCHBIIEH cMmerHoe mnpo3Bumie: [lapTuzanouka, u Bce — u 0abka, u Baps, u BKycHO
JIBIMUBILMICS Ha CTOJIE KOTEJNOK — pPAacIUIbLIIOCh B MYTH Cli€3, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO CYpOBO, C
OECKOHEYHOM KAJIOCTHhIO M YUaCTHEM CMOTPENIM Ha HETO CTPOTHE CTapyIIeYbH TJla3a.

— Cmacu60, 6a0yiika, — TOJIBKO ¥ CyMeJ CKa3aTh OH, KOTJa CTapyXa IMoIIa K BBIXOTY.

U yxe oT aBepu ycIiblai:

— He na wem. Uto TyT Onaromaputh-To? MOHU-TO TOXE BOIIOT. MOXET, © UM KTO
cymuuky nact. Kymaiite cede Ha 310poBwe. [lonpasnsiitech.

— babymika, 6abymka! — Ajnekceld pBaHyJCsS K HEW, HO pyku Bapu ynepkanmu ero u
YIIOKUITN Ha TIODSIK.

— A BbI Jexwure, Jexute! Embre BOT Jgydnie cynmuuk-To. — OHa mogHecna eMmy BMECTO
TapesKu CTapyr aJlOMHHHEBYIO KPBIIIKY OT HEMELKOTO COJIAATCKOTO KOTENKa, U3 KOTOPOIO
BaJIMJI BKYCHBIM *upHbIil map. [logHocs ee, oHa OTBepThHIBAJIACh, TOJDKHO OBITh, ISl TOTO,
YTOOBI CKPBITh HEBOJIbHYIO ciie3y: — EmbTe BOT, KymmaiiTe!

— A rne nex Muxarnna?

— Ymen oH... [lo nemam ymen, paiioH uckarb. Ckopo He Oymer. A BBl KYyIIIaiTe,
KyILIalTe BOT.

N y camoro cBoero nuua yBuien AJiekceil OOJBIIYIO, TOYEPHEBIIYIO OT BPEMEHH, C
0OTrpBI3EHHBIM JIEPEBSIHHBIM KpaeM JIOKKY, MOJHYIO SHTAPHOTO OYJbOHA.

[lepBrie ke OXKKH cyma pa30yauiid B HEM 3BEpUHBIN ammeTuT — A0 Ooyd, A0 crasMm B
KENyIKe, HO OH TO3BOJIMJI ce0€ CheCTh TOJBKO JAECATh JI0)KEK W HECKOJHKO BOJIOKOHIIEB
0e70ro MATKOTO KYpHHOTO Msica. XOTs KellyI0K HaCTOWMUMBO TpeOoBall emle u emle, Anexcen
pELIUTENBHO OTOABUHYI €1y, 3HasA, UTO B €0 MOJOKEHUN U3JIMILIHSISA MUIAa MOXKET 0Ka3aTbCs
AJIOM.

babkuH cynmuuk umen uynoaeiicTBeHHOe cBOKCTBO. [loeB, Anekceil 3acHyn — He BHal B
3a0BIThE, @ UMEHHO 3aCHYJI — KPEIKUM, 0370PaBIMBarOIIUM cHOM. [IpocHyrics, moen u cHoBa
3aCHYJ, ¥ HUYTO — HM JAbIM oyara, HU 0aOuil ToBOp, HM NPUKOCHOBEHHE BapuHBIX DYK,
KOTOpasi, O1acasich, He yMep JIM OH, HET-HET J]a MU HAKJIOHAJACh MTOCIYIIATh, ObETCS JIU Y HETO
cepzlie, — He MOTJIO €ro pa3oyauTh.

OH OBl >KMB, ABIIIAT POBHO, IIyO0K0. OH HpocIan OCTaTOK JAHS, HOYb U MPOJOJIKAI
CMaTh TakK, YTO Ka3aJl0Ch, HET B MUPE CHJIbI, KOTOPasi MOTJIa Obl HAPYIIUTH €TI0 COH.
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Ho BOT paHHMM yTpOM IZie-TO OYEHb JAJIEKO pa3falicsi COBEPLUEHHO HE OTJIMYMMBbIN
Cpead ApPYruX IIyMOB, HAIOJHSBIIMX JIEC, NAJEKUH, OIHOOOPAa3HO BOPKYIOIIMKA 3BYK.
Anexceil BCTpeneHyscs 1, BECb HAIIPYKUBIIKCh, [IOIHSAJ F'0JIOBY € IOIYLIKH.

UyBcTBO 1MKOHM, HEoOy3laHHON pajocTH mojHsuiock B HeM. OH 3amep, cBepkas
rinasamu. IloTpeckuBanu B ouare OCThIBalOIIME KaMHU, BSUJIO M PEIKO NWIMKAJ YCTaBIIMM 3a
HOYb CBEPYOK, CJIBIIIHO OBbLIO, KaK HAJl 36MJISHKOW CIIOKOMHO M POBHO 3BEHST CTapbl€ COCHBI
U Jaxke Kak 0apabaHUT y BXOJa IOJHOBECHAsl BECEHH:A Karenb. Ho CkBO3b Bce ATO CllbIIIaics
POBHBIN POKOT. AJIeKcel yrajai, 4To 3TO TapaXTUT MOTOP «YILKH» — camojeTa Y-2. 3ByK TO
IpUOJIMKAIICS M HApacTall, TO CIBIIAICS TIyIIe, HO He yXoawl. Y AJeKces 3aXBaTWIIO AyX.
bbu1o sicHO, 4TO camouieT IAe-TO MOOJIM30CTH, YTO OH KPYXKUT HaJ JIECOM, TO JIM YTO-TO
BBICMATPUBAsl, TO JIU UIL[A MECTO AJISl IOCAKH.

— Baps, Baps! — 3akpuuan Anekceil, crapasch NpUIOTHATHCS Ha JIOKTSX.

Bapu nHe 0b110. C yauIlbl CHBIIIATUCH BO3OYKJIEHHBIE HKEHCKUE T0JI0CA, TOPOILIUBBIE
mary. TaM 4To-TO IpOUCXOAUIIO.

Ha MruoBenune npuoTKpbLiIach 1BEPh 3€MIISIHKH, B HE€ CYHYJIOCh IlecTpoe Mo DeabpKu.

—Terss Bapsa! Ters Baps! — mos3Ban manbuyrad, motoM BO30YXJIE€HHO I0OaBUI: —
Jletut... Kpyxwur... Han namu kpyxkurt... — OH ucue3 mpexie, 4em AJieKcel ycmen uTo-
HUOYAb CIIPOCUTb.

OH cnenan ycuiue u cei. BeceM Tenom cBoMM OH 4yBCTBOBAJ, Kak ObeTCs ceplle, Kak
BO30YXKJIEHHO MYJIbCUPYET, OTJABasiCh B BHUCKaX U B OOJBHBIX HOraX, KpoBb. OH cuMTan
KpYyTH, COBEpIIaeMble CaMOJIETOM, HaCUUTal OJMH, IPYroi, TpeTUil U ynan Ha TIOQSK, ynadi,
CIIOMJICHHBI BOJIHEHHEM, CHOBAa CTPEMUTEIBHO M BJIACTHO BBEPrHYTHIH B TOT K€
BCEMOTYILINN, IETUTEIbHBIN COH.

Ero pa30ynui 3ByK MOJIOJ0T0, COYHOTO, 0ACOBUTO pPOKOUyIIero rojgoca. OH OTIHYMI
OBl TOT roJIOC B JIFOOOM XOpE€ JAPYruX royiocoB. TakuM B UCTPeOUTENHHOM MOJIKY 00Jaaa
TOJIBKO KOMaHIHUP dCKaApuiib AHapent JlertsapeHko.

AJexcell OTKpBUI IU1a3a, HO €My II0Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO OH IIPOJOJIKAET CIaTh U BO CHE BUIUT
3TO HIMPOKOE, CKYJIACTOE, Ipydoe, TOYHO CAEIAHHOE CTOJIIPOM BYEpHE, HO HEe 00TepTOe HU
HIKYPKOW, HU CTEKJIBIIIKOM A0OpPOIYIIHOE YriIoBaTOE JIMLO JApyra ¢ 0arpoBbIM IIpaMOM Ha
10y, cO CBETJIBIMU TJ1a3aMH, OITYIIEHHBIMH TAKMMH € CBETJIBIMU U O€CLIBETHBIMHU, CBUHBIMHU
— Kak TOBOPWIM HeApyrn Amnzapes — pecHunamu. [omyOble rIyiaza ¢ HeZOYMEHHMEM
BCMAaTPUBAJINCH B JBIMHBIN MTOJIyMpaK.

— Hy, nunyce, nmoka3syii ceuii Tpodeit, — nporynen JlerrapeHko.

Bunenne He mnpomagano. Oto OblI J€HCTBUTENBHO JIEerTApPEeHKO, XOTA Ka3ajaoch
COBEPUICHHO HEBEPOSATHBIM, KaK JPYr CMOI HaWTH €ro TyT, B IIOJ3€MHOH [E€PEBEHBKE, B
necHol raymu. OH cTosul, GOJBIION, IMPOKOIUIEYHH, ¢ PACCTErHYThIM, IO OOBIKHOBEHHUIO,
BOPOTOM. B pykax oH Jep:kain LuleM C MPOBOAKAMHU Paguo(OHa U elle KaKue-TO KyJIedKH U
cBepToukHu. JIyunHHBIN cBeTel OcBelIall ero c3aau. 30J10T0il 60OPUK KOPOTKO OCTPHUKEHHBIX
BOJIOC HUMOOM CBETWJICS HaJl €ro roJI0BO.

W3-3a criunbl Jlertsapenko BuaHenach OneqHas, COBEPLICHHO U3MYy4YeHHas (PU3MOHOMUS
nena Muxaiiisl ¢ BO30yX/I€HHO BbITapallleHHbIMU IJ1a3aMU, a PSIIOM ¢ HUM CTOslIa MeZicecTpa
JleHouka, KypHOCas M O30pHas, CMOTpEBILAs BO ThbMY CO 3BEPIOIIECYBHM JIFOOOIIBITCTBOM.
JleBylika Jepxaja MOJ MBIIIKOW TOJICTYH0 OpE3eHTOBYIO CYMKY C KPAacHbIM KpPECTOM U
IIpYKUMasa K Tpyay KaKue-TO CTPaHHbIE [IBETHI.

Crostnu momua. Anzapeil [lertspeHko ¢ HeZOyMEHHEM OTJISAbIBAJICS, JIOJDKHO OBITh
OCJICIUICHHBIM TeMHOTOH. Pa3a aBa B3I €ro paBHOIYIIHO CKOJIB3HYJ IO JHIy Anekces,
KOTOPBIN TOK€ HUKAaK HE MOT OCBOMTBLCS ¢ HEOXKHMJIAHHBIM MOSIBIIEHUEM JApyra u Bce Oosuics,
HE OKa)XeTCsl JIU BCE 3TO OpeIOBBIM BUIECHUEM.

— Jla BOT ke OH, rocnoju, BOT JexxuT! — npomentana Baps, cpeiBas ¢ Mepecbea 1ry0y.

JIerTapeHKo ele pa3 HeJOYMEHHO CKOJIb3HYJI B3IUIIOM 10 JIMIYYy AJIEKcesl.

— Angpeit! — ckazan MepecbeB, CUIISCh TIOTHATHCS Ha JIOKTSX.

JleTuuk ¢ HEAOYMEHHEM, C IIOXO CKPBITBIM UCIIYTOM CMOTpEJ Ha HETO.
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— Anjpeii, He y3Haemb? — menTtan MepecbeB, YyBCTBYsS, YTO €r0 BCEro HAUYMHAET
TPSICTH.

Eme MrHoBeHWe JIETYMK CMOTpENl Ha KUBOW CKENET, OOTSHYThIA YEpPHOW, TOYHO
0OyTJICHHOM, KOXKEH, CTapasCh MPU3HATH BECEJIOE JIMIIO APYTra, ¥ TOJIBKO B TJia3aX, OTPOMHBIX,
MOYTH KPYTJIBIX, TOMMaJl OH 3HAKOMOE YIPSIMOE U OTKPBITOE€ MEpPECheBCKOE BhIpakeHue. OH
MPOTSAHY pyKH BriepeA. Ha 3eMiisiHOM 1oJ1 yrmas 1uieM, MOCHINaINCh CBEPTKU U CBEPTOYKH,
pacKaTWIKCh sI0JIOKHU, aneIbCUHBI, IE€YEHBE.

— Jlemka, Tb1? — ['0JlOC J€TUMKaA CTa BilaXKeH, OECLIBETHbIE U JJIMHHBIE PECHULBI €r0
ciumnck. — Jlemka, Jlemka! — OH cXBaTUi ¢ MOCTEIN 3TO OOJBLHOE, IETCKHU JIETKOE TEJO,
MIpUXKa ero K cede, kak pebeHka, u Bce TBepawi: — Jlemka, apyr, Jlemka!

Ha cexynay oTopBai oT celsi, ®aqHO MOCMOTPENT Ha HETO U3AAJId, TOYHO YOEKIasCh,
JNENCTBUTENBHO JIM 3TO €r0 JAPYT, U CHOBA KPEMKO MPIKaJ K cele.

— Ha To x Tb1! Jlemka! brucos chiH!

Baps u mexacectpa JleHa crapanuch BBIpBaTh M3 €ro KPENKUX, MEABEKBHX Jiam
MOJIY’KUBOE TEJIO.

— Jla mycTtuTe x ero, 6ora paau, oH efe xuB! — cepauiack Baps.

— EMy 5 BpeHO K BOJIHOBATHCS, MOJIOKUTE! — CKOPOTOBOPKOM, TIEPECHINasi CBOIO PEUb
OECKOHEYHBIMH «OK», TBEPIIIIA CECTpa.

A neT4MK, MO-HACTOSIIEMY OBEPUB HAKOHEI, YTO 3TOT YEPHBIM, CTapblii, HEBECOMBII
YeNoBeK JEHCTBUTENHHO HE KTO MHOM, Kak Ajekcell MepecwheB, ero 00e€BOi TOBapHIL, €ro
JPYT, KOTOPOTO OHU BCEM ITOJIKOM MBICIICHHO JIaBHO Y)KE€ TTOXOPOHHIIN, CXBATHJICS 32 TOJIOBY,
W3/1aJl TUKUH, TOP)KECTBYIOIIMI KPHUK, CXBATUJI €T0 3a TUICYH M, YCTaBUBIIUCH B €r0 YEpHBIE,
PaZOCTHO CBEPKAIOIIUE U3 TIIYOMHBI TEMHBIX OPOUT Ti1a3a, 3a0pat:

— XKussii! Ax, math uectHas! XKupbiii, Ouc ToOu B omarky! Jla rje sk Thl ObUT CTOJIBKO
naen? Kak ke TbI Tak?

Ho cectpa — 3Ta ManeHbpkas cMelIHas TOJICTYIIKA C KyYpPHOCBHIM JIULIOM, KOTOPYIO BCE B
MOJIKY 3BaJid, UITHOPUPYS €€ JICNTEeHAHTCKOE 3BaHHeE, JIECHOUKOW WJIM CEeCTPOl MEIUIIMHCKUX
HayK, KaKk OJHaXIbl OHA, Ha Morudenp cede, OTPEKOMEHI0BAIach HAuyalbCTBY, MEBYHbA U
xoxorymka JleHouka, BiOONEHHas BO BCEX JIEHTEHAHTOB cpa3y, — CypOBO U TBEpAO
OTCTPAaHWJIa PACXOAUBLIETOCS JIETUHKA!

— ToBapwui KanuTaH, OTOMAUTE K OT OOJIBHOTO!

BpocuB Ha cTon OykeT LIBETOB, 32 KOTOPHIMU €llle BUepa JeTalu B 00JIacTHOM ropof,
OyKeT, OKa3aBILMMHCS COBEPUICHHO HEHYXXHBIM, OHa pacKpbula Ope3eHTOBYIO CYMKY C
KpPaCHbIM KpPECTOM M JI€JIOBUTO MPUCTYNUIa K ocMOTpy. KOopoTeHbkHe ee MalbuuKu JIOBKO
Oeranu 1o Horam AJieKcesi, 1 OHa BCE CIIpallnBaa;

— bonpHO? A Tak? A Tax?

B mepBrlii pa3 mo-HacTosmeMy AJiekceil oOpaTui BHUMaHue Ha CBOM HOTW. CTymHU
YyJOBHILHO pacmyxiu, noyepHenu. Kaxxaoe npukocHOBEHHE K HUM BBI3BIBAJIO 00JIb, TOUHO
TOKOM IPOH3aBIIYIO Bce Teno. Ho 4To ocobeHHO He HpaBWIIOCh, BUIUMO, JIeHOUKe — 3TO TO,
YTO KOHYMKH NaJbLEB CTAIN YEPHBIMH U COBCEM MOTEPSIIN YyBCTBUTEIbHOCTD.

3a cronoM cuzaenu naen Muxaina u Jlertapenko. IIOTHXOHBKY yrOCTHMBIIMCH Ha
pagocTsax u3 (uArM JeTYMKa, OHU BeNU OXKHUBIEHHYIO Oeceny. JpoOHBIM cTapyecKuM
TEHOpKOM Je1 Muxailna, no-BUIMMOMY YK€ HE B IIEPBbIN pa3, IPUHUMAJICA PACCKA3bIBATh:

— Tak, 3HAa4UUT, BBIXOJUT, PEOSATHUILKHN HAIM HA BBIPYOKE €ro M OThbICKaau. Hemiibl nec
Ha ONMHAAXHU TaM pyOwiIH, Hy, peOSITUIIEK 3TUX MaTh, TO €CTh JI0YKa MO, 3a IENOoi Tyaa u
norHana. Tam oHu ero u yBuaenu. Ara, 4to 3a 4yAo 3a takoe? CrnepBa UM, 3HaYUT, MEJIBE/Ib
MOMepeNIics, — JecKaTb, MOJCTPENeHHBIH M KaTuTcs dTak-To. OHUM ObUIO TATY, 1a
TMOOOMBITCTBO WX MOBEPHYIO: YTO 32 MeJIBEIb 3a Takoil, modyemy kaTutcs? Ara! He tak?
CMOTpSIT, 3HAYUT, KATUTCS C OOKY Ha OOK, KATUTCS U CTOHET...

—Kak a3to «katutcsa»? — ycoMHuiica JIerTIpeHKO W OPOTAHYN JeAYy MHOpPTCUTap: —
Kypuis?

Jen B3su1 U3 mopTcurapa nanupocy, A0CTal U3 KapMaHa CIOXKEHHBIM KycOYeK ra3eThl,
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aKKypaTHO OTOPBaJ YTOJIOK, BBICHITIAJ HAa HEro Ta0aK W3 MAMPOCH], CBEPHYI H, 3aKypHUB, C
YI0BOJIbCTBUEM 3aTSHYJICS.

— Kak ne xyputb, kypum-norsruBaem. Ara! ToJibko Mbl IIpH HEMIIE HE BHJAJIHU €rO,
TabaKky-T0. MOX KypuM, OIATH K€ CYXOH MOJIOWAaWHBIN JHCT, nal.. A Kak OH KaTHJICS, Thl €ro
cnpocu. S He Buzaen. Pebsara roBopsAT, Tak W KaTWICA — CO CIIMHBI Ha Oproxo, ¢ Oproxa Ha
CIUHY: MOJI3TU-TO €MY I10 CHETY, BUIIIb, HE TIOJ] CUJTy OBLIIO, — BOT OH KaKoi!

JlerTspeHko Bce TOPBIBAJICS BCKOYHTH, IMOCMOTPETh Ha Jpyra, BO3JIE KOTOPOTO
BO3WIKCH JKCHIIUHBI, YKYTBIBasi €ro B Cephle, MPUBE3EHHBIE CECTPOI apMeCKue oIesia.

— A TBI, ApYyT, CUJIM, CUJIU, HE HAIIIE 3TO, MYXKCKOe Jieio — neneHars! Tol cinymai, na Ha
yC MOTail, J1a Ha4yaJIbCTBY KaKOMY-HUOYIIb TaM CBOEMY IEpecKaXu... Bemukoro momaBura
yenoBek 3ToT! Bumib, o kakoit! [lonHylo Henenro BceM KOJIXO030M €ro OTXa)KMBaeM, a OH
[IEBEITUTHCS HE MOXET. A TO BOT cuJ B cebe HacOmpa, 1o JjiecaM Ja Mo 00JIoTaM HaIluM
non3. Ha ato, 6pat, mano xto criocoOHbIi! M CBATHIM OTIIaM 1O KUTHSM TaKOTO-TO TOJIBUTa
coBepIaTh He npuxoauiaock. Kyna tam! Dkoe neno, moaymaenib — Ha cToj0e ctoats! Uto, He
Tak? Ara, a Thl, MapeHb, CIIyIIal, cyman!..

Crapuk HakJIOHWICS K yXy JlerTsSpeHKo M 3alieKoTall ero CBOEH MyIIMCTOM MSTKOM
OOpOICHKOM.

— Tonbko, cmaercs MHE, OH, TOTO, — Kak Obl He momep, a? OT HeMIa-TO OH, BUIIIb,
YIIOJ3, a OT HEE, OT KOCOW, HEeIITO ynoJyi3enmb? OIHU KOCTH, U KaK OH IO0JI3, HE TIOCTUTHY f.
VX O04YeHb, NOJDKHO OBITh, K CBOMUM TsAHYJMO. M OpemuT-TO BCE OTHUM: a’dpoJapoM, Ja
a’poapoM, Ja cioBa TaMm pasHble, na Onsg kakas-to. EcTh y Bac Tam Takasi? Anb KeHa,
MOXeT?.. ThI CIBIIHIITG MEHS WJIA HET, JIETYH, a JICTYH, CIBIIIHUIIG? Ay...

Jertsapenko He chpiman. OH cTapalcs MPEACTaBUTHh cede, KaK ATOT YEJIOBEK, €ro
TOBApHII, Ka3aBIIMKCS B TOJKY TaKUM OOBIYHBIM TIAPHEM, C OTMOPOKCHHBIMH WIIH
MepeOuThIMA HOTAMHU JIEHb W HOYh TOJI3ET MO TajJOMy CHETYy uepe3 jieca M 00JioTa, Tepsis
CHJIBI, TOJ3ET, KaTUTCS, 4YTOObl TOJNBKO YWTH OT Bpara W momacte K cBouM. IIpodeccus
JeTYMKa-ucTpeourens npuydria JIerTapeHko K onacHOCTH. bpocasice B BO3ayIIHBIN 00#, OH
HUKOT/Ia HE JAyMmMall O CMEpPTH M Jake YYyBCTBOBAJl KaKylO-TO 0CO0yI0, paJOCTHYIO
B3BOJIHOBaHHOCTh. HO 4TOOBI BOT Tak, B JieCy, OJJHOMY...

— Korzma BrI ero Hanum?

— Korma? — Crapuk 3ammeBenun rydaMu, CHOBa B3sUT TTAITUPOCY U3 OTKPBITON KOPOOKH,
W3YBEUMJI €€ U MpHUHsuIcA Jenath uurapky. — Korga xxe? [la B unctyio cy6060Ty, moa camoe
MPOLIEHOE BOCKPECEHBbE, — CTaJI0 ObITh, KaK pa3 C HEAEIIO Ha3a/l.

JleTunk NPUKUHYI B yM€ YMCIIA, U BBIILIO, YTO o3 Ajiekceit MepecheB BOCeMHAIATh
cyrok. IIpomoyi3Tu cTONBKO BpeMEHH paHEHOMY, 0Oe3 MHIIM — 3TO Ka3ajloCh MPOCTO
HEBEPOSITHHIM.

— Hy, cmacu6o Tebe, mumych! — JleTunk Kpemko OOHSI M IprKal K cede cTapuka. —
Cmacu6o, 6par!

—He Ha ueMm, He Ha ueM, 3a yTo TyT Omaromaputh! Wmb cmacubo! YUto s, uyxkak
nHOCTpaHHbI Kakoil! Ara! Ckaxenb, HeT? — 11 OH cepauTO KpUKHYJ HEBECTKE, CTOSIBLICH B
M3BEYHOM 1m03e 6a0hero ropbKOro pa3ayMbsi, MOANEPEB IEKy JanoHbio: — [loabepu ¢ momy
MIPOIyKT-TO, BopoHa! Uik pazdbpocanu Takyro eHHOCTh!.. «Cmacu6oy, Uillb Thi!

Tem BpemeneM JleHouka 3akoHUMIIA YKYTHIBaTh Mepechena.

— Hudero, Hu4ero >, TOBapHIll CTapUINil IEHTEHAHT, — ChIMlaJla OHA YUCTHIE U MEIIKHE,
KaK ropox, CIIOBEUKH, — B MOCKBE X Bac B JIBa CUETa HA HOTU MOCTaBAT. MOCKBa X — ropoj
xe! He Takux uzneunBaror!

[To Tomy, uTo OB OHA M3JIUIIHE OKMBIICHA, YTO 0€3 YMOJKY TBEpAMIIA, KaK BbIJIedatT
MepecneBa B /1Ba cueTa, MOHs J[erTsapeHKko: oCMOTp Jall HEBECEIbIE PE3YJbTATHI U J€JIa €ro
npusitens mioxu. «M gero crpekoder, copokal!» — ¢ HENPHUSI3HBbIO MOAYMal OH O «CECTpe
MEJIMUMUHCKUX Hayk». BropoueMm, B MOJKYy HHMKTO HE NPUHUMAN 3Ty JAEBYIIKY BCEPbE3:
ITYTHIN, YTO JICYUTh OHA MOXKET TOJIBKO OT JIFOOBH, — M ATO HECKOJILKO yTemrano JertspeHko.

3aBepHYThI B oJesia, U3 KOTOPBIX TOpYalla TOJBKO TOJOBa, AJIEKCel HamoMuHal
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JIETTSIpeHKO MYMHUIO Kakoro-to (apaoHa U3 IIKOJBHOTO y4eOHHKA JpPEBHEH HCTOPHH.
boub1moit pykoi IpoBel JIETYHK 110 IIEeKaM JIpyra, Ha KOTOPbIX KyCTUJIACch I'yCTasi U JKECTKas
pBIKEBaTas NOPOCIIb.

— Huuero, Jlemka! Beineuar! Ecte npukaz — T1e0s ceronHs B MOCKBY, B TapHbII
rocnutaiek. llpodeccopa Tam cruomHble. A CECTpbl, — OH NPHUIIETKHYT S3bIKOM H
noAMUrHyn1 Ha JIeHOuKy, — MepTBbIX Ha HOru nonapiMaroT! Mbl emie ¢ ToOOi B BO3ayxe
nomymum! — Tyt Jlertapenko moviMan cedst Ha TOM, YTO TOBOPUT OH, Kak 1 JIeHoYKa, C TakuM
K€ HAITyCKHBIM, JIEPEBSIHHBIM OKMBJIEHUEM; PYKHU K€ €ro, IVIaJuBLIME JULO Jpyra, BAPYT
OLIYyTWIM MoJ nanbuamu Biary. — Hy, rae Hocunku? IloHecnu, 4to M, 4ero TAHYTH! —
CEepIUTO CKOMaH0BAJ OH.

Bmecre co cTapukoM OCTOPOXKHO YJIOKWUJIM OHU CIEJIEHATOro AJieKcesi Ha HOCHIIKH.
Bapst cobpaina 1 cBepHyJIa B Y3€JIOK €r0 BEIUYKH.

—Bor d4ro, — ocraHoBHN ee AJIeKced, KOrja cTaja OHa 3acOBBIBATH B Y3€JOK
3C3COBCKMM KUHXKaJl, KOTOpPBI HE pa3 ¢ JOOOMBITCTBOM OCMAaTpUBaj, YUCTHI, TOYWI,
poOoBaJl Ha TaJel] XO3IMCTBEHHBIN Jie]] Muxaiina, — BO3bMH, JEAYIIKA, HA TTaMSTh.

— Hy, cnacu6o, Anexa, cnacu6o! Cranpka 3HaTHas1, risau-ka. M HamucaHo 4TO-TO HE
no-Hamemy Bpoje. — OH noka3an KuHxai JlerrspeHko.

— «Amnec ¢rop [Hoitumana» — «Bce s T'epmanum», — mnepesen JlerTspeHKO
BBIBEJICHHYIO 110 JIE3BHIO HAIITUCh.

—«Bce mna I'epmanum», — mOBTOpUI AJIEKCE, BCIOMHHUB, KaK JOCTaJCs €My 3TOT
KUHXKaJl.

— Hy, 6epucs, Oepuch, ctapuk! — KpukHY Jlertspenko, BOpsrasich B IEpeJOK HOCUIIOK.

Hocunku 3akonbixanuch U ¢ TPYIAOM, OChINasi 3€MJII0 CO CTEH, MpOJIE3NId B Y3KUH
MIPOXO/]T 3EMIISTHKH.

Bce, xro HaOuics B Hee MPOBOXKATh HAWIEHBIIIA, XJIBIHYIM HaBepX. Toabko Baps
octasiack aoMa. He Topomsce mompaBuia OHA JIydMHY B CBETIIE, MOJOILIA K IMOJOCATOMY
TIOQSIKY, €lle XpaHUBLIEMY BMSTHIE B HETO OYEpTaHUS YEIOBEYECKOM (PUTypbl, M moTiaauia
ero pykoi. Barmsim ee ymanm Ha OykeT, 0 KOTOPOM BIIOMBIXaxX BCE M03a0bUTH. DTO OBLIO
HECKOJIBKO BETOUEK OpaHKEPEHHON CUPEHH, OJICTHOM, YaXJIOH, TIOXO0KEH Ha KUTEJIeH Oerion
JIepPEeBEHbKH, MPOBEJIINX 3UMY B CBHIPBIX M XOJOIHBIX 3eMIIsiHKaX. JKeHIuHa B3sia OykKerT,
BJIOXHYJIA XWJIbIM, €J1€ YJIOBUMBIA B YrapHOM KOMOTH HEXKHBIM BECEHHUH 3amax U BIPYT
MOBAJIMJIACh HAa HAPBI U 3aJIMJIaCh TOPbKUMU 0a0bUMU CIIE3aMHU.
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